
                                                                                 DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 6.3.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 6 March 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.34pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch and Mrs A Pugh. Mrs B Smith (Vice Chairman) and Cllr Mrs G Thomson joined the meeting via zoom.
SBC Cllr Peter Edgeller.

21/24
Apologies – None received.
22/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – No members of the public attended.
23/34
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. Cllr Mrs Pugh declared an interest in Agenda item 14b.
24/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 February 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
25/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 9/24 – Brook Lane.  Site visit by SCC Rights of Way Service Manager – Becky Fuller, Cllr John Francis and Chairman of the Parish Council took place on 15.2.2024.  Surface condition of Brook Lane and works at The Besoms were assessed by SCC – no further action to be taken and matter is now discharged. Ms Fuller will investigate flooding and large potholes.
26/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis did not attend.  After discussion, it was resolved to raise the following matters with Cllr Francis: 1. Bus stop on A34 being relocated nearer to Sherbrook Close. 2. Repairs to retaining wall on Service Road, A34. 3. Brocton crossroads petition. 4. Location of BT pole on A34.
Action - Clerk

27/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Discussions took place about Manor Farm, no proposals known at present. Cllr Mrs Faunch commented that planning permission may be required for the portacabins, after a period of time.  Chairman commented that they have mains electricity.  Cllr Edgeller agreed to follow this up and report back to the Parish Council. 
Action – Cllr Edgeller
b. Litter pick along Camp Rd will be carried out by SBC, date not known – Cllr Edgeller to follow up. Security lights at Dora Rose home are causing an issue for residents along Milford Rd.  ANPR cameras being installed into yellow speed camera boxes, however, actual numbers are unknown.

Action – Cllr Edgeller
Cllr Mrs Smith joined the meeting at 7.50pm via zoom
28/24
PLANNING

Planning Matters considered between meetings: None
a. 23/38556/HOU – White Gables, Pool Lane, Brocton.  Cllr Edgeller confirmed application has been called in, at request of Parish Council.   Cllr Edgeller agreed to act as representative for Parish Council at Planning Committee hearing.  Comments/objections to be finalised once date for Committee hearing has been confirmed.  Cllr Edgeller to keep Parish Council informed.
Action – Cllr Edgeller and all Cllrs

New Planning Application:

b. 24/38717/HOU - Heather Lodge, 2 Old Acre Lane, Brocton.   Proposed development described as works consisting of a rear infill extension, new front porch and remodelling/replacement roof.  Application discussed and it was resolved Cllrs will provide comments to Clerk by 20.3.2024.

Action – all Cllrs 

29/24
PLAY PARK

a. Monthly Inspection Report to follow from Cllr Mrs Smith, who advised there were no concerns and that the deer exit was looking better, following work carried out and hedge beginning to grow. Chairman commented that the deer had made more holes in the perimeter hedge and some posts, blocking holes, had been broken. It was noted that there was little that could be done to prevent this.
30/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Overgrown hedge along Pool Lane, by Brocton Lodge.  Owners of Brocton Lodge had been written to, no response received to date.  After discussion it was resolved to contact residents of Maple House and The Cottage to try to establish who has responsibility for cutting hedge.
Action - Clerk

b. Notice Board on Pool Lane.  This has been ordered and small increase in costs, to accommodate header writing to match Notice Board at Post Office site, was noted and approved. Net Cost will now be £1623.84.  Applications for funding from Cllr Francis’ fund will not open until May, when an application will be made, to support with this purchase.
Action - Clerk

c. Community Bus Service from Community Link.  Updated poster was approved, to be added to Parish website, Notice Boards, Parish FB page – to gauge interest.  Cllr Mrs Smith to explore carrying out a poll on FB.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith
d. Fencing in play park.  3 quotes have been received.  Further clarity required from one, which is being progressed. After discussion, it was resolved that the Clerk and Chairman will progress this project and bring a final update to full Council for consideration and decision in due course. It was noted that planning permission will be required owing to height of fence and this will be progressed. Approval for TGM to cut back vegetation along fencing line, at a net cost of £140.00, was given. Owner of Village Farmhouse to be kept informed of progress and his agreement obtained before any work commenced.
Action - Clerk

31/24
FINANCE
a. To note Accounts previously paid: 
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.1.24 – 19.2.24) 

Direct Debit payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99


	Chetwynd Arms
	Refreshments for mtg with VH Committee to discuss community event - Debit card payment
	£16.13
	£3.22
	£19.35


b. To approve the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses from 1-29 February 2024 
	£560.57
	Nil
	£560.57

