
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 2.10.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2 October 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch (Vice Chairman), Mrs B Smith – joined via zoom, Mrs A Pugh and J Howell.
SCC Cllr John Francis and SBC Cllr Peter Edgeller.
121/24
Apologies – Cllrs L Brownlow– family commitment, Mrs Thomson – work commitment. It was resolved to accept the Apologies as presented. 
122/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no public attended.
123/24
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of interest were declared.
124/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 September 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
125/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
No matters to be updated on.
126/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. The following matters were raised with Cllr Francis;
· Repair/reinstatement of marker posts along Pool Lane.  Cllr Francis advised that this is being dealt with by Richard Rayson, SCC’s Principal Highways Officer, however, SCC currently have staffing resource issues, which will affect the progress on this matter. It was resolved to continue to monitor the situation. 
Action - Clerk

· Brook Lane.  Cllr Francis advised that some exploratory work has been carried out by SCC.  It was resolved the Chairman and Cllr Francis will clarify this.
Action – Chairman and Cllr Francis
· Brocton crossroads. Cllr Francis advised of an SCC meeting on 23 October, where this matter will be raised. Chairman to accompany Cllr Francis. It was resolved Clerk to provide details of accidents/near misses for Chairman and Cllr Francis. 
Action - Clerk
· Poppy Wreath – Cllr Francis confirmed this will be provided for the Parish. 

Action – Cllr Francis
127/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller provided an update on the following matters:
· Brocton Cresent.  No planning application has been submitted for improvement works already carried out.  This includes fencing around the property, with temporary metal gates that open onto A34 by bus layby.  Cllr Edgeller has requested planning department look into tree work carried out on property grounds.  It was resolved to monitor situation.

Action – Clerk, Cllrs and Cllr Edgeller 
· 18 Brocton Cresent, 24/39316/LDCPP. No full planning application has been submitted and it was resolved to continue to monitor situation.  Cllr Francis advised the County is struggling to find suitable accommodation for the increase in children needing to be housed and are having to look at private houses. 
Action – Clerk, Cllrs and Cllr Edgeller
· White Gables.  Further to original ‘call in’ SBC presented a 20-page report to developers, as proposals were deemed to be detrimental to the local area.  Report has been accepted by developers.  SBC are questioning damage to tree roots of protected trees, caused by drive works already completed – this matter remains under review.  Cllr Edgeller will continue to monitor and keep Council informed.

Action – Cllr Edgeller
· Manor Farm. No update available, matter will remain under review.
128/24
PLANNING

No new Planning Applications for consideration.

129/24
PLAY PARK
a. September inspection Report received.  Work to close hole in perimeter hedge remains outstanding, but will be completed shortly.  No other items of concern were raised. 
b. Clerk advised Council that TGM have cleared away grass cuttings from existing metal fencing and offered their apologies, this was noted and accepted by Cllrs.
c. Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs Faunch provided the following update on play park improvements: park has been split into areas, Cllrs are identifying suitable replacement equipment and sourcing costs.  A project plan will be produced for discussion at the next budget meeting. Clerk requested Cllr Francis follow up enquiry made to explore if SCC can offer any funding, as no response has been received to date.  Cllr Francis suggested reviewing whether an application to SCC’s Environmental Fund might be appropriate, which the Clerk will investigate.  Clerk requested Cllr Edgeller investigate if any funding might be available from SBC to support the project. A suggestion of sponsorship support from residents was discussed and it was agreed to include an article in an edition of the Paper Chase to explore this.
Action – Clerk, SCC Cllr Francis and SBC Cllr Edgeller
130/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Parish Council meeting dates for 2025/26 were discussed and approved. Clerk to email dates to all Cllrs for information. 
Action - Clerk

b.  PCSO Gareth Higgins has written to registered keeper of a vehicle, over the 7.5tonne weight limit, that had been seen travelling through the village, to inform them of the weight limit and advise them of the consequences of failing to adhere to the newly imposed limit.  Cllrs requested PCSO visit RJ Aggregates, in person, to discuss the weight limit with them, as they continue to ignore the limit.
Action - Clerk

c. Marker posts along Pool Lane – see Minute Ref 126/24 above.
d. Community shuttle bus – trial to commence from 7 October.  Cllr Mrs Smith to re-post on FB as a reminder for residents. See Minute Ref 135/24a below for more details.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith
e. SCC funding sources for play park improvements – no response received from SCC contact advised by Cllr Francis, who agreed to follow this up with them directly.
Action – Cllr Francis
f. Christmas carol singing – Sunday, 8 December.  Event is being progressed, Clerk to send carol booklet to choir, as a reminder.  Cllr Mrs Smith to create QR code for booklet for any attendees who may be interested. 
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith
Cllr Francis left at 8.30pm
131/24
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.8.24 – 19.9.24)
Direct Debit payment
	£9.99
	£2.00
	£11.99


