
                                                                                  DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 4.10.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4 October 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith (Vice Chairman), Mrs A Pugh and Mrs G Thomson – arrived at 7.55pm.  
SCC Cllr John Francis. 
126/23
Apologies – Cllr Mrs E Faunch – prior commitment. SBC Cllr Edgeller – another commitment. It was resolved to accept the apologies as received.
12723
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 1 member of the Public attended and raised the following matters:
1. Has there been any progress with Brocton crossroads?  Cllr Francis advised that this had been included in the Capital Programme, for a funding application to HS2.  However, the latest Government decision on HS2 will affect this.  Cllr Francis agreed to raise this matter with MP to try to see if funding for improvements to the crossroads can be secured from elsewhere.
Action – Cllr Francis

2. Location of bus stop on Cannock Road, opposite Chetwynd Arms.  Cllr Francis was made aware of discussions from the September Parish Council meeting - Minute Ref 111/23 2.  Cllr Francis agreed to look into this matter.
Action – Cllr Francis 
3. Rubbish dumped at Teddesley Road – this has now all been fully removed.  Cllr Bates advised all that it had taken 3 reports to Streetscene to get this matter fully dealt with.

Chairman thanked the resident for attending.  The Public Session closed at 7.50pm.
127/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. Cllr Mrs Pugh declared an interest in Agenda item 8b.

No other Declarations of Interest were declared. 
128/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6 September 2023 were approved as a correct record.

129/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 119/23a – Application to SCC Cllr Francis’ Fund has been refused, which was noted.  Cllr Mrs Pugh asked if we had received feedback as to why.  Clerk advised these details will be provided to all Cllrs.  Cllr Francis expressed his disappointment and frustration at this decision.  His Fund has been reduced significantly over the past few years and it makes it very difficult for him to support his Parish Councils, whom he knows are trying to do the best for their local community.
Action - Clerk

b. 120/23d – Poppy Wreath has been received.  Cllr Francis advised Council that he is able to provide a poppy wreath free of charge to the Parish.  It was resolved to take up this offer in 2024.
c. 123/23a – surface condition of Brook Lane. Clerk advised that SCC’s Paul Rochfort had been in touch to say he is having difficulties with his email account and is working with SCC’s ICT team to resolve his difficulties.  He hopes to provide a response in due course.  Cllrs requested Clerk continue to follow this matter up.
Action - Clerk

130/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis confirmed the weight limit restriction through the village will be implemented within this current financial year.  30mph restriction from Milford to Dora Rose Care Home will be implemented.  Support for warning signs on Walton Lane was discussed, Clerk advised Cllr Francis of estimated cost received from SCC Highways - £7,000. Cllr Francis indicated he was willing to support this project using his Divisional Highways Programme Fund for 2024/25, but that the cost was ridiculous.  Clerk to email SCC Highways Officer and Richard Rayson, cc’d to Cllr Francis to raise the matter of the cost and request an urgent response from SCC Highways.
Action - Clerk

131/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller did not attend.  Clerk provided update received from Cllr Edgeller on the proposed boundary changes – changes are proposals that are being looked at on a national scale.  Parish Councils can view the proposals and present comments/thoughts to SCC.  Individual residents can do this too. Berkswich Parish Council have objected to the proposals and individual Berkswich residents have also sent comments to SCC.  Cllr Edgeller suggested that Brocton Clls should make SCC aware of their comments. Cllr Bates commented that the map on line is not very clear or easy to follow.  Cllr Francis suggested Clerk contacts SCC’s Member and Democratic Services to request a clearer map – contact details provided.
Action - Clerk

132/23
PLANNING
a. 23/37990/FUL – Bybruk, 30 Old Acre Lane, Brocton. Proposed internal alterations, rebuilding of existing side garage and proposed first floor extension to provide habitable space. No objections or comments made.  SBC to be advised accordingly.
Action - Clerk

b. 23/37969/FUL – 42 Sawpit Lane, Brocton. Removal of existing conservatory, replace with single storey rear extension and conversion of existing garage/store areas. New flat roof over existing garage to replace existing pitch and new cladding to front of house.  No objections or comments made.  SBC to be advised accordingly.
Action - Clerk

c. SBC Planning Application Validation Criteria Consultation. This was discussed.  Clerk advised of comments provided by Cllr Mrs Faunch: more helpful if plans were to scale/included measurements and with a N point or distinguishing feature.  Some previous plans received have not been at all helpful.  It was resolved to include this on the November Agenda for further consideration.

Action - Clerk 
133/23
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for September was received and noted.  Clerk made Council aware of concerns raised by volunteers regarding the exit created, in the perimeter hedge, by the Rangers for the deer.  Volunteers felt this posed a ‘medium’ risk to toddlers or young children of distracted parents, who may climb through the ‘inviting gap’ onto the busy road.  The Cllrs noted the concerns, however, indicated that it was very difficult to ensure no gaps in the perimeter hedge that the deer would make, which would be equally ‘inviting’ and would also be onto the busy road. After further discussion, it was resolved to display signage in the park to draw this exit area for the deer, to the attention of the park users and to encourage them to be mindful of children at all times.  It was also noted, that the deer exit had been created by SCC Rangers, who had assessed the whole site; determined this as the safest place/exit point for the deer, which would hopefully, over time, avoid multiple exit points in the perimeter hedge being made by the deer.  Cllr Mrs Smith will make the signage for display.  Clerk will inform volunteers accordingly. It was also resolved to include an article in the next edition of the Paper Chase informing residents. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk

b. Recent fire damage in park was discussed and it was resolved to monitor situation.  Cllr Francis commented that over the past few months there has been an increase in incidents of vandalism in the area and residents need to be aware.  It was resolved to include an article in the next edition of the Paper Chase, to make residents aware, without causing too much alarm.  Cllr Bates commented that the ‘no dog sign’ on the park gate is in need of repair and he will deal with this in due course.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Bates 

c. Clerk provided an update, on behalf of Cllr Mrs Faunch, regarding the ownership of fencing between play park and paddock. Having checked on Land Registry it is not clear who owns or has responsibility for the boundary between the park and the paddock (Village Farmhouse). Therefore, it was resolved to write to the owners to see if they are willing to repair the fence, advise what type of fence is needed and why.
Action – Clerk
Cllr Francis left at 8.30pm
134/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:
a. Carol singing at The Green, Christmas.  Final details were discussed, Parish Council to provide mince pies and chocolates – Clerk to purchase.  Cllr Francis offered to provide a raffle prize and Cllr Bates to inform Village Hall Committee to arrange.

Action – Clerk and Cllr