
                                                                                 DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 5.2.2025

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5 February 2025, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.40pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch (Vice Chairman), Mrs A Pugh, Mrs G Thomson, L Brownlow and J Howell.
1/25
Apologies: Cllr Mrs B Smith – family commitment. It was resolved to accept the Apology as received. 
SCC Cllr Francis – another commitment.  The Apology was submitted to the Chairman and was not viewed until after the meeting had been concluded. 
2/25
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
No Public attended the meeting.
3/25
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
4/25
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 December 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
5/25
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
No matters to be updated on.
6/25
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis was not in attendance.  Cllrs resolved the Clerk request an update on the following:
· Repair/reinstatement of marker posts along Pool Lane

· Repairs to A34 Service Road wall

· 30mph repeater signs along Pool Lane
Action – Clerk

7/25
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller was not in attendance.  No matters to be followed up.
8/25
PLANNING

Planning Application considered between meetings:
a. 24/39955/TWT – Deersbrook, Brook Lane, Brocton.  TPO 245 2001 (Group W1): Sycamore (T3 102) – remove tree and allow to coppice; Silver Birch (T3 103) – dead, fell to ground; Common Beech (T3 108) – reduce height by circa 3m and prune/shape to reduce loading and weight on union.  

No comments/objections received; SBC advised on 6.1.2025.

b. 24/39265/FUL – Crescent Cottage, Brocton Crescent, Brocton. Proposed: 3 x detached houses, plus access to A34 for plot 3. 

The following comments were agreed: 

1. Brocton Crescent is an unadopted road and the Parish Council is concerned with the increase in vehicles that will be using the road, the surface condition (which is already in a poor state of repair, in parts) may be subject to further deterioration, as more vehicles will be using it.

2. The Parish Council is concerned that the proposals include access/egress for plot 3 onto the A34 and the potential this will have in terms of road safety and visibility onto a very busy highway, the A34.  The Parish Council is interested to hear what the Highways authority think about the proposals and will be discussing this application with Cllr Francis.

3. It seems that the access/egress for plot 3, will be located near to an existing bus stop on the A34.  If this is correct, how can this be safe?  What about the safety of any passengers who may be waiting at the bus stop – this is of particular concern to the Parish Council, as we are mindful to ensure the safety of our parishioners.  If the proposal is for access/egress near to the bus stop, then we suggest this needs to be reviewed to ensure safety of any pedestrians wanting to use public transport.

4. It seems that building 3 properties on the plot seems too many for the size of the plot and whilst we are aware this is not within the scope for objection, we wish to present it as a comment for consideration.  Also, the gardens that will be provided with the properties are likely to be rather small, which may well not be in keeping with the local area.

SBC were informed of the above on 20.12.2024.

Update: correspondence has been received from SBC, dated 17.1.2025, advising that the Application has been withdrawn at the request of the applicant/agent., which was noted.
c. 24/39516/OUT – Blackthorn, Chase Road, Brocton. Demolition of existing 3 bed detached house and construction of new 3 bed self-build detached dwelling with attached garage (access, appearance, layout and scale). No objections raised, following comments provided to SBC: 

1. Chase Road is a fairly narrow road and not designed for heavy construction vehicles.  Consideration must be given to access, parking of construction vehicles whilst the works are taking place, so as to avoid any traffic problems along Chase Road.

2. Residents along Chase Road must be given clear access to their properties and kept informed of any access issues that may arise during the demolition/construction phases – this is a reasonable request, that the Parish Council would like to be taken into consideration.

SBC were informed of the above on 6.1.2025.

d. 24/40034/FUL – The Besoms, Brook Lane, Brocton. Variation of Condition 2 on previous application 21/34780/HOU – landscaping changes.  Planning Application has been reviewed by the Chairman and SBC Cllr P Edgeller who undertook a site visit.  It was concluded that there were no grounds for objections.  

