
                                                                                 DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 6.11.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 6 November 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch (Vice Chairman), Mrs B Smith, Mrs A Pugh, 

Mrs G Thomson and L Brownlow.
SCC Cllr John Francis and SBC Cllr Peter Edgeller.
138/24
Apologies: Cllr J Howell – meeting clash. It was resolved to accept the Apology as received.
139/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no public attended.
140/24
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of interest were declared.
141/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 October 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
142/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
No matters to be updated on.
143/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. The following matters were raised with Cllr Francis;
· Repair/reinstatement of marker posts along Pool Lane.  Cllr Francis advised that this matter is still with Richard Rayson, SCC’s Principal Highways Officer and agreed to follow the matter up directly with SCC’s Highways Officer.
Action – Cllr Francis
· Service Rd wall, remains unrepaired.  Cllr Francis to raise this with SCC’s Highways Officer.  It was noted that some residents are having difficulty getting out of the Service Rd onto Sawpit Lane due to vehicle(s) being parked inappropriately on the Service Rd – Cllrs to monitor situation.

Action – Cllr Francis and Cllrs

· Brook Lane.  Cllr Francis and Chairman to review Brook Lane.
Action – Chairman and Cllr Francis
· 30mph repeater signs – Cllr Francis advised he is discussing the need for some extra repeater signs in the village with SCC’s Highways Officer and will update the Parish Council in due course.  Vice Chairman Mrs Faunch will identify number of 30mph signs from her property to 2nd Brook Lane entrance from Milford.
Action – Cllr Francis and Vice Chairman Mrs Faunch
· Cllr Francis requested Cllr Edgeller investigate what is happening with Manor Farm, as he has received a number of emails complaining about the site, saying it is an eyesore.
Action – Cllr Edgeller

· Poppy Wreath – Cllr Francis provided this for the Parish, which all Cllrs present expressed their thanks to Cllr Francis. 

144/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller provided an update on the following matters:
· White Gables.  Cllr Edgeller advised he has visited the property next door to White Gables.  Clerk advised another Planning Application has just been received: 24/39710/FUL to vary Conditions 2 and 5 in relation to the original Planning Application.  Cllrs raised their concerns about this and it was resolved that all Cllrs will consider the new Application and provide their comments to the Clerk by no later than 22.11.2024, for submission to the Planning Authority. Cllr Edgeller agreed to look into the matter again and provide an update to the Clerk.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs and Cllr Edgeller 

· Manor Farm – Cllr Edgeller advised this will need to be monitored with South Staffs, as land belonging to property is split between Brocton Parish and South Staffs. 
Action – Cllr Edgeller

145/24
PLANNING

No new Planning Applications for consideration – see Minute Ref 144/24a above.
146/24
PLAY PARK
a. October inspection Report received.  it was noted that deer droppings are still evident in play park, but are reducing.  It is believed deer are getting into/exiting the park through the perimeter hedge.  No other items of concern were raised. 
b. Update on play park improvements was provided by Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs Faunch – Report is being developed, which will include proposals and prices and will be provided to full Council for consideration in due course.   It is hoped that appointments will be made in the New Year with suppliers to visit the park and advise on prices. 
Action – Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs Faunch
147/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Weight limit through the village was discussed and it was resolved to take no further action at present.  Situation to be monitored and reviewed when works to A34 have been completed. 
Action - Cllrs
b. Marker posts on Pool Lane – see Minute Ref 143/24a above.
c. Clerk to provide details of potential funding sources, for play park improvements, from SCC, to Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs Faunch for consideration.

Action – Clerk and Vice Chairman
d. Application to SCC’s Climate Change Fund to cover purchase of Brocton in Bloom Licence to Plant was submitted too late.  Criteria is not met for an application to 2nd round of funding, which is now open. Cllr Francis advised submitting another application in April 2025, which was agreed.
Action - Clerk
e. Carol singing in village on 8 December was discussed. Clerk advised no further response has been received from Berkswich choir – to be followed up.  Road closure application has been submitted to SBC. Sweets (2 boxes) and mince pies (6 packs) will be purchased, resident has confirmed music/PA system is available.  Cllr Mrs Smith to invite brownies to attend. Christmas tree will be provided by Brocton Nurseries.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith

f. Clerk advised that the new legislation requiring Parish Council’s to comply with the duty to prevent sexual harassment is still ongoing and an update will be provided in due course.
Action – Clerk 
Cllr Francis left at 8.30pm
148/24
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.9.24 – 19.10.24)
Direct Debit payment
	£9.99
	£2.00
	£11.99


