
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 3.7.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 3 July 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch (Vice Chairman), Cllrs Mrs B Smith, Mrs A Pugh, 
Mrs G Thomson (arrived at 7.41pm), J Howells and L Brownlow.
SCC Cllr John Francis and SBC Cllr Edgeller. 
91/24
Apologies – None received.
92/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no public attended.
93/24
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson declared an interest in Minute Ref 98/24a below.
94/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 5 June 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
b. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 June 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
95/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 73/24, 74/24 and 75/24 – updated Parish Council documents have all been added to the Parish website. 
b. 77/24 – new Parish Cllrs details have been added to the Parish website and SBC have been informed of their co-option. Training has been arranged, via zoom, for 10.7.2024. New Cllrs to contact Clerk if email link to zoom training not received.
Action – Cllrs Howells and Brownlow.

c. 84/24g – AGAR 2023/24, Period of Public Rights Notices are on display in the Parish and the website and will run until 19.7.2024. 
96/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis advised that the weight limit signs are being constructed and works are planned for w/c 5 August 2024, with associated road markings. 
97/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller provided the following update on the Planning Application for White Gables: Planning Officers have received a 20-page report for the house, which had been changed considerably since the original application, this has now been approved.  There are some ongoing issues with the trees on the property, which are still being reviewed and approval has not been given. Applicant told to relocate bat houses. 
98/24
PLANNING

a. 24/39137/FUL – The Old Post Office, Chase Road, Brocton.  Proposed right flank 2 storey extension, proposed left flank 2 storey extension.  Demolition of existing garage, proposed garage and proposed open porch.  Cllrs, excluding Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson, to provide comments to Clerk by 20.7.24 for submission to planning authority.
Action – all Cllrs and Clerk

99/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Brocton in Bloom. Licence to plant has not been applied for, waiting for agreement of areas to plant flowers within village. Information to be provided by Cllr Mrs Pugh for adding to the Parish website by Cllr Brownlow.
Action – Cllrs Mrs Pugh and Brownlow
b. Community Events - group to be set up to discuss and agree events.  Join up with village hall events, where possible. 
Action – all Cllrs

100/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Damaged/missing posts along Pool Lane. Clerk, Chairman and Cllr Francis to carry out a review on 12.7.24 and agree next steps for replacement/repair.
Action – Clerk, Chairman and Cllr Francis

b. Road Safety. Data from speed cameras has not been downloaded, Cllr Brownlow to review with Clerk. Rotation of speed cameras was discussed; it was resolved to confirm if volunteers are willing to continue to change batteries if cameras are re-located.  Purchase of a new solar powered device was discussed, for ease of battery changing, new pole may be required. Clerk to explore funding opportunities with SCC. More volunteers may be required to support the Community Speed Watch activity, post on FB to be considered, include article in next edition of Paper Chase. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs Mrs Thomson and Brownlow
c. Bee Friendly Event hosted by SBC.  Cllr Mrs Pugh provided an update following her attendance at a recent event, SBC have received a bee friendly award. Cllrs expressed an interest in becoming more bee friendly, possibly no mow in the play park in the summer, with bee friendly signs displayed – create a Brocton Bee Project.  Explore inviting bee friendly representatives to the 2025 Annual Parish meeting. Information to be added to Parish Council website and the next edition of the Paper Chase.  Link Project with Hedgehog Project – see Minute Ref 104/24a below.
Action – Cllrs/Clerk
d. Litter Pick. 12 bags of rubbish were collected.  Lots of litter is hidden in the long grass.  It was noted that the garage forecourt was spotless, with very little litter to pick up.  It was resolved to write and thank the garage owners for their efforts in keeping the area litter free.

Action – Clerk
e. Brocton 4 footpath. Brocton 4 is very overgrown and has been reported to SCC Rights of Way for clearing – this has been accepted by SCC, who will address this. 
Action – Clerk
Cllr Mrs Thompson left the meeting at 8.50pm

101/24
PLAY PARK

a. June Inspection Report to follow from Cllr Mrs Smith.  

Action – Cllr Mrs Smith
b. Clerk and Chairman to carry out site visit with contractor for new fencing in the park on 17.7.24.  Matter ongoing and Clerk to keep Council informed in order for working party to be set up to remove tree stump before work commences. 