SBC were informed of the above on 3.2.2025. Cllr Mrs Thomson advised of recent contact from a Parishioner, who was unhappy with the Application. Cllr Mrs Thomson confirmed the parishioner had been advised to submit her comments to the Planning Authority and the Parish Clerk.  Clerk advised no contact had been received from any parishioners regarding this Application.  After discussion, it was resolved there was no further action that could be taken by the Parish Council regarding this Application. 
New Planning Application received:
e. 25/40115/LDCPP – 6 Jarom, Walton Lane, Brocton. Construction of single storey rear extension. No comments or objections were raised.  Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly.
Action - Clerk

9/25
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for December 2024 was received: log run not moving and has been included for replacement in park improvements. It was noted the metal picnic table needs to be sanded/painted – Chairman agreed to set up a working party for minor repairs in Spring.  New fence is good, less litter and deer droppings.

Inspection Report for January 2025 was received: some gaps in perimeter hedge were evident, caused by the deer, very few deer droppings and no mole hills. Cllrs Mrs Thomson and Howell commented on the increasing deer population, which is becoming more evident in the village. Cllrs agreed action needs to be taken, by the relevant bodies, to effectively manage the overall deer population. 
b. Cllr Mrs Faunch provided an update on play park improvements, supported by Cllr Brownlow.  After discussion, it was resolved Cllr Mrs Faunch will arrange to obtain prices for surfacing under equipment to be replaced, Cllrs expressed an interest in wetpour and various items of equipment.  It was noted, that despite requests for ideas from parishioners, no responses had been received, therefore, it was agreed to present actual ideas to parishioners and if no responses received, Cllrs will proceed accordingly.  Matter remains ongoing and Cllrs will provide updates at future meetings. 
Action – Cllrs Mrs Faunch, Mrs Smith and Brownlow
10/25
CLERKS REPORT

a. Remote meetings consultation.  Response was submitted on 12.12.24, as per the discussions on 4.12.24.
b. Mobile Police Station visit.  Next visit to be located at the Post Office, ideally in May/June 2025.  Clerk to progress directly with the Police and to keep owner of Post Office and Cllrs informed.

Action - Clerk

c. Grass cutting – 2025.  Arrangements for the 2025 season have been confirmed with TGM.  Review of overall grass cutting within the Parish still needs to be actioned.  Clerk and Chairman to progress.

Action – Clerk and Chairman

d. Citizens Advice Outreach Service.  Contact has been made with Citizens Advice regarding any associated costs should the Parish Council wish to progress this further, however, to date no response has been received.  it was resolved to take no further action, unless a response is received. 
e. Mature Road Users Safety Resource.  A joint venture has been explored with Berkswich Parish Council, due to perceived difficult in securing adequate numbers of attendees from Brocton alone.  Berkswich PC have advised there is unlikely to be any interest, owing to the activities of the Phoenix Club. Therefore, after discussion it was resolved to inform the Brocton WI of this service, as they may be able to secure sufficient numbers. 
Action - Clerk
f. Precept request 2025/26. Request was submitted to SBC on 9.12.2024, as approved at the December meeting.
g. Mole catching Agreement 2025.  Details for 2025 have been confirmed and Agreement issued – cost to remain at £250.00 for 2025.
h. Civic Amenity visits – 2025.  Dates have been confirmed by SBC, as follows:


· 8 March 2025 – 1 hour visit

· 17 May 2025 – 1 hour visit

· 12 July 2025 – 1 hour visit

· 11 October 2025 – 1 hour visit

Clerk advised details have been included in the February Paper Chase, and will be added to Parish Notice Boards and website.  
Action – Clerk
i. Email addresses and gov.uk domain. Clerk advised that notice has been received from SCC that the email service used by Clerk and Chairman will be withdrawn in May 2026.  Cllrs agreed that gov.uk email addresses should be secured for the Clerk and Chairman.  Cllrs discussed securing a gov.uk domain for the Parish Council website and it was resolved to obtain the costs associated with this for further consideration.
Action – Clerk
j. Publication Scheme. Clerk presented updated copy of Publication Scheme for review and adoption. Clerk advised the Scheme now included details from the ICO explaining what the scheme is about, as advised by the Internal Auditor.  Revised document was reviewed and adoption approved.  Clerk will update Parish Council website accordingly.
Action - Clerk

