
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 1.11.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 1 November 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs Pugh and Mrs E Faunch.
SBC Cllr Peter Edgeller. 
142/23
Apologies – Cllr Mrs B Smith – on holiday and Mrs G Thomson – on holiday. It was resolved to accept the apologies as received.
143/23
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 3 members of the Public attended and the following matters were raised:
1. Building work to The Besoms, Brook Lane.  Resident is concerned about a trench that has been dug, by the contractors responsible for the building work to the property, along the width of the Lane.  Resident has spoken with contractors on site, who have offered an assurance that all of the necessary permissions have been given.  Western Power have been contracted to install a 3 Phase supply to the property.  The excavated trench has already subsided, some work has been done to remedy the damage, but concern remains for future damage to the bridleway and ongoing maintenance. Resident has tried to contact Julia Banbury, AONB, but the email sent has bounced back.  Chairman advised resident that the Parish Council has been in recent discussions about Brook Lane with SCC’s Rights of Way Officer – Paul Rochfort and it was agreed to bring these concerns to the attention of Mr Rochfort for his comments.  Furthermore, the Parish Council will follow the matter up with the AONB, on behalf of the resident and provide an update in due course.

Action – Clerk
Chairman thanked the resident for attending and bringing this matter to our attention. Resident left the meeting at 7.55pm.
2. Opening in play park hedge for deer exit.   Volunteer residents, who conduct bi-monthly park inspections of the play park, on behalf of the Parish Council, remain very concerned about the opening that has been created. Volunteers have worked with the Parish Council for 6 years without incident, however, feel this matter is a very serious issue and suggested that it would appear that the Parish Council is giving priority to the deer over the safety of children who use the park and that no consideration has been given to children’s safety.  The volunteers have sought advice from ROSPA and SCC’s Health & Safety team, who have both stated that the Parish Council has a responsibility for all users of the park.  The installation of signage, as suggested by the Parish Council, at the October meeting, would not mitigate the Parish Council against the safety of the children.
Volunteers provided a number of documents, outlining the details of their concerns and the advice obtained, which the Parish Council accepted for further review. Chairman advised the volunteers that the Rangers had been invited to attend the meeting to offer their advice on the creation of the opening (which had been put in place by the Rangers upon their recommendation), however, no-one was available to attend.  The Rangers had agreed, however, to attend the site and reduce the opening.  After further discussion, it was resolved to re-assess the opening, once the work had been carried out by the Rangers (scheduled to be completed on 3.11.23) and the Chairman will attend on site, if possible. This was accepted.  The matter remains ongoing.
Action – Chairman and SCC Rangers

Chairman thanked the residents for attending.  Residents left the meeting at 8.20pm. and the Chairman closed the Public Session.
144/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. Cllr Mr Bates declared an interest in Minute Ref 150/23b.
No other Declarations of Interest were declared. 
145/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4 October 2023 were approved as a correct record.

146/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 130/23a – signs for Walton Lane. Matter has been followed up with SCC Highways, estimated costs unchanged.  Further discussions with Cllr Francis will be necessary to secure his financial support. 
Action - Clerk

b. 131/23 – proposed Boundary changes (discussed under SBC Cllr’s Report – See Minute Ref 148/23a below). No specific comments presented by Brocton Parish Council, however, support for comments already submitted by Berkswich Parish Council were presented. 
147/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis did not attend.
148/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller advised no decisions have been made regarding any Boundary changes, matter is still under consideration. Large pothole on the Chase, near the top of Chase Road, has been repaired.  ANPR cameras will be installed along the Milford to Brocton Road, specific details are not known and Cllr Edgeller will continue to monitor situation.   Manor Farm was discussed, portacabin has been installed, it was noted that no planning application has been submitted, Cllr Edgeller will discuss with SBC Planning Authority to establish if any planning application is pending.   Cllr Mrs Faunch requested an update on the installation of the height barrier at Milford Common – Cllr Edgeller advised matter is still being considered and an update will be provided when an agreement has been reached. 
149/23
PLANNING
a. SBC Planning Application Validation Criteria Consultation. This was discussed.  Clerk reminded all of comments previously provided by Cllr Mrs Faunch: more helpful if plans were to scale/included measurements and with a N point or distinguishing feature.  Plans should be fully dimensioned. Some previous plans received have not been at all helpful. It was resolved to submit the above comments, on behalf of the Parish Council.
Action - Clerk 
150/23
PLAY PARK
a. Monthly inspection report – not received. Cllr Mrs Faunch advised that during a recent visit, she noticed the safety surface tiles under the small climbing frame were quite slippy and it was resolved to get these cleaned as soon as possible to remove the moss.  Other areas with safety surface tiles to be checked, and cleaned if deemed necessary.  Clerk will progress this as a matter of priority.
Action - Clerk
b. Quotes for felling of 3 dead trees in the play park were discussed, it was resolved to confirm the quote provided by Trent Grounds Maintenance covered all 3 trees and if so, then the work would be offered to them to complete. Clerk to progress.
Action - Clerk
151/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. Open Gardens. Events held in both Colwich and Stowe by Chartley Parishes, contact details from Colwich provided to Cllr Mrs Pugh, who will follow this up.
Action – Cllr Mrs Pugh
b. Damaged fence in play park.  Letter has been sent to residents of Village Farmhouse, update to be provided when response received.
Action - Clerk
c. Weight limit through village. Letter has been sent to R&J Aggregates to bring this to their attention.
d. Trees overhanging Walton Lane and broken fencing.  Matter brought to the attention of the Golf Club and update will be provided in due course.
Action – Clerk 
e. Budget planning 2024/25. Meeting may be required on 3.1.2024 to finalise budget, which was agreed, subject to Village Hall availability – Clerk to establish.  Cllrs Bates, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh confirmed their availability.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
f. Clerks Performance Review. Clerk has sent relevant paperwork to Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson. 
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson.
156/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since October meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.9.23 – 19.10.23) – Debit card payment
	£8.32
	£1.67

