
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 4.9.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4 September 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs A Pugh, J Howell and L Brownlow.
SCC Cllr John Francis. 
Gareth Higgins – PCSO also attended from 7.45pm – 8.30pm.
106/24
Apologies – Cllrs Mrs Faunch – family commitment, Mrs Thomson – child care difficulties, Mrs Smith - illness and SBC Cllr P Edgeller – holiday.
107/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – Gareth Higgins, PCSO provided an update on crime within the area, for which it was noted there has been no significant increase in ASB over the last 12 months. All incidents of poaching need to be reported to the Police, specific wildlife team to deal with this. Can offer to arrange for the Mobile Police station to visit the village – Cllrs interested in this and it was resolved Clerk will progress this with Gareth.
Action - Clerk and Gareth Higgins.
Cllr Francis commented he is keen to see the Rural Crime Unit re-instated. 
108/24
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. None declared.
109/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3 July 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
110/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 98/24a – Planning Application 24/39137/FUL.  The Old Post Office, Chase Road, Brocton. The following comments were presented to the Planning Authority on 30.7.24: the Parish Council has considered the above planning application and whilst it does not wish to present any objections to the proposed application, the Parish Cllrs do wish to present the following comments that they wish to be taken into consideration when any planning decisions are made.
1. The Old Post Office is located on Chase Road and is in close proximity to the junctions of Old Acre Lane and The Green, all of which are relatively narrow rural roads, with tight bends.  The Cllrs are concerned about the logistics of building material delivery vehicles and construction vehicles accessing the property, as well as construction vehicles and the owners own vehicles being parked at the property whilst the building works are ongoing.  Chase Road is a narrow road, which leads directly onto the Chase and the volume of traffic using this road, is quite significant.  It is also the only route to Brocton Nursery. With this in mind and in order to ensure that safe access along Chase Road is maintained throughout the building work, the Cllrs specifically request that any approval granted is conditional upon construction vehicles and owner’s vehicles, along with any skips and building materials, remaining within the curtilage of the property. 
In addition, the potential for inadequacy of turning and loading facilities is of concern and account needs to be taken of this, as there is a real potential for significant disruption, not only to residents of neighbouring properties, but to residents of the village of Brocton, as a whole, who will use Chase Road as a means of access to the Chase.  Of course, this also applies to visitors.
2.There is a potential impact upon a neighbouring property, with regards to the potential for a reduction in daylight from the west elevation of the proposed extension.  It is accepted that any further comments of this nature will be for the affected neighbour to present, however, the Parish Cllrs felt it was a relevant point to raise, for due consideration to be given to this. 
Finally, the Parish Cllrs would like to comment that the planning drawings were not easy to follow.  A decision was taken, in discussion with SBC Cllr P Edgeller to request the application be ‘called in’, so as to allow for more time to study the proposals. However, as the Chairman of the Parish Council and Cllr Edgeller have now seen the plans in hard copy, it was easier to study the proposals and therefore it is our understanding that the ‘call in’ has been withdrawn.   However, the point of difficulty in being able to fully study the plans online needs to be borne in mind and the Cllrs request that it should be made mandatory for plans, when submitted, to be easier to follow, in order that appropriate and relevant comments can be made.
The above comments were noted and no further comments were made.
111/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. The following matters were raised with Cllr Francis;
· Repair/reinstatement of marker posts along Pool Lane.  Clerk and Chairman have assessed the posts, some of which are missing and need to be replaced, others need to be re-set into position.  Can Cllr Francis support with this and will SCC fund this work?  Cllr Francis advised it is unlikely SCC will fund any of the work, however, he will discuss with Richard Rayson – SCC Principal Community Highways Officer.  It was resolved Clerk will send a copy of the Report outlining the details regarding the posts and it was hoped a site visit could be arranged for all of the posts to be assessed, which would remove the need to report each missing/damaged post individually. 

