
                                                                                Minutes of meeting on 6.12.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 6 December 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs A Pugh and Mrs E Faunch.
SCC Cllr John Francis.
161/23
Apologies – Cllr Mrs G Thomson – on holiday and Cllr Mrs B Smith – illness. SBC Cllr P Edgeller – on holiday. It was resolved to accept the apologies as received.
162/23
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 2 members of the Public attended and the following matters were raised:
1. Building work to The Besoms, Brook Lane.  Resident requested an update on this matter from the previous Council meeting.  Clerk advised that a response had been received from SCC’s Rights of Way Officer – Paul Rochfort, as follows: ‘an Officer had inspected the situation and upon inspection found the works had been completed and the trench filled with crushed stone and made good. No-one was available on site for the Officer to speak with regarding the requirement to have sought prior approval from SCC, however, the Officer was satisfied the issue has been resolved and the matter has now been closed’. After further discussion, it was resolved that this response was not satisfactory as the matter of non-approval from SCC remains and could be seen as setting a precedent for the future.  It was noted that the works already completed cannot be put right, however, Brook Lane should be protected for the future and the proper processes should be adhered to and followed.  Cllr Francis confirmed his support for this view and requested the Clerk inform the Rights of Way Officer that he wishes to discuss this matter with him.  Resident agreed to provide some photos to share with Cllr Franics and the Rights of Way Officer.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Francis
Chairman thanked the resident for attending and confirmed that we will keep him updated as the matter progresses. Resident left the meeting at 7.55pm.
2. Mobile phone coverage.  Resident asked if there has been any progress regarding the mobile phone coverage within the village.  Chairman confirmed that there has been no change, the poor coverage remains unresolved. This will become even more of an issue when the village moves to full fibre because if there is a power cut, service will be lost.  The Parish Council continues to monitor this situation, however, cannot offer anything further at this time.
The Chairman closed the Public Session at 8.00pm
163/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. Councillors present declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest in Minute Ref 168/23a below.
No other Declarations of Interest were declared. 
164/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1 November 2023 were approved as a correct record.

165/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 143/23 1 – building work to The Besoms, Brook Lane.  Matter covered in Public Session – see Minute Ref 162/23 1 above.
b. 143/23 2 – opening in play park hedge for deer exit.  See Minute Ref 169/23a below.
166/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis provided an update on the Planning proposals for a new entrance to Shugborough, to which he has objected. Cllr Francis advised that should the planning application be approved, then HGV lorries may well come through Brocton, despite the new weight limit restriction that will be shortly put in place.  Situation will need careful monitoring and any breach, once restriction is in place, should be reported to SCC, Weights and Measures.  Cllr Francis will monitor the situation and update the Parish Council accordingly.  Cllr Francis will also update Berkswich Parish Council accordingly.  Speed limit along the Milford to Brocton Rd will be implemented as per the County Council’s original proposals: 30mph from Milford mini-island to just past Dora Rose care home; 40mph for rest of route into village of Brocton, where 30mph will apply up to the junction with the A34.
167/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller did not attend.
168/23
PLANNING
a. 23/38309/HOU – 23 Sawpit Lane, Brocton.  Proposed single storey extension to rear to replace existing conservatory together with internal alternations. No comments or objections were made.  Clerk to inform SBC Planning Authority accordingly.
Action – Clerk
b. 23/38423/TWT – Woodville, Chase Road, Brocton. TPO 3 1974: Oak – reduce back neighbour’s oak away from house by 2m to reduce impact upon house.  No comments or objections were made.
Clerk to inform SBC Planning Authority accordingly.

