
                                                                                FINAL Minutes of meeting on 3.4.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 3 April 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.33pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs B Smith (Vice Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch and Mrs A Pugh.
SBC Cllr Edgeller joined the meeting at 8.04pm.
36/24
Apologies – Cllr Mrs Thomson – holiday. 
37/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 1 member of the public attended (Jonathon Howell) and the following matters were raised:

1. Feedback from National Landscape Committee. Litter was discussed and it was noted that Local Authorities have a responsibility to carry out Litter Picks at least twice a year.  It was recognised by the Committee that litter is a persistent problem and the aim will be to prevent it, whilst acknowledging this is not easy. This was noted by the Parish Council and it was resolved to bring this to the attention of Cllr Edgeller, who had previously been made aware of the concerns regarding litter along Camp Rd and Chase Rd.
Action – Clerk
2. Increase in deer population.  Actual numbers are unclear, however, increasing use of drone technology will help with this. Number of vehicle accidents involving deer appear to have reduced. 

3. Chase Rd wooden landscaping along edge of highway. As improvements are taking place at the property opposite the property with the wooden landscaping, the effect is a narrowing of the road and whilst it was acknowledged this was a temporary situation and will end once the improvement works are completed, it is affecting traffic on the road.  Cllr Bates advised that the Parish Council has already had the wooden landscaping reviewed by SCC Highways and it has been found to be acceptable.  It was agreed, therefore, to monitor the situation and request SCC Highways check the safety of the road, once the improvement works have been completed, if this was felt to be necessary.  Matter ongoing.

Mr Howell expressed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor, which was welcomed.  It was resolved the Clerk will send the necessary forms to Mr Howell for completion and co-option will be considered at a future meeting. 

Action – Clerk

38/34
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. Cllr Mrs Pugh declared an interest in Agenda item 14b, covered at Minute Reference 50/23a below.
39/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6 March 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
40/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 28/24b – 24/38717/HOU Heather Lodge, 2 Old Acre Lane, Brocton. The following comments were submitted to the Planning Authority on 21.3.24: 
1. Artist’s impression appears to present a large area of brick wall, facing the road, which appears rather overpowering.
2. Plans appear to be badly presented, eg. floor plan appears to be on the opposite hand to the front elevation (garage on opposite sides) – somewhat confusing.
3. Parish Council is concerned for the way in which the bungalows in Old Acre Lane are being modified and feels that soon there may be no single storey dwellings left in the village, thus resulting in nowhere for people, with mobility difficulties, to live in the village.
The Parish Council does not object to the Planning Application, however, wishes the above comments to be duly considered, when decisions are made in respect of the application.  Cllr Bates commented that the Village Hall Committee have also submitted their own objections regarding this application. 

b. 30/24a – Overgrown hedge along Pool Lane, Brocton. Contact has now been received from owners, who have advised action will be taken to cut back the hedge. Apologies were offered for any inconvenience caused to residents; delay was due to lack of gardening services.

41/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis did not attend.  It was resolved to raise the following matters with him again: 1. Repairs to retaining wall on Service Road, A34. 2. Brocton crossroads petition. 3. Location of BT pole on A34.
Action - Clerk

42/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Clerk provided the following update on behalf of Cllr Edgeller: 1. No Planning Application has been submitted for Manor Farm, Cannock Rd.  The Planning Officers are aware of some concerns regarding this property and are monitoring the situation.  2. ‘Call in’ date for the Planning application associated with White Gables remains unknown.  
43/24
PLANNING

Planning Matters considered between meetings: None
New Planning Application received 3.4.2024:

a. 24//HOU – White Gables, Pool Lane, Lane, Brocton.  Retrospective Planning Application for driveway surface works.  After discussion it was resolved to request Cllr Edgeller to ‘call in’ this application in also, in order for all current applications relating to the property to be considered at the same time.
Action – Clerk
44/24
PLAY PARK

a. Monthly Inspection Report to follow from volunteer (currently has some IT issues), however, it has been confirmed that there were no matters of concern to be brought to the attention of the Parish Council.  Cllr Bates informed Council that SCC Rangers will conduct a drone deer survey in due course, drone to be launched from the park.  Cllr Mrs Faunch requested some pictures of this activity for the Paper Chase and the Clerk will follow this up.
Action - Clerk

b. 4 quotations for the replacement of the perimeter fencing between the play park and the Village Farmhouse were provided to full Council for consideration and discussion.  After due deliberation, the preferred contractor was identified and it was resolved the Clerk will make the necessary arrangements to inform the contractor accordingly.  Once the work was accepted, Clerk will advise the other contractors that they were unsuccessful.  Planning permission for the installation of the replacement fencing will be progressed by the Clerk, in discussion with Planning Authority, and Cllr Mrs Faunch will obtain the relevant Land Registry details confirming the boundary and ownership.  Approval was given to refund any costs that may incurred.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
45/24
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 24.4.2024

a. Final arrangements were discussed and agreed.  Clerk will arrange hot drinks, orange juice and biscuits.  Cllrs Bates and Mrs Smith to provide other sweet treats.  All Cllrs to arrive for 7.00pm to help set up room and CSW speedwatch speaker to be asked to provide statistical data from speedwatch activity.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
46/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Carol singing at Christmas 2024.  The preferred date of Sunday, 8.12.24 has been communicated to the choir – awaiting reply.
b. Signs for Village Hall.  Advice has been obtained from SCC and there will be associated costs, which are unknown at present.  Clerk advised locations for additional signs need to be considered and agreed, once known the matter can be progressed.  Cllr Mrs Faunch will inform the Village Hall Committee accordingly.  No further action to be taken at present.
Action – Cllr Mrs Faunch

c. Community Bus Service from Community Link.  After further discussion, it was resolved that Cllr Mrs Smith will look into setting up a FB poll to gauge interest from community, upon receipt of revised poster from Clerk.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith
47/24
FINANCE
a. To note Accounts previously paid: 
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.2.24 – 19.3.24) 