	Electricfix
	Woodworm treatment for bus shelter – Debit card purchase
	£24.99
	£5.00
	£29.99

	Tayna Ltd
	Replacement batteries for speed devices – Debit card purchase
	£95.34
	£19.07
	£114.41


b. To approve the following payments: 

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for September 2024
	£560.57
	Nil
	£560.57

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	30.9.2024: Village Green x 3 cuts; village cuts 12 & 13; extra verge on A34; verge at Brocton Cres; verge on A34 from telegraph pole; banks in Pool Lane x 1; play field at Sawpit Lane x 2
	£554.04
	£110.81
	£664.85

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.9.24 – 5.10.24
	£129.60
	Nil
	£129.60


c. The initial date for the 2025/26 budget discussions was agreed.  Clerk will work with the following Cllrs to progress this: Chairman – Cllr Bates, Vice Chairman – Mrs Faunch, Cllrs Mrs Pugh and Howell.  Cllrs Mrs Smith, Mrs Thomson and Brownlow will progress performance review for Clerk.  Clerk to complete all necessary paperwork and email details to appropriate Cllrs.
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs

132/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Cllr Mrs Pugh provided an update on Brocton in Bloom. Minor updates to the planting plan are being made and once completed details will be provided to Clerk and all Cllrs.  Application for Licence to Plant to be considered as part of the 2025/26 budget discussions. Cllr Mrs Pugh advised John German are willing to support a planter.
Action – Cllrs and Clerk

b. Halloween – Cllr Mrs Smith advised 60 pumpkins have been ordered at a total cost of £95.00, for delivery on 23 October.  After discussion, it was resolved interested parties, from outside the village, can join in with the trail but will not be provided with pumpkins.  Cllrs requested Clerk inform all those participating to take any litter home and not to discard pumpkins on the Chase. John German to sponsor children’s prize and Chetwynd Arms to sponsor adult’s prize, which Cllr Mrs Smith will arrange. 
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith
Cllr Edgeller left the meeting at 9.00pm

133/24
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 2025

a. Date was agreed as 30 April 2025.  Clerk advised the following speakers have been secured: SCC’s Waste Minimisation Officer and SBC’s Climate Change representatives (Bee friendly focus) and Hedgehog Highway to be promoted. Therefore, meeting focus was agreed as environmental.  For 2026, the following attendees to be arranged: Fire Service, PCSO and CSW representation – safety focus.
Action - Clerk

134/24
SCC’S LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN

a. Cllr Howell provided the following update, following his attendance at SCC’s meeting on 20 September.  SCC have been consulting on this over several months; approx. 50 attendees were at the meeting. The following matters were raised with the Highways Officer: 

· Brocton crossroads - not high on SCC’s priority list; 
· approach to pothole repairs appears hit and miss – advised each pothole is risk assessed, which will identify ones requiring earlier repair;
· many pavements overgrown, very narrow due to vegetation – need to be reported on an individual basis; 
· speed of vehicles/lorries – report to Police;
· public transport – run by private companies and outside of control of SCC; 
· gullies/road sweeping – dealt with on a cyclical basis or if requested.  
Once consultation has ended, plan will be circulated for further consideration. Chairman thanked Cllr Howell for attending on his behalf.

135/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Community shuttle bus – trial to commence on Tuesday, 8 October.  Publicity has been ongoing, via Community Link, FB, Parish website, Parish Notice Boards, Post Office and Book Swop.  See Minute Ref 130/24d above for more details.
b. Bus shelter on A34 - Chairman advised woodworm treatment has been purchased and treating of the bus shelter will be dealt with as soon as possible. Signs for Book Swop and Defibrillator were discussed, Chairman advised he will speak with AEDdonate regarding any signage they may be able to provide.  Further discussions to take place at the 2025/26 budget meeting. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
c. Community Speed watch and road safety was discussed.  It was resolved to hold an update meeting in Spring 2025, provide refreshments and invite PCSO, Safer Roads Partnership team reps.  Link with data from speed devices.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Brownlow
136/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Katharine House Open Day invitation.  This was noted.
b. Policing and Fire & Rescue.  Details were noted, no comments presented.

c. Mayor’s Charity Appeal, Wreath making workshop.  This was noted.

d. Remembrance Day Service parade.  This was noted. 
137/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Community events 
b. Budget 2025/26
Meeting ended at 21.45pm
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