
                                                                                 DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 4.12.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4 December 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch (Vice Chairman), Mrs B Smith, Mrs A Pugh, 

Mrs G Thomson, L Brownlow and J Howell.
SCC Cllr John Francis.
155/24
Apologies: SBC Cllr P Edgeller – family commitment.  It was resolved to accept the Apology as received.
156/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no public attended.
157/24
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. Cllr Mrs Pugh declared an interest in Minute Ref 175/24c and 175/24d and did not participate in discussions. 
158/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6 November 2024 were reviewed and a small amendment to Minute Ref 152/24a, as follows: £0.82p and £0.56p to replace 0.82p and 0.56p, was approved.  Minutes were amended and signed as a correct record.
159/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
No matters to be updated on.
160/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. The following matters were discussed with Cllr Francis;
· Repair/reinstatement of marker posts along Pool Lane.  Matter remains unresolved, Cllr Francis agreed to follow this matter up.
Action – Cllr Francis
· Service Rd wall, remains unrepaired.  Cllr Francis advised matter remains with SCC’s Highways for resolution.  

Action – SCC Highways
· Brook Lane/30mph repeater signs.  Matters remain ongoing with Cllr Francis and Chairman.
Action – Chairman and Cllr Francis
167/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. No update provided.
168/24
PLANNING

Planning Application considered between meetings:
a. 24/39710/FUL – White Gables, Pool Lane, Brocton. Proposed development is described as Variation of Conditions 2 and 5 on Planning Application 23/38556/HOU.  Proposals were fully considered and no objections were presented.  Planning Authority were informed on 25.11.2024.

No new Planning Applications received.
169/24
PLAY PARK
a. November inspection Report received.  It was noted that the deer continue to make holes in the perimeter hedge, Cllrs proposed to consider installation of appropriate fencing within the perimeter hedge, as part of play park improvements. No other items of concern were raised. 
b. Mole catching arrangements for 2025 were discussed, it was noted the price for the annual service remains unchanged.  Cllrs confirmed they remain happy with service being provided and it was resolved to confirm the arrangements for 2025. Payment was approved. Clerk to action. 
Action – Clerk
c. Cllrs discussed proposal from grass cutting contractor to increase number of cuts at play park from 7 to 14.  Clerk advised of increased costs associated with this increase.  After due consideration, it was resolved to leave cuts at 7 for 2025 and monitor growth during the season, it was noted that sufficient funds remain within the grass cutting budget to fund another 3 cuts in the season, if necessary.  Clerk to inform contractor accordingly.

Action – Clerk
170/24
GRASS CUTTING – 2025 SEASON

a. Cllrs agreed to remain with current contractor for 2025, whilst a review of the grass cutting contract was undertaken.  Clerk to confirm arrangements with contractor, as required. 
Action - Clerk
171/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Mid-year Audit review.  This was completed on 27.11.2024.  Auditor advised Parish Cllrs transition to gov.uk email addresses, as recommended by the external Auditors for the sector, referenced in the Practitioners Guide, March 2024. Briefing attended by Clerk, 3.12.2024, by Parish Council Domain Helper Service, advised transition to a gov.uk domain also, which demonstrates good practice and professionalism, is safe and accurate and offers robust cyber security, by being part of an official government department. Clerk advised this is not mandatory but is recommended for Parish Councils. After much discussion, Cllr Brownlow advised the Parish Council remained with our current co.uk domain and explore if our current provider could host new email addresses under our current domain. It was resolved the Clerk will follow this up and update Council in due course.
Action - Clerk
b. Civic Amenity visits – 2025. The following, preferred, dates were agreed: 8.3.25; 17.5.25; 12.7.25 and 11.10.25.  If not available, the alternative dates were agreed: 1.3.25; 24.5.25; 19.7.25 and 18.11.25.  Clerk to arrange.
Action - Clerk

c. Citizens Advice Outreach Service.  Enquires are ongoing and an update will be presented to full Council in due course.
Action – Clerk 
d. Remote meetings – live consultation.  A Parish Council response to the consultation was agreed, Clerk to action accordingly.  Cllrs confirmed their support for meeting attendance remotely to be made available: may increase attendance and is the modern approach.  Cllrs did not agree with allowing proxy voting. 
Action - Clerk
Cllr Francis left at 8.30pm

172/24
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.10.24 – 19.11.24)
Direct Debit payment
	£9.99
	£2.00
	£11.99



	Trendy Styles – via Amazon UK
	Christmas community event – hot chocolate.  Debit card purchase
	£9.95
	Nil
	£9.95

	Spec Offers – via Amazon UK
	Christmas community event – Haribo mini chamallows. Debit card purchase
	£8.32
	£1.67
	£9.99

	Tadbeer – via Amazon UK
	Christmas community event – sweet cone bags. Debit card purchase 
	£4.14
	£0.83
	£4.97