	£9.99


	Hobbycraft
	HC Iron on vinyl letters for HiVis jackets - Debit card payment
	£20.00
	£4.00
	£24.00

	Bednall Pumpkins
	80 pumpkins at £1.50 each.  Approved at Sept mtg.  Cheque 201124.
	£120.00
	Nil
	£120.00

	Asda
	TVCG meeting refreshments - Debit card payment
	£3.50
	£0.70
	£4.20

	Site Supply company
	High Vis jackets x 10.  Debit card payment
	£61.19
	£12.26
	£73.45


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses from 1 – 31 October 2023
	£517.71
	Nil
	£517.71

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.10.23 – 5.11.23 
	£121.00
	Nil


	£121.00


	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cut 14. Village Green x 1 cut. Play field cut x 1. Hedge at Play field (Sawpit Lane).
	£324.95
	£64.99
	£389.94

	Staffordshire County Council
	4 x Community Speed Watch signs
	£79.92
	Nil
	£79.92

	AEDdonate
	Defibrillator maintenance package – cover until 30.5.2024
	£114.97
	£22.99
	£137.96


157/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Halloween – event was discussed.  It was noted that there was a lot of litter along Sawpit Lane after the event, which was disappointing. It was resolved to insert an article in the next Paper Chase as a reminder to not drop litter.  There were some pumpkins left over and it was resolved to consider a reduction in numbers ordered for next year. 
Action – Clerk 

b. Christmas – Carol singing activity on 2.12.23 was discussed, Chairman to follow up arrangements with choir.  It was resolved Clerk and all available Cllrs will meet at village green/village hall for 3pm on 2.12.23.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to progress other Christmas arrangements with Cllr Mrs Smith.  Christmas tree is being donated by Brocton Nursery and will be progressed by Chairman. 
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs

158/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Surface condition of Brook Lane. Response received from Paul Rochfort; SCC’s Rights of Way Officer was noted.  It was resolved to wait for further response to be provided before deciding if any further action can be taken.  Refer to Minute Ref 143/23 1 above.
b. Brocton Nature Reserve. Request for article, as provided by SCC’s Site Manager, for Cannock Chase, was discussed. It was resolved to share this article and the request for its inclusion in the Paper Chase, with our village volunteer, who has been overseeing the activity at this site.  Decision made to review the inclusion of the article in the Paper Chase in the New Year.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
c. SCC’s Statutory Consultation – Brocton Road speed limit.  Proposal to implement a 30mph speed limit from Milford mini-island to beyond Dora Rose Care Home was discussed.  It was noted that beyond this existing speed limits will remain in force, 40mph/then 30mph.   Cllrs agreed this did not make any sense and would create confusion.  Therefore, it was considered more sensible and appropriate to implement a 30mph along the whole of Brocton Road, from the Milford mini-island right through to the A34. It was resolved the Clerk will present these comments as the Parish Councils response to the Statutory Consultation. 
Action - Clerk
159/23
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Invitation to ABBA Tribute Night in aid of Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2023/24 – 1 March 2024 was noted.
b. Katharine House Hospice – Christmas tree collection. It was resolved to make arrangements for the tree to be collected, Clerk will progress.
Action - Clerk

c. The House of Bread – request for support. This was noted. 
160/23
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Budget 2024/25 – Clerk and Cllrs.  
b. Brocton Nature Reserve/Jumps – all Cllrs
c. Organisation/management of FB posts – Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson
d. Road Safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson

e. Community events – all Cllrs
Meeting ended at 9.45 pm
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