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.2.24 – 5.4.24
	£259.20
	Nil


	£259.20


	Brocton Village Hall
	Annual Hire fee 2023/34
	£250.00
	Nil
	£250.00

	Stafford Railway Building Society – Parish Council Account
	Transfer of £5,000.00 from Parish Council Co-operative Bank Account 
	£5,000.00
	Nil
	£5.000.00

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses from 1-31 March 2024**
	£549.77
	Nil
	£549.77


** cheque dated 31.3.2024
c. Bank Reconciliation up to 4.3.2024 was accepted and approved.
d. Community Events Reserve Fund for 2023/24, was agreed as £1274.80, noting expenditure approved for Easter – see Minute Ref 32/24b below. 
32/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Litter Pick dates for 2024 were discussed and the following dates were agreed: Sunday, 24.3.2024; Sunday, 23.6.2024 and Sunday, 20.10.2024.  Clerk to inform regular volunteers and display posters at appropriate times in Parish Notice Boards.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to carrying out litter picking along top end of Pool Lane and Brook Lane.  Cllr Edgeller will support, where possible. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
b. Easter activity was discussed and it was agreed to prepare a hamper for the prize – Clerk to purchase, expenditure of £10.00 was approved.  Entrants to be given a crème egg – kindly donated by John German, some to be added into hamper.  Cllr Mrs Smith to progress activity.

Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk

Cllr Mrs Thomson joined the meeting at 8.40pm via zoom
c. Christmas 2024 was discussed and it was resolved to hold Santa activity and carol singing on separate dates. Date for Santa activity was agreed as Saturday, 7 December.  Proposed date for carol singing was Sunday, 8 December, subject to availability of the choir, which Clerk will follow up.  Christmas tree, if donated again, will be on display from 30 November – Clerk to follow up at appropriate time. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
d. D Day was discussed.  Cllr Mrs Faunch advised that this will be run by the Village Hall Committee and will consist of an afternoon tea, dancing, games.  Cllr Mrs Faunch will manage the purchase of tickets, from the Post Office and the Parish Council will offer support through prize donations for activities. 

Action – Cllr Mrs Faunch

33/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Grass verges outside play park/opposite The Brambles were discussed.  Clerk provided details of latest update from owner and it was noted that a commitment has been given to restore the verges to their original condition, once the works to the property have been completed.  Completion date is likely to be Spring/early Summer.  Costs for restoration to be met by owner/contractor.
b. Organisation/management of FB posts – Cllr Mrs Smith advised she has prepared a plan for approval by Cllr Mrs Thomson.  It was resolved to discuss this item further in April.
Action – Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson

c. Village road safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson commented on condition of marker posts along Pool Lane: some missing/damaged/reflectors missing.  Chairman suggested that both he and the Clerk assess the posts and determine actions required. Discussion took place about the speed devices, it was noted a rota was needed for management of rotation of the speed devices, Clerk advised that this should include periods of down time, as motorists will ignore them if they are always switched on. Chairman commented data from devices should be extracted before any rota is established. Cllr Mrs Smith raised concerns about the ability of the laptop earmarked for speed data to be downloaded to, as it may not be suitable.  It was resolved to raise matter with Michelle Shaker – Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator at Annual Parish meeting in April. Matter is ongoing. 
Action – Chairman, Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson
Cllr Mrs Smith left meeting at 9.05pm

d. Village Hall signs.  Cllr Mrs Faunch advised that the Village Hall would like support from the Parish Council to get more signs for the Village Hall, to help promote its location.  This may involve planning permission.  It was agreed the Clerk will explore this and update full Council in due course.
Action - Clerk

34/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2023/24 – Charity Lunch, 22.3.2024.  This was received and noted.
b. Grant Funding request from Katharine House Hospice was discussed.  It was resolved further consideration was required before a decision could be made.  April Agenda item. Clerk to inform Katharine House accordingly and bring item to next meeting.
Action - Clerk

c. Public Consultation on Cannock Chase Local Plan was received and noted, with no comments.
35/24
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

a. Grant Funding request from Katharine House – all Cllrs
b. Bench on Green, Sherbrook Close – Cllr Mrs Pugh
c. Road Safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson
d. Annual Parish meeting – all Cllrs
e. White Gables – planning application call in – all Cllrs
Meeting ended at 9.35 pm
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