	Tesco
	Christmas community event – Cadburys heroes x 2 tubs. Debit card purchase
	£7.50
	£1.50
	£9.00


b. To approve the following payments: 

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for November 2024, plus Arrears from Apr – Oct. 
	£740.97
	Nil
	£740.97

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for December 
	£567.62
	Nil
	£567.62

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.11.24 – 5.12.24
	£193.09
	Nil
	£193.09

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Community Link Transport
	Payment for shuttle bus service in October and November
	£140.00
	Nil
	£140.00

	Stafford Borough Council
	Temporary road closure notice fee – carol singing event
	£135.00
	Nil
	£135.00

	B Smith
	Christmas community event – candy canes
	£8.90
	Nil
	£8.90


c. Bank Reconciliation up to 26.11.2024 was received and accepted. 
d. Chairman updated Council on progress towards electronic banking and reminded all approved signatories to complete their actions accordingly, as the electronic banking cannot proceed without this.  Clerk to provide all Cllrs with relevant Parish Council bank details, to enable them to complete their actions. Clerk advised that she has received no contact from the Co-operative Bank to date. 
Action – Cllrs and Clerk
e. Clerk provided details of costs for the appointment of an independent Internal Auditor for 2024/25, which was discussed.  It was resolved to confirm the appointment of Mrs K Squires, which the Clerk will action. 
Action – Clerk
f. Risk Assessment was reviewed.  Clerk advised, following discussion with the internal Auditor, that the level of Fidelity Cover seemed quite high for the size of the Parish Council and a reduction in the level of cover, may reduce the premium for 2025/26.  It was resolved the Clerk will explore this at the appropriate time and update the Council accordingly. Cllr Brownlow questioned the level of cover for Public Liability and it was advised this remains unchanged, to provide an acceptable level of protection for the Parish Council.  This was approved. 

Action - Clerk

173/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Final arrangements for Santa’s visit and carol singing were discussed. FB publicity of events was agreed.

Action – Cllrs and Clerk

b. Future events and advertising banner, which Cllr Mrs Smith is researching, to be brought to the February 2025 meeting.
Action – Cllrs and Clerk
c. No update was available on the moving of the speed cameras.  Chairman advised of a potential problem with one of the batteries, which is being investigated. 

Cllr Mrs Thompson left the meeting at 9.00pm
174/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Shuttle bus – since 3-month trial was set up only 2 passengers have used the service, in October and November, no users in December. After discussion Cllrs took the decision to end the trial and cancel the shuttle bus service with Community Link.  Clerk to insert and article in the next Paper Chase for residents’ information. 
Action - Clerk

b. Road safety – item was briefly discussed with Cllr Mrs Thomson and it was resolved to add this item to the next meeting.
Action - Clerk

c. Mobile police station – Cllrs commented that the use of the village hall as the location for the visit of the mobile police station in October did not work well, as it was too out of sight.  After discussion, it was resolved to approach the Post Office to explore if car park at the front of the Post Office could be used for a future visit.  Clerk to follow up and bring an update to full Council in due course. Cllrs were very impressed with the mobile police station itself.
Action – Clerk 

175/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Notification of interest rate reduction by Stafford Building Society was noted. 
b. Invitation from Stafford Borough Council to Civic Carol Service was noted, no interest declared.
c. Katharine House Hospice, Christmas tree collection service was received.  Cllrs confirmed their interest in this and agreed to a £20.00 donation.  Clerk advised collection service will commence from 6 January 2025. Clerk to progress and advise of tree collection date.  Cllr Mrs Faunch agreed to remove items from tree by 5 January 2025.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
d. Request from Katharine house Hospice for a donation was received and discussed. Cllrs were willing to support the request, however, asked the Clerk to approach Ingestre with Tixall Parish Council and explore a joint donation, for the purchase of a Lock Box.  Cllrs confirmed a donation of £70.00, if Ingestre with Tixall Parish Council could donate £44.00.  Cllrs suggested a name for the Lock Box: Broxall. Clerk to progress and update Council in due course.
Action – Clerk
e. Mature Road Users safety resource, details provided from the SPCA, was received and discussed. Cllrs felt some of the language used within the information provided, may cause offence to some road users and therefore, should be reviewed. It was felt that within Brocton, it may not be possible to secure attendance at a meeting of 30-40 road users and therefore, a joint venture with another Parish Council, possible Berkswich was suggested. Clerk was requested to explore this and update the Council in due course.

Action - Clerk

176/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Clerks Performance Review - 2024
b. Community events, including events banner – all Cllrs

c. Road Safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson

d. Play Park improvements – Cllrs Mrs Faunch, Mrs Smith and L Brownlow
e. Remembrance Sunday, Parish Council attendance – Cllr L Brownlow

f. Phone coverage within village – Cllr L Brownlow

Meeting ended at 21.35pm
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