Action – Clerk and Cllr Francis
· Brook Lane.  Cllr Francis to send latest response from SCC’s Becky Fuller to Clerk, dated 4.9.24.  Some interim repairs have been carried out on Brook Lane, as action was needed to mitigate a potential hazard. SCC do not believe there are any other issues, of a hazardous nature, present.  Cllr Francis suggested it may be possible to fill in the bigger holes with materials removed from A34, which will be explored with SCC Highways. No action has been taken with regards to drainage channels and Cllr Francis has been requested to follow this up on behalf of the Parish Council.
Action – Cllr Francis
· Weeds in verges/gullies along Sherbrook Close and Sawpit Lane/Pool Lane.  Clerk advised Reports were submitted to SCC in July; both have been acknowledged but no response has been received regarding any action that may/may not be taken. Cllr Francis was unable to say if these will be addressed. 
· Enforcement of weight limit through village. Cllr Francis confirmed that breaches of the Order need to be dealt with and requested Gareth Higgins to follow this up.  Gareth advised that should HGVs come through the village then this needs to be recorded by the Community speed watch team.  Clerk to inform Cllr Mrs Thomson to make arrangements to inform Gareth of dates for speed watch sessions, who will attend, if possible. 

Action – Clerk, Cllr Mrs Thomson and Gareth Higgins

· Poppy Wreath – Cllr Francis to provide this for the Parish. 

Action – Cllr Francis

112/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller did not attend and no update was made available.
113/24
PLANNING

a. 24/39344/LDC – Everglades, Chase Road, Brocton. Details received to confirm original planning application, submitted in 2011, is extant.  Application was discussed and no further comments were made.  Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly. 
Action - Clerk

114/24
PLAY PARK
a. July inspection Report received.  Gap in perimeter hedge was discussed and it was resolved to carry out necessary works to close up the gap, now that the new fencing has been installed. Cllrs Brownlow and Bates will progress this work.  Clerk to inform volunteers accordingly.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Brownlow and Bates

August Inspection Report to follow from Cllr Mrs Smith. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith

b. The new fencing was discussed and Cllrs confirmed they are happy with the result.  Grass cuttings that are piling up around the other fencing has been brought to the attention of the grass cutting contractor – awaiting response. 
c. Cllr Brownlow provided a brief update on the play park improvements, being considered by Cllrs Mrs Smith, Mrs Faunch and himself.  Each Cllr has been allocated a specific project and further updates will follow.  Add to October Agenda for further update.  Cllr Francis suggested contacting SCC’s Becky Fuller for possible funding avenues – Clerk agreed to follow up.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs.

Cllr Francis left at 9.00pm
115/24
CLERKS REPORT
a. Brook Lane.  See Minute Ref 111/24a above.
b. Overgrown weeds in verges/gully/kerbs. Items have been reported to SCC Highways for Sherbrook Close, Sawpit Lane and Pool Lane. Reports acknowledged. See Minute Ref 111/24a above.
c. Moles in play park. Mole catcher has dealt with this. No further evidence of moles present.
d. Thank you letter to garage.  This was noted.
e. Annual Parish meeting – possible attendees. Founder of Highways Hedgehog Project is unable to attend, too far to travel, but has shared a video that could be used at the meeting, along with information leaflets that could be printed for residents. No response received from SBC Corporate Climate Change Officer; it was resolved to follow this up. SCC’s Waste Minimisation Officer has agreed to attend.  Date of meeting to be confirmed, subject to availability of village hall – Clerk to follow up and secure attendees.  Cllr Mrs Thomson proposed representation from Fire Service – to be considered at future meeting.
Action - Clerk

f. Community Bus Service for village. 3-month trial with Community Link has been arranged, from October to December; 8.10.24, 5.11.24 and 3.12.24.  Posters prepared by Community Link, to be delivered around village by Cllrs – copy attached as Appendix A. Continuation of service to be reviewed in December.  Clerk to progress this with Community Link.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
g. Grass cutting grant.  Receipt of grant from SCC of £2498.00 was noted.

h. End of Year 2023-24 Audit. This has now been completed and no contact from parishioners was received.
i. Christmas carol singing.  Clerk to progress road closure, same as last year; liaise with choir regarding attendance on 8.12.24 and provide support with carol booklets for residents, i.e. collating/printing. Cllr Mrs Smith to provide brownies, Clerk to purchase mince pies and chocolates.  Further details to be discussed and agreed in October.

Action – Clerk and Cllrs
j. Overhanging trees on footpath Brocton 3. Golf club have confirmed these will be cut back. Also, trees along Walton Lane are regularly monitored and dealt with, as required, also fence along Lane is under review.

k. Duty to prevent sexual harassment.  New legislation effective from October 2024, matter being followed up with SPCA, further updates to follow.