Direct Debit payment
	£9.99

	£2.00

	£11.99


	Tesco
	Easter eggs for community event – Debit card purchase
	£6.67
	£1.33
	£8.00

	Poundland
	Box for easter egg hamper – Debit card purchase
	£1.05
	£0.20
	£1.25

	Chetwynd Arms
	Refreshments for mtg with VH Committee to discuss community event - Debit card payment
	£10.67
	£2.13
	£12.80

	WH Smiths
	16 x 2nd class stamps
	£12.00
	Nil
	£12.00


b. To approve the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Additional mileage expenses for March 2024
	£10.80
	Nil
	£10.80


c. Details of expenditure up to 31.3.2024 were noted and accepted.  Variances, as presented by the Clerk, against the budget were reviewed and accepted. Overall, it was noted that there had been an underspend against the budget agreed for 2023/24.  Bank Reconciliation up to 31.3.2024 was accepted and approved.
d. Certificate of Exemption, in accordance with Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, was approved and signed accordingly. Clerk to progress the necessary arrangements for the end of year Audit 2023/24 to be completed and update full Council as/when necessary.
Action – Clerk
e. After discussion, it was resolved that all Parish Cllrs will be set up as authorised Signatories on the Parish Council Stafford Railway Building Society Account. Removal of signatories, who are no longer Parish Cllrs, to be progressed.  Clerk to action accordingly and provide update to full Council once this has all been completed.
Action - Clerk

48/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Cllr Mrs Pugh provided an update on Brocton in Bloom.  Licence for Permission to plant in the Highway was discussed.  Clerk advised following discussions with SCC, the cost of the licence will be £200.00 and will have to be met by the Parish Council. Sponsorship from local businesses was discussed to help with the costs and Cllrs agreed this was worth investigating.  Cllrs requested Clerk establish if the Licence was a one-off agreement or if it had to be re-applied for annually, as this will affect the planting areas to be included in the Licence application. Installation of a bench near Sherbrook Close was discussed, it was resolved to include this in the process, if possible.  Cllr Bates advised this would require a concrete base and it was agreed the Clerk will also explore this with SCC. A copy of a DRAFT Licence would also be helpful and it was resolved the Clerk will follow up these matters before any further action is taken.
Action - Clerk

b. Christmas 2024 was briefly discussed – Christmas Carols on Village Green, Sunday, 8.12.24 from 4.00pm – 5.00pm, with the Village Hall being made available afterwards.  This is being followed up by the Clerk – see Minute Ref 46/24a above.  Cllr Mrs Smith will progress Halloween activity in due course.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith

c. Small Grant application to SBC – Clerk advised that unfortunately Parish Councils were not eligible to apply for this grant.
49/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Cllr Bates provided an update on the recent Parish Litter Pick – 21 bags of rubbish were collected, along with a number of other sundry items.  Streetscene have collected these.  Litter along Camp Rd and Chase Rd was referenced again – see Minute Ref 37/24 1 above.  Litter at Brocton Garage was discussed and it was resolved the Clerk will write to the Garage and ask that better provision is made for the storage of litter, as the current arrangements (stored in an open cage) are not working and litter is being blown out of the cage into the surrounding area.  Food wrappers and polythene gloves are also an issue.
Action - Clerk

b. Cllr Bates reported on the newly tarmacked surface for the bus stop on A34, Cannock Rd, opposite Chetwynd Arms – all Cllrs commented how much better this was. Clerk to take photos for the next Paper Chase.
Action - Clerk

50/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Grant Funding request from Katharine House Hospice was discussed.  It was resolved to make a donation of £100.00 in support of the Lymphoedema Service.  The Cllrs were keen to request the donation was put towards the purchase of a Bra, to be named the ‘Brocton Bra’, with any remaining funds to be used towards supporting the Service. Clerk to inform Katharine House accordingly.

Action - Clerk

b. Annual Council and Mayor Making Ceremony – Saturday, 11 May 2024.  Invitation was received and noted. Cllr Mrs Smith informed Council how interesting the event was, having represented Brocton Parish Council last year and was well worth attending. This was noted; however, no Cllr expressed an interest in attending
51/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

a. Parish Cllr vacancy – all Cllrs
a. Community Events – all Cllrs
b. Road Safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson
c. Play park improvements meeting date – all Cllrs
d. Paper Chase – items for inclusion – all Cllrs
e. White Gables – planning application call in – all Cllrs
Meeting ended at 9.48 pm
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