
                                                                                 DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 5.6.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5 June 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 8.00pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch (Vice Chairman), Cllrs Mrs B Smith, Mrs A Pugh and Mrs G Thomson.
SCC Cllr John Francis and SBC Cllr Edgeller. 
76/24
Apologies – None received.
77/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 3 members of the public attended, all whom expressed interest in becoming Parish Cllrs. After discussion, it was resolved to co-opt Jonathan Howell and following a vote to fill the remaining vacancy, it was resolved to co-opt Lewis Brownlow.  Clerk facilitated the Acceptance of Office forms and reminded both candidates to complete the necessary paperwork as a matter of priority. New Cllr training was discussed, the date of 10.7.24 was offered and accepted, which the Clerk will progress.

Action – Clerk
Chairman welcomed both candidates onto the Parish Council.

Chairman thanked the remaining candidate for declaring an interest in becoming a Parish Cllr and advised her that her support would be very welcome in supporting the Village Hall, where her skills/experience would be invaluable.
Chairman closed the Public Session at 8.30pm.

78/24
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. Cllr Mrs Faunch - See Minute Ref 86/b below.
79/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1 May 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
80/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 59/24a – Planning Application 24/38792/HOU – The Spinney, Brocton Heights, Brocton.  Proposed single storey side and rear extension.  No comments or objections were received and the Planning Authority were advised on 4.5.2024.
b. 64/24a – Insurance 2024/25. Premium for 2024/25 confirmed as £820.31.

c. 65/24b – D-Day.  Activity arranged for the day is more of a social nature, therefore, it is no longer appropriate to extend an invitation to the Mayor.
81/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis advised that the repairs to the A34 Service Road retaining wall is still being progressed.  Brocton crossroads has been included in SCC’s capital programme for 2024/25.  Once the HCV’s (Heavy Commercial Vehicles) Weight limit Notices are erected, any breach should be notified to Trading Standards, who will investigate. Residents can also report via MyStaffs App. It was resolved to include an article in the next Paper Chase for residents’ information. 
Action - Clerk
82/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller advised of the following: South Staffs Planning Application – SBC have objected, grounds for objection remain relatively unchanged from previous submissions as impact upon services in Stafford will be too much and schools, health services and infrastructure will not cope. Clerk advised Cllr Edgeller that Brocton Parish Council had submitted its own objections, alongside those of Berkswich Parish Council. It was resolved to include an article in the next Paper Chase informing residents accordingly.
Action – Clerk

b. Application for a convenience store on site of Walton garage car park show room, which has been empty for a number of years, has been received. Whilst this is not within the Parish of Brocton, there may be implications for Brocton residents, whose children attend Walton High School, as there is likely to be traffic congestion, which may cause a danger for school children.  Cllr Francis advised he will be submitting an objection.  

c. No update on Committee Meeting for Planning Applications at White Gables and no update on Manor Farm, which has been referenced in the South Staffs planning application.
83/24
PLANNING

No Planning Applications received.
84/24
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.4.24 – 19.5.24) 

Direct Debit payment
	£9.99


	£2.00


	£11.99



	Tesco
	Stationery – Debit card purchase
	£7.92
	£1.58
	£9.50

	Zurich Municipal
	Annual Insurance premium 1.6.24 – 31.5.25.  Cheque no. 201158
	£820.31
	Nil
	£820.31


b. To approve the following payments: 
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for May 2024
	£549.77
	Nil
	£549.77

	Trent Grounds Maintenance 
	30.4.24: Village Green x 2 cuts; village cuts 1,2 & 3; extra verge on A34; verge at Brocton Cres; verge on A34 from telegraph pole.
	£514.31
	£102.86
	£617.18

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	31.5.24: Village green x 3 cuts; village cuts 4&5; extra verge on A34; verge at Brocton Cres; verge on A34 from telegraph pole; banks in Pool Lane; play field at Sawpit Lane.
	£502.57
	£100.51
	£603.08

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.5.24 – 5.6.24
	£129.60
	Nil
	£129.60

	Mrs K Squires
	Internal Audit fee 2023/24
	£145.80
	Nil
	£145.80


To complete End of Year AGAR 2023/24, as presented by the Clerk:

c. Reports from Internal Auditor were received and noted.

d. Bank Reconciliation as at 31.3.2024 was received and approved.

e. Annual Governance Statement was received, completed, approved and certified.

f.  Accounting Statements were approved and certified. 

g. Proposed Period of Public Rights was accepted and approved.

Action - Clerk to progress all necessary processes relating to end of year AGAR.