11/25
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.11.24 – 19.12.24) and (20.12.24 – 19.1.25)
Direct Debit payments
	£9.99
£9.99
	£2.00
£2.00
	£11.99
£11.99

	Amazon UK
	Christmas community event – 350 pcs pipi cleaners.  Debit card purchase
	£7.99
	Nil
	£7.99

	W Galt
	Mole catching services, for the period 10.1.2025 – 9.1.2026, inclusive
	£250.00
	Nil
	£250.00

	Information Commissioners Office 
	Annual Data Protection fee. Direct Debit  
	£35.00
	Nil
	£35.00

	Katharine House Hospice
	Just Giving – Christmas tree collection. Debit card payment
	£20.00
	Nil
	£20.00

	Aldi
	Mince pies x 6 packs – Christmas community event.  Debit card purchase
	£11.94
	Nil
	£11.94


b. To approve the following payments: 

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for January 2025 
	£578.42
	Nil
	£578.42

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.12.24 – 5.2.25
	£270.80
	Nil
	£270.80

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Community Link Transport
	Payment for shuttle bus service in December 
	£75.00
	Nil
	£75.00

	Stafford Borough Council
	Civic Amenity visits x 4 – 2025.
	£393.33
	£78.67
	£472.00

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – edition 73
	£114.00
	Nil
	£114.00

	SLCC
	Annual membership fee - 2025
	£150.00
	Nil
	£150.00

	Staffs County Council
	Annual website fees – 2024 - 2025
	£132.95
	Nil
	£132.95

	B Smith
	Christmas community event – hot chocolate
	£12.99
	Nil
	£12.99

	Katharine House Hospice
	Donation approved at December 2024 meeting, joint with Ingestre with Tixall Parish Council for purchase of Lock Box
	£70.00
	Nil
	£70.00


c. Receipt of letter from Internal Auditor, dated 6.1.2025, confirming independence of Parish Council was noted and accepted.
d. Request from SCC for additional grass cutting, as follows: one additional cut in March 2025, plus a further final cut in March 2026 was received and discussed.  It was resolved not to approve the additional cuts requested.  Clerk to inform SCC accordingly.
Action – Clerk

e. Progress towards electronic banking was discussed. Clerk informed Council that online banking has been set up by the Co-op Bank and that both the Clerk and the Chairman are now able to process and approve electronic payments.  Cllrs Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh agreed to progress their status with the Bank before the next Parish Council meeting. Clerk advised Council the payment for Community Link Transport, as shown above, will be trialled for electronic payment. 
Action – Cllrs and Clerk
f. Clerk advised Council that the Parish Council printer is no longer working.  After discussion, it was resolved to replace the printer with a cartridge free printer and cancel the HP Printing contract.  Clerk to confirm HP Printing contract can be cancelled without penalty, before new printer is purchased. Clerk to progress this and inform Parish Council of progress.  Cllr Brownlow provided details of suitable printers.
Action - Clerk

12/25
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Clerk proposed the following dates for Parish Litter Picks: 16 or 23 March: 8 or 22 June and 14 or 21 September.  Cllrs to inform the Clerk of their preferred dates.  Easter trail for 2025 was agreed to take place on Saturday, 12 April.  Clerk advised that Cllr Mrs Smith has confirmed she will set up trail activity, with arrangements to remain as in previous years. Cllr Mrs Thomson agreed to be Easter Bunny, with Cllr Brownlow as a reserve. Cllr Mrs Smith will contact John German to ask for a donation to support the event, Clerk will try to source other donations, arrangements to be finalised at March meeting.
Action – Cllrs and Clerk

b. Future events and advertising banner, were discussed.  Cllrs took the decision not to proceed with the proposed Parish Council VE Day event on 8 May 2025. Cllr Mrs Pugh advised the Council to be aware where any advertising banner is located, as it cannot be a distraction to motorists, permission to install a banner may be required. This was noted. Cllr Mrs Thomson advised that Community Speedwatch will resume in the Spring, more volunteers are needed.  Clerk advised an article had been added to the latest Paper Chase and that one volunteer had expressed interest last year, whose details have been retained. 
Action - Clerk