	Bednall Pumpkins
	60 pumpkins – purchase approved at October meeting.  Cheque 201184
	£96.00
	Nil
	£96.00

	Tesco
	Stationery – Debit card purchase
	£9.17
	£1.83
	£11.00

	Asda
	Stationery and 16 x 2nd class stamps – Debit card purchase 
	£15.10
	Nil
	£15.10


b. To approve the following payments: 

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for October 2024
	£555.17
	Nil
	£555.17

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	31.10.2024: Village cut 14; extra verge on A34; verge at Brocton Cres; verge on A34 from telegraph pole; play field at Sawpit Lane x 1 and annual hedge cut at play field
	£401.95
	£80.39
	£482.34

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.10.24 – 5.11.24
	£129.60
	Nil
	£129.60

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – issue no. 72
	£116.90
	Nil
	£116.90


c. Receipt of Precept = £8,110.00 was noted.
d. Chairman enquired if Cllrs had received contact from Co-operative Bank regarding the move towards electronic banking and requested Cllrs respond as soon as possible.  Clerk is continuing to work on this transition. 
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs

149/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Cllr Mrs Thomson provided an update on community events planning and advised that a meeting is being scheduled with VH Chair at end of November – all Cllrs invited to come along.  Requests for advertising being received and it was resolved that adverts for village events can be placed – meeting dates for Brocton WI to be included in the Paper Chase.
Action – Cllrs and Clerk

b. VE Day 80 – 8 May 2025.  Cllrs confirmed their interest in this event and Clerk will forward details received to all Cllrs for further consideration.
Action – Cllrs and Clerk

c. Halloween – Cllr Mrs Smith advised the recent event was very well received by all participants and some very lovely feedback had been received. Very successful event. 
d. Santa’s visit to village was discussed.  Cllr Mrs Smith to arrange small gifts for children, which was approved, details to be provided to Clerk for purchase. Santa stop here signs to be displayed along Santa’s route through the village, which the Chairman and Cllr Mrs Smith will arrange.

Action – Clerk, Chairman and Cllr Mrs Smith

150/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Cllrs discussed the Community shuttle bus and agreed to promote the service with the village WI.  Clerk to request Community Link ‘jazz’ the poster to promote the trip on 3.12.24 as a Christmas shopping opportunity – this can be circulated at the Village Hall Christmas Fair on 16.11.24.

Action – Clerk and Cllrs

151/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Mayor’s invitation to Stafford Gatehouse Pantomime, Gala Night, 12.12.24.  This was noted.
b. Rural Affordable Housing in Staffordshire. Details were noted, and Cllrs requested Clerk follow up what happens next, should an interest be expressed. 
Action - Clerk

c. Electric Vehicle Chargers in village This was discussed and Cllrs felt it was not relevant to the Parish Council; however, it may be of interest to the Village Hall.  It was resolved the Clerk will provide details to VH Chair.

Action – Clerk
d. Citizens Advice Outreach Service. Cllrs expressed an interest in this service, however, wanted to be clear about any associated costs before progressing this interest. It was resolved Clerk will investigate any costs and provide an update to full Council in due course. 
e. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2024/25 – Wreath Making Workshop.  This was noted. 
Cllr Edgeller left the meeting at 9.00pm

FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE CONFIDENTIAL – NO PUBLIC WERE IN ATTENDANCE

152/24
DRAFT BUDGET PROPOSALS 2025-26

a. Clerk provided all Cllrs present with details of DRAFT Budget for 2025/26 that had been prepared by Clerk, Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs Mrs Pugh and Howell. It was noted that should the Council choose to leave the Precept for 2025/26 unchanged, there will be a cost increase to parishioners of 0.82p per annum, based upon an average Band D property. Cllrs discussed the need to improve the play park, meet the costs associated with the NI changes from April 2025, as a result of the recent Government’s budget, ensure all other price increases are accommodated and took the decision to set the Precept for 2025/26 at £15,500.00 per annum.  This represents an increase of £300.00 per annum and will mean a further cost to parishioners of 0.56p per annum, in addition to the 0.82p increase that will be applied. 
153/24
CLERKS PERFORMANCE REVIEW – 2024

a. it was resolved to move this item to the December Agenda
154/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Clerks Performance Review - 2024
b. Budget 2025/26 – Clerk and all Cllrs
c. Community events, including events banner – all Cllrs
d. Road Safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson

e. Mobile Police Station – all Cllrs

Meeting ended at 21.50pm
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