85/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Signs for Village Hall.  Cllr Mrs Faunch agreed to progress this matter with the Village Hall Committee, no further action required by the Parish Council.  Matter discharged.
b. Damaged Street name sign – Brocton Crescent. Cllrs discussed this and it was resolved to offer a contribution of £50.00 towards the purchase of a replacement street name sign.  The Parish Council would not assume any further responsibility for the maintenance/replacement of any future street name sign and the sign would be the property of the residents of Brocton Crescent. Clerk to obtain proof of purchase before making payment to residents. 
Action – Clerk 

c. Community Bus Service from Community Link.  After further discussion, it was resolved to clarify the rules that will govern the provision of the service with Community Link, to ensure the Parish Council is fully aware of what is involved if/when committing to this service. Resident remains willing to engage with the WI on behalf of the Parish Council.  Clerk to clarify the rules and provide these to the resident and full Council for further review. Matter ongoing.
Action – Clerk and resident

d. Litter at Brocton Petrol station. No response has been received from petrol station.  Cllrs to review situation at next litter pick and provide an update. 
Action - Cllrs

e. Installation of Pool Lane Notice Board.   Quotes received for installation provided to full Council for consideration.  Following discussion preferred contractor was selected.  Clerk to inform both parties accordingly. Installation to be progressed as soon as possible.  Siting of Board was discussed and if possible, subject to location of services, Board will be moved forward of current position to improve access/visibility for residents. Clerk to request contractor investigate this. Cllrs requested an update in the next Paper Chase to inform residents of the locations of the Parish Notice Boards.
Action – Clerk
f. Footpaths/bridleways. Following discussion, it was resolved to request grass contractor cut footpath Brocton 3 in conjunction with work being carried out in Berkswich Parish. It was further noted that there were damaged kissing gates in the Parish and Cllr Mrs Faunch agreed to investigate and update the Council in due course.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
g. Signatories on Parish Council Stafford Railway Building Society Account (SRBS).  Matter remains ongoing.
Action – Clerk/RFO
86/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Christmas 2024 – carol singing. It was resolved to extend an invitation to the new Mayor and Mayoress to attend the event, as well as the previous Mayor. Cllr Mrs Thomson advised she has a brass band contact, who may be able to secure attendance of a small brass band.  After discussion, it was resolved that Cllr Mrs Thomson will follow this up and update the Council in due course.

Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson
b. D-Day activity on 8.6.24 was discussed. Cllr Mrs Faunch requested a donation towards the purchase of prizes for the activity.  It was resolved to make a donation of up to £20.00.  Cllrs and Clerk to support event, where possible.
Action – all Cllrs and Clerk
c. Halloween activity was confirmed as Sunday, 27 October 2024. Cllr Francis advised he will be able to support with the purchase/provision of pumpkins for the activity.  Clerk will follow this up nearer the date.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Francis

87/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Cllr Mrs Thomson raised matter of HCV’s signage with Cllr Francis.  It was resolved Cllr Mrs Thomson will provide details to Cllr Francis for the matter to be followed up with SCC Highways Officers. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Thomson and Cllr Francis

b. Speed watch was discussed – this is still continuing, volunteers are gathering their own % figures for speeding, as this is not currently available from the Police.  Cllr Mrs Thomson to contact SCC Rangers for numbers of deer accidents and to explore culling.  Cllr Mrs Thomson also keen to contact the Police about data relating to accidents/incidents with dogs on the Chase. Cllr Mrs Thomson to write an article for the next Paper Chase to update residents on speedwatch activity within the Parish. Rotation of Speed devices was discussed and it was resolved to provide link to access software from devices to Cllr Brownlow for investigation. Chairman keen to download data before any rotation is progressed.  Cllr Edgeller offered to assist with speed device rotation.  Matter ongoing.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Bates, Brownlow and Mrs Thomson
SCC Cllr Francis left at 10.00pm
88/24
PLAY PARK

a. Monthly Inspection Report was received.  No significant concerns were raised.  Clerk advised Council Annual Inspection has been booked and is likely to take place in August.  Cleaning of park surfaces was discussed and Cllr Mrs Smith agreed to review this when the next inspection is conducted. Cleaning may be carried out by Cllrs/volunteers.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith
b. New fencing in the park, will be installed at a height of up to 2 metres.  Contractor has been advised and asked to confirm commencement date for work to start. Matter ongoing and Clerk to keep Council informed in order for working party to be set up to remove tree stump before work commences. Planning Application withdrawn.
Action - Clerk
89/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Cannock Chase National Management Landscape Plan 2025-30.  Currently open for consultation and Clerk advised comments can be submitted up to 19.6.2024.  After discussion, it was resolved not to respond as the Parish Council and Cllrs agreed to respond on an individual basis.
Action - Cllrs

b. Zurich Insurance – receipt of payment for 2024/25 premium was noted.
c. Greenbarnes – receipt of payment for Notice Board was noted.
d. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2024/25 – Afternoon Tea on 18.7.2024 was received.  Cllr Mrs Thomson expressed an interest and agreed to progress this herself, upon receipt of details from Clerk.

Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson 

90/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

a. Road Safety - Cllr Mrs Thomson
b. Community events – all Cllrs
c. Parish Engagement – Cllr Mrs Thomson 
d. Brocton in Bloom - Cllr Mrs Pugh
Meeting ended at 10.15 pm
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