
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 1.5.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 1 May 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs B Smith (Vice Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch, Mrs A Pugh and Mrs G Thomson.
SCC Cllr John Francis and SBC Cllr Edgeller. 
52/24
Apologies – None received.
53/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 5 members of the public attended.  Gareth Higgins – PCSO also attended. 
1. PCSO Gareth introduced himself, noted the Parish of Brocton covers up to the German War Cemetery and the petrol garage on A34 Cannock Rd.  Increase in thefts from cars/general vehicle crime over the winter months, arrests have been made. Residents need to be vigilant, be aware of property door locks, as criminals become more sophisticated.  Police are patrolling the area but there is no CCTV to assist them.  Information provided for inclusion in Paper Chase, website and Notice Boards.  Patrols take place at constructed bicycle jumps, bottom of Old Acre Lane – no desire to stop children having fun/playing, however, badger sets at this site need to be protected and skate park at Wildwood is available.  It was acknowledged education needs to be improved, can Police go into schools and provide information?  This is being done, aware of need to achieve a balance for children and the community.  Cllrs informed Gareth that local strategies had been put in place last year, in discussion with a resident/parent that worked well.  It was noted that the area can be used by non-local children/youths, who are being dropped off by parents. 
2. Jane Christopher provided an update to the Council following her recent attendance at Cannock Chase National Landscape Annual Conference, where she acted as the Parish Council representative. Conference was held in the Aquarius ballroom, which is a very good venue.  Theme of Conference was Nature Recovery, which covered a very wide spectrum.  Aim to increase resilience, funding and become joined up at ground level.  Details, as provided by Jane, can be seen at Appendix A.
Questions raised:

a. Any plans to mitigate visitors onto the Chase? This was not discussed on Agenda for the day; however, it was raised and was noted that it does need to be explored and built into the management plan.

b. More bins are needed on Chase and in the village, Chase is a public space but litter needs to be dealt with. Cllr Francis advised of a conscious decision not to have many bins on the Chase as visitors need to take their litter home, however, it was noted that this approach does not appear to be working.  Cllr Bates commented that the Parish Council conducts litter picks during the year and is always looking for volunteers, everyone is welcome to come along and help keep the village/Parish tidy.  It was agreed to include details in Book Swop. Very little information is available at Marquis Drive Visitors Centre to educate visitors to the Chase – Cllrs Francis and Edgeller to feed this back to SCC and SBC.  Suggestion – include calendar of events in Notice Boards and Book Swop.
c. Recent event in play park, involving the stag and goal net.  Resident made a request for goal net to be removed, believes it is not being used. Cllrs advised work is currently ongoing to replace fence between park and Farmhouse, as this is currently unsafe.  Once new fence installed, deer will no longer be able to enter the park.  PCSO advised that he believed the stag had been hit by a vehicle and made its way into the park after this. Matter was discussed at length; it was noted the stag in the park could have injured a child and the Parish Council has a duty to ensure the park is safe for the deer and park users.  Cllr Francis advised that deer culling has not taken place for over 6 years, population is increasing and there are too many deer for the area.
Chairman thanked the PCSO and the Public for their attendance and closed the Public Session at 8.30pm.

54/34
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
55/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 April 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
56/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 47/24d – Certificate of Exemption 2023/24. Clerk sent to Certificate to External Auditor on 5.4.2024.
57/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis advised that the repairs to the A34 Service Road retaining wall are being reviewed by SCC Highways Officer, Richard Rayson.  £28m funding for Highways improvements in Stafford and Brocton crossroads is included.  Boundary changes are due for implementation in 2025 before the next County Council elections. Upcoming work to Highway along A34 to Radford Bank will not see Brocton/Milford used as a diversion route for HGV’s.  Weight limit Notices will be erected through village when Amey are next in the area on another job.
58/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller advised of the following: Planning Application for 2 Old Acre Lane has been withdrawn.  No update on Committee Meeting for Planning Applications at White Gables and no update on Manor Farm.
59/24
PLANNING

Planning Matters considered between meetings: None
a. Planning Application received on 1 May 2024 – 24/38792/HOU. The Spinney, Brocton Heights, Brocton.  Proposed single storey side and rear extension. Due to the late receipt of this Planning Application, it was resolved that all Cllrs would review the Application details and provide comments/objections to the Clerk by no later than 17.5.2024. Once all comments/objections received, Clerk will inform Planning Authority accordingly
Action – all Cllrs and Clerk

60/24
PLAY PARK

a. Monthly Inspection Report was received.  No significant concerns were raised, however, the following were noted: the deer continue to make holes in the perimeter hedge, when exiting the park and the surface of the small multi-play area was covered in moss and may need to be cleaned again soon. It was resolved to monitor this and arrange cleaning once the weather improves.
Action - Clerk

b. Clerk informed Council that the Planning Application for the replacement park fence had been submitted to the Planning Authority.  At present, no fee had been paid as details of fee owing have not been confirmed by Planning Authority.  Clerk will monitor progress of Application and keep Council updated as/when required. 
c. Council approved Annual Park Inspection to be arranged, on an unaccompanied basis. Clerk will progress.
Action - Clerk

d. Play Park improvements were discussed, it was resolved to set up a Sub-Committee to progress this outside of normal Parish Council meetings.  Sub-Committee has no decision-making powers and will report back to full Council as/when required.  Membership: Cllrs Mrs Faunch and Mrs Smith, with agreed support from resident volunteer. Initial meeting to take place on 7.8.24 in the village hall.
PCSO, Cllr Francis and 1 resident left the meeting at 8.50pm.
61/24
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 24.4.2024