Cllr Mrs Thompson left the meeting at 8.50pm
13/25
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Road safety – Community Speedwatch was discussed briefly at 12/25b above.  Matter remains ongoing.
b. Book Swop – Chairman advised that some odd items had been left in the Book Swop, eg. TV remote/shoes and there was concern that it may become a dumping ground for unwanted items.  Cllr Brownlow advised he regularly checks it and Clerk advised that she had recently tidied it up. After discussion, it was agreed that Cllrs and Clerk will monitor the Book Swop and its condition/use. Any matters of concern to be noted and raised at Parish Council meetings.  To remain as an Agenda item.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
c. Remembrance Sunday – Cllr Brownlow asked if the Parish Council was interested in sending a Parish Council representative to the Service held at the German Cemetery, as he would be interested in being the Parish Council representative.  This was discussed and Cllrs agreed to Cllr Brownlow representing the Parish Council at future Remembrance Services at the German Cemetery.
Action – Cllr Brownlow
d. Phone coverage within village – item raised by Cllr Brownlow, who advised he is exploring the viability of setting up an internet mesh throughout the village. Matter is ongoing and Cllr Brownlow will bring any updates to future meetings. 

Action – Cllr Brownlow

e. Speed limit/weight limit along Brocton Road/Pool Lane – Clerk advised this matter was brought to the attention of Cllr Mrs Faunch in December 2024 by a resident. After investigation, Clerk established the resident lived in Berkswich Parish and signposted resident to contact Berkswich Parish Council directly.  Cllrs advised improvements had been seen regarding a reduction in numbers of HGV’s/7.5t vehicles travelling through village.  Bus has been seen driving through village and it has been noted that the standard of driving of driver is poor. Speeding remains an issue and it is hoped the re-activation of Speedwatch will help address this.  It was resolved to take no further action, unless the situation deteriorates. 
f. Purchase of memorial tree – matter raised by Clerk on behalf of Cllr Mrs Smith.  Clerk advised that the Brownies Brown Owl leader had recently passed away and Cllr Mrs Smith wished to make a request for a memorial tree to be planted in her memory.  This was discussed and Cllrs agreed that a memorial tree can be planted in the play park and to the purchase of an appropriate memorial plaque.  Brownies to purchase the tree, ideally from Brocton Nurseries, who will offer advice about the right tree, to avoid deer damage. Clerk to inform Cllr Mrs Smith to progress this with the Brownies.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith
14/25
CORRESPONDENCE

a. SCC Legal Services: S.36 – Old Coach Lane, Brocton & S.53 – addition of an alleged BOAT Old Coach Lane. References LH638G & HL548L.  Correspondence provided by SCC was considered and Cllrs agreed to accept position as outlined by SCC, with no comments.  Clerk to inform SCC Legal Services accordingly
Action - Clerk

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – any Public in attendance to leave meeting

15/25
CLERKS PERFORMANCE REVIEW – 2024

a. Clerk provided details of Performance Review carried out by Cllrs Mrs Smith, Mrs Thomson and Brownlow. No concerns were raised and Cllrs thanked the Clerk for her hard work.  Document was signed by Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith, on behalf of the Parish Council.
16/25
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Book Swop
b. Community Events
c. Road Safety
d. Play Park improvements
e. Parish website and email addresses
f. Electronic banking
Meeting ended at 10.15pm
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