Action – Clerk 

116/24
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.6.24 – 19.7.24 and 20.7.24 – 19.8.24) 

Direct Debit payment
	£9.99
£9.99

	£2.00
£2.00

	£11.99
£11.99


	Bradbury Rise Stores
	Stamps x 16 2nd class – Debit card purchase
	£13.60
	Nil
	£13.60


b. To approve the following payments: 

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for August 2024
	£571.37
	Nil
	£571.37

	AEDdonate
	Defibrillator Maintenance Package fee up to 30.5.2025
	£69.99
	£14.00
	£83.99

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	Annual Park inspection - unaccompanied
	£132.00
	£26.40
	£158.40

	Staffs Parish Councils Association
	New Cllr training course x 2
	£60.00
	£12.00
	£72.00

	J Newham
	Donation towards purchase of new street sign – Brocton Crescent. Approved 5.6.2024.
	£50.00
	Nil
	£50.00

	Paid to:


	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Trent Grounds Maintenance 
	31.7.24: Footpath 3, plus litter pick; Village Green x 3 cuts; village cuts 8 & 9: extra verge on A34; verge at Brocton Cres; verge on A34 from telegraph pole; banks in Pool Lane x 1; play field at Sawpit Lane x 1
	£642.57
	£128.51
	£771.08

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	30.8.2024: Village Green x 2 cuts; village cuts 10 & 11; extra verge on A34; verge at Brocton Cres; verge on A34 from telegraph pole
	£379.03
	£75.81
	£454.84

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.7.24 – 5.9.24
	£259.20
	Nil
	£259.20

	Valerie Bates
	Parish meeting expenses
	£6.45
	Nil
	£6.45

	LA Fencing Contractors Ltd
	New fence in play park
	£5735.00
	£1147.00
	£6882.00


c. It was resolved the 2025/26 budget discussions will commence from October 2024 and all Cllrs will consider what projects/funding requirements will be needed for 2025/26 and will bring these to the October meeting for consideration.
Action – all Cllrs

117/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Cllr Mrs Pugh provided an update on Brocton in Bloom, all Cllrs to review proposed planting sites and confirm agreement. Subject to approval, Licence to Plant to be applied for, with budget allocated for purchase of plants/bulbs.  It was resolved to progress matter at October meeting.
Action – Cllrs and Clerk

b. Community Engagement was discussed and it was resolved to add this item to the October Agenda for Cllr Mrs Thomson. 
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson

118/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. To approve purchase of items for maintenance of book swop. Chairman advised some areas of telephone kiosk needs re-painting; purchase of paint was approved.  Sticker, or something similar, to cover over telephone label at top of kiosk with either Brocton or Book Swop was discussed, Cllr Brownlow agreed to look into this further.
Action – Cllrs Bates and Brownlow
b. To approve purchase of maintenance items for bus shelter on A34. Chairman advised bus shelter has significant woodworm which needs to be treated.  It was resolved to approve the purchase of an appropriate woodworm treatment, that was environmentally friendly. Residents had requested a seat in the bus shelter and Cllr Bates will progress this, which was approved.
Action – Cllr Bates
c. The revised Paper Chase delivery schedule, as presented by the Clerk – version 19 was approved. Clerk to send copy to all Cllrs for noting. 
Action - Clerk
d. Road Safety – it was resolved to add this item to the October Agenda. Cllr Brownlow confirmed he will review the software data link, as provided by the Clerk and bring an update to the October meeting. Cllr Bates commented that a speedwatch date needs to be identified as a matter of priority and will follow this up with Cllr Mrs Thomson to progress.  Cllr Howell agreed to attend the SCC’s Local Transport Plan meeting, in place of Cllr Bates, on 20.9.24 and bring an update to the October meeting.  It was resolved to raise the matter of Brocton crossroads. Cllr Bates to provide Cllr Howell with meeting details.  Cllr Bates advised that one of the speed camera batteries was no longer charging.  It was resolved to check the condition of the other battery and approval was given to purchase 2 new batteries, if needed.
Action – Cllrs Brownlow, Bates, Howell and Mrs Thomson

e. Cllr Howell provided an update on the wooden structures that were in place at Crosswinds on Chase Road – work has been carried out to move these wooden structures further back from the highway.  It is hoped this will mean that Chase Road is now safer for all users
119/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. NALC Community Safety Survey – this was considered and it was resolved not to provide a response.
b. Fire and Rescue Service. Community Risk Management Plan 2025-2028.  This was considered, Cllrs commented that it all seemed relatively sensible and therefore, no comments were to be provided.
120/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Play park improvements, to include new fencing and grass cuttings
b. Annual Parish meeting - 2025
c. Community bus service
d. Community events

e. Road safety

f. Budget 2025-26
Meeting ended at 10.00 pm
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