Action – Clerk
169/23
PLAY PARK
a. Monthly inspection report received. Comments regarding opening made by Rangers in perimeter hedge were discussed and it was resolved to ‘temporarily’ close up the opening to allow time to explore fencing discussions at the top end of park with adjacent neighbour.  It was noted that the deer will continue to cause damage to the perimeter hedge, however, this was unavoidable.  Chairman confirmed this work will be carried out as a matter of priority and photographs will be taken, as evidence. Volunteers to be informed of Cllrs decision and action taken.
Action – Clerk and Chairman
170/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. Damaged fence in play park.  Neighbouring resident is willing to discuss fencing and it was resolved to arrange a site meeting, between resident, Chairman and Clerk.
Action – Clerk and Chairman
b. Trees overhanging Walton Lane and broken fencing.  Response has been received from Golf Club, this is being looked into and costs for work obtained.  An Action Plan will be drawn up and details will be provided to the Parish Council in due course.  Clerk will monitor this.
Action – Clerk 
c. Brocton Jumps at Nature Reserve. Details received from SCC have been provided to our volunteer, no response has been received.  After discussion, it was resolved not to include the article in the next Paper Chase, as requested by SCC.
Action – Clerk 
d. Brook Lane. See Minute Ref 162/23 1 above.
e. Meeting with Internal Auditor on 27.11.2023.  Clerk informed Council of advice that all Debit card purchases, on behalf of Parish Council, must have Brocton Parish Council on invoice or VAT is non-claimable.  Asset Register must include all items owned by Parish Council, otherwise they will not be covered by Insurance company.  It has been noted that the Asset Register has been under review since the summer. Parish Council made aware of potential liability should an accident occur to a member of the public, if one if the Community Speedwatch signs were to fall off and cause injury to a member of the public – as these are not being installed by a certified contractor.  The advice was noted.
f. Civic Amenity Visits 2024.  The following dates were suggested: 11.5.2024/18.5.2024; 20.7.2024/27.7.2024/5.10.2024/12.10.2024 – Clerk will progress with SBC.  One further visit for March 2024 to be arranged; 2 or 9 March.  Total of 4 visits in 2024.
Action – Clerk
Cllr Francis and member of the Public left the meeting at 8.55pm
171/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since November meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.10.23 – 19.11.23) – Debit card payment
	£8.32
	£1.67

	£9.99


	NALC training
	Empowering Young Voices in Your Community – Cllr Mrs Thomson attended.  Debit card payment
	£32.68
	£6.54
	£39.22

	Amazon UK
	Football goal net clips   Debit card payment
	£4.99
	 £1.00
	£5.99

	The Range
	Stationery - Debit card payment
	£17.03
	£3.41
	£20.44

	Tesco
	12 x 2nd class stamps.  Debit card payment
	£12.00
	Nil
	£12.00

	Start Traffic Ltd
	Sign clips for CSW signs – Debit card payment
	£13.26
	£2.66
	£15.92

	Co-operative Food
	8 boxes mince pies – carol singing event on 2.12.23. Debit card payment
	£22.00
	Nil
	£22.00

	Asda
	2 boxes of sweets for carol singing event – Debit card payment
	£8.00
	Nil
	£8.00


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses from 1–30 November, plus Arrears of pay owing from April – October 2023
	£792.69
	Nil
	£792.69

	HMRC
	PAYE & NI for the period 6.11.23 – 5.12.23 
	£216.90
	Nil


	£216.90


	Stafford Borough Council 
	Uncontested election fee 
	£118.02
	Nil
	£118.02

	Staffordshire County Council
	Website hosting fee 2023-24
	£125.00
	Nil
	£125.00

	Ratcliffe Cleaning contractors
	Play Park cleaning
	£100.00
	£20.00
	£120.00

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses from 1-31 December 2023*
	£549.77
	Nil
	£549.77