a. All Cllrs agreed presentation by Shugborough was very interesting and informative. Request received from resident to increase publication of Annual Parish meeting date; this was noted.
62/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Carol singing at Christmas 2024.  Choir have now confirmed their availability on Sunday, 8.12.24.
b. Signs for Village Hall.  Matter is still being explored by SCC.  No preferred locations advised by Village Hall Committee, who are happy to leave this with the Parish Council to progress.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
c. Bus replacement sign on Pool Lane.  Following enquires with SCC, it has transpired that the new sign was erected in error.  There are no plans to reinstate a bus service through the village and sign will be removed by SCC in due course. 

d. Damaged street name sign – Brocton Crescent.  This was brought to the attention of the Parish Council by a resident of Brocton Crescent.  This has been reported to SCC Highways. It was resolved to take no action, pending resolution by SCC.
e. Community Bus Service from Community Link.  After further discussion, it was resolved that Cllr Mrs Smith will look into setting up a FB poll to gauge interest from community, upon receipt of revised poster from Clerk. Item will also be brought to the attention of the WI by a resident.  Matter ongoing.
Action – Clerk, Cllr Mrs Smith and resident
f. Litter at Brocton Petrol station. This has been brought to the attention of the owners, awaiting response/action.

g. BT pole on A34.  This remains ongoing and is being reviewed by SCC.
h. Signatories on Parish Council Stafford Railway Building Society Account (SRBS).  After discussion, it was resolved to include the Parish Clerk/RFO as a named signatory/controller on the Account for ease of administrative purposes. Relevant paperwork certified by Cllrs. Clerk will progress this matter with the SRBS and update full Council in due course.

Action – Clerk/RFO

63/24
FINANCE
a. To note Accounts previously paid: 
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.3.24 – 19.4.24) 

Direct Debit payment
	£9.99

	£2.00

	£11.99


	Tesco
	Parish meeting refreshments – Debit card purchase
	£5.00
	£1.00
	£6.00

	Tesco
	Parish meeting refreshments – Debit card purchase
	£5.38
	£1.08
	£6.45


b. To approve the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for April 2024
	£544.57
	Nil
	£544.57

	Stafford Borough Council
	Civic Amenity Visits 1.1.24 – 31.12.24
	£393.33
	£78.67
	£472.00

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Work in play park, cutting back vegetation/branches for fence replacement
	£140.00
	£28.00
	£168.00

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.4.24 – 5.5.24
	£129.40
	Nil
	£129.40

	Greenbarnes Ltd
	Replacement Notice Board – Pool Lane
	£1,623.84
	£324.77
	£1,948.61

	Staffs Parish Councils Association
	Annual subscription 2024-25
	£299.00
	Nil
	£299.00


c. Receipt of Precept payment on 8.4.24, of £8110.00 was noted.
64/24
INSURANCE 2024-25

a. Clerk advised the Insurance renewal date was 1.6.2024, however, renewal details had not been received from Zurich.  As the Parish Council had a 3-year deal in place until 2025, it was resolved to approve the renewal for 2024-25, which the Clerk will progress. Premium costs to be provided at the June Parish Council meeting.

Action – Clerk
65/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Brocton in Bloom was discussed and it was resolved to identify all of the areas within the Parish where planting could be arranged before submitting an Application to SCC for a Licence for Permission to plant.  Cllr Mrs Pugh to progress this and provide an update to full Council in due course. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Pugh
b. D-Day activity was discussed. Joint event with Parish Council and Village Hall Committee.  Arrangements ongoing.  Tickets to be obtained from Post Office, details to be shared on FB.  Request to extend an invite to the new Mayor, which the Clerk will progress.
Action – all Cllrs and Clerk
66/24
PAPER CHASE

a. Articles for inclusion were discussed, as follows: information as shared by PCSO; calendar of events; play park update; Brocton in Bloom update; Road Safety update; Litter Pick poster and update; Deer reporting procedures; Natural Landscapes update; D-Day event.  It was resolved to arrange for the next edition to be available after the D-Day event.
Action - Clerk

67/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Speed watch was discussed – this is still continuing and the summer schedule has now been arranged.  Update, as provided by Michelle Shaker: repeat offender numbers are low and quality of data being submitted is good.  It was noted that this is positive feedback and is encouraging. Volunteer numbers are improving, following a small decline. It was acknowledged that Speed devices need to be rotated, Chairman keen to download data before any rotation is progressed.  Matter ongoing.
Action – Cllrs Bates and Mrs Thomson
b. Cllr Bates and Clerk will walk the village and check on missing marker posts along Pool Lane.  Update to be provided at a future meeting.
Action – Cllr Bates and Clerk
c. Gateway signs were discussed.  It was resolved to keep these under consideration. 
68/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Receipt of Thank You letter from Katharine House Hospice following recent donation was noted.
b. Invitation to Stafford Shakespeare Gala Performance, from Freedom Leisure, on 25.6.2024 was received.
c. Details from Vibe2ThriveCIC Practitioners was received.  
69/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

a. Road Safety 
b. Community events
c. Community buses – level of interest
d. Involvement of young people – play park/road safety
e. Parish Cllr vacancies
Meeting ended at 9.50 pm
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