Action – Clerk and Chairman

Cllrs Francis and Edgeller left the meeting at 9.05pm

102/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Damaged Street name sign – Brocton Crescent.  Resident has been informed of Parish Council decision to offer donation of £50.00 towards cost of purchase of new sign.  Resident has agreed to follow the matter up with SBC and residents of Brocton Crescent.  If matter is to be progressed resident will make contact in due course.  Matter remains ongoing.
b. Community Bus Service from Community Link.  Cllrs remain interested in providing this service for residents, with a 3-month trial between October and December, 1 trip per month in the first week. Payment issues and publicity to be clarified.  Leaflet drop around the village suggested. Cllrs enquired if existing service from Baswich could be extended to include Brocton? Suggestion of support from John German, as a possible booking point. Clerk to contact Community Link to progress matter and keep the Council updated. Matter ongoing.
Action – Clerk 
c. Installation of Pool Lane Notice Board.   Notice Board has now been installed and will hopefully be more accessible for residents. Thank you to Cllr Francis for his generous donation of £500.00 towards the purchase of this Notice board.
d. Footpaths/bridleways. Request for TGM to strim footpath Brocton 3 was submitted and it was noted that this work has now been completed. However, the trees are overhanging the footpath and it was resolved to contact the land owner (Golf Club) to request the trees are cut back.
Action – Clerk 
e. Signatories on Parish Council Stafford Railway Building Society Account (SRBS).  Matter remains ongoing.

Action – Clerk
f. Grass cutting grant from SCC for 2024/25.  Clerk advised Council the grant has been increased from £1836.00 to £2498.00 and was requested for payment on 7.6.24.  Grant has not been received yet. 

g. Carol singing event – 8 December 2024.  Mayor and Mayoress are unavailable to join the Parish Council due to another commitment. It was resolved to extend an invitation to Cllr A Cooper and his wife. Road closure for the event to be applied for.  Village Hall to be open after event for mince pies/chocolates/brownies which the Parish Council will provide. 
Action – Clerk
h. Duty to prevent sexual harassment. New legislation that will place a specific duty on Parish Councils comes into effect in October 2024.  Further advice has been requested from the SPCA, Clerk will keep the Council informed.  Training may be required. 
Action – Clerk
i. Access to Parish Council website.  Cllr Brownlow has been given access to the Parish Council website and can update events, details about the Parish etc.  Cllr Brownlow commented that some of the information on the site, that SCC are responsible for updating, is out of date.  Clerk suggested he contact SCC in the first instance, rather than updating this himself, as this should form part of the hosting fee responsibilities. 

Action – Cllr Brownlow

103/24
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.5.24 – 19.6.24) 

Direct Debit payment
	£9.99


	£2.00


	£11.99



	B&Q
	Postcrete x 6 bags, Notice Board installation – Debit card purchase
	£34.85
	£6.97
	£41.82


b. To approve the following payments: 
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for June 2024
	£565.97
	Nil
	£565.97

	Trent Grounds Maintenance 
	28.6.24.24: Village Green x 2 cuts; village cuts 6 & 7; extra verge on A34; verge at Brocton Cres; verge on A34 from telegraph pole; banks in Pool Lane x 2; play field at Sawpit Lane x 2.
	£584.41
	£116.88
	£701.29

	MPB Electrical Services
	Installation of Notice Board at Pool Lane
	£150.00
	£30.00
	£180.00

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.6.24 – 5.7.24
	£129.60
	Nil
	£129.60

	Emma Faunch
	DDay celebration prizes
	£2.70
	£0.54
	£3.24

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – edition 71
	£116.90
	Nil
	£116.90

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for July 2024 – cheque d/d 31.7.2024
	£544.37
	Nil
	£544.37


104/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Highways Hedgehog Project – Clerk provided details to Cllrs, who were very interested in this project.  It was resolved to explore extending an invitation to the 2025 Annual Parish meeting.  Project can be linked to Brocton Bee Project – see Minute Ref 100/24c above.
Action – Clerk
b. SCC Waste Minimisation Project – Clerk provided details to Cllrs.  Interest was expressed, Clerk to explore extending an invitation to the 2025 Annual parish meeting.
Action - Clerk

105/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Community events, including Halloween – all Cllrs
b. Brocton in Bloom - Cllr Mrs Pugh
c. Play Park – Vice Chairman Mrs Faunch
                                                                                                      Meeting ended at 9.37pm
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