*Cheque dated 31.12.2023
c. Asset Register was reviewed and will be updated accordingly. Chairman to confirm number of long handled litter pickers; include Christmas tree wooden tub;10 short sleeve high viz vests and 10 long sleeve vests; remove SBC litter pickers and hand sanitiser from Book Swop. Updated version to be added to Parish website.
Action – Clerk and Chairman

d. Clerk presented Bank Reconciliation up to 27.11.2023, along with a copy of the latest Bank Statement. It was noted that there was a £0.17p deficit in the Accounts, which was discussed.  Clerk explained this occurred as a result of a Debit Card payment made to Amazon in April 2023, where the Parish Council had been charged 0.17p more than had been spent.  Clerk had identified this appeared to have resulted from a change made, by Amazon, in the invoices provided to the Parish Council.  After further discussion, the Cllrs confirmed their acceptance of the explanation provided by the Clerk and having reviewed the invoice evidence provided, resolved to write off this deficit, as it was considered to be too time consuming to investigate this matter further with Amazon. Clerk will make the adjustment to the Parish Council Accounts to rectify this deficit and note the Parish Council Accounts accordingly for the Internal Auditor to review, as necessary.
Action - Clerk

172/23
RISK MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT

a. Document was reviewed and it was resolved it remains fit for purpose.  Clerk to update website accordingly.  
Action - Clerk

173/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Carol singing event was discussed and it was resolved that some minor changes will be needed for next year, for discussion in the New Year.  Cllrs requested the Clerk thank the following: SBC Mayor and Mayoress; resident for support with sound and lighting on village green; Santa; Berkswich Parish choir and Cllr Mrs Thomson for comparing the event.
Action – Clerk 

b. D Day – June 2024. Event to be arranged jointly between Parish Council and Village Hall committee – Agenda item for February 2024. Clerk to contact Chetwynd Arms for support with fish & chip supper and Cllr Mrs Faunch to research ‘land girl singers’ and bring update to February meeting.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
174/23
TRAINING

a. Clerk shared details of Empowering Young People training event, as attended by Cllr Mrs Thomson - lots of activity happening in urban areas, however, this will not be easily transferred to a rural setting.  Approaches for tackling anti-social behaviour were interesting and possibly worth exploring, jointly, with other Parishes.  Other Staffordshire Parishes attended the training and Cllr Mrs Thomson has contacted them to explore their plans.  It was resolved to add this item to the February Agenda for further discussion and update from Cllr Mrs Thomson.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson

175/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Installation of BT pole on A34 near to junction with Sawpit Lane.  Chairman advised that the Clerk had written to Openreach, on 7.11.2023, to lodge the Parish Council’s concerns about the location of the pole, as it was felt this obstructed the line of sight for motorists exiting from Sawpit Lane onto the A34.  The matter had also been brought to the attention of SCC Highways Team.  SCC have expressed their concerns about the location of the pole and are in agreement it is causing an obstruction to motorists. SCC are investigating if the relevant permissions were obtained prior to the pole being installed – this is ongoing. Openreach are advising there is no other suitable location for the pole to be installed and any delays, will affect the provision of fibre to premises in Brocton. Matter is ongoing.
b. Organisation/management of FB posts – move to February meeting.
Action – Clerk 
c. Road Safety in village. Clerk provided update on behalf of Cllr Mrs Thomson: CSW meeting held on 29.11.23, attended by 12 volunteers.  Feedback provided by those who were unable to attend. Highlights: team work, nice feedback from residents; requests to join forces with Milford; most motorists slow down when see you. It was resolved to add to February Agenda for further update from Cllr Mrs Thomson.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson
176/23
CORRESPONDENCE - none received.
FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE CONFIDENTIAL – NO PUBLIC WERE IN ATTENDANCE.
177/23
DRAFT BUDGET 2024/24

a. Budget not approved, Cllrs present requested the attendance of Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson, in order for a whole Council decision to be made on the Budget for 2024/25.  Clerk to inform Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson accordingly, all Cllrs to attend the meeting in January 2024.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs

178/23 
CLERKS APPRAISAL 
a. This item was not discussed as Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson were unable to attend the meeting. The Chairman requested this item be added to the Agenda for the January Budget meeting.
Meeting ended at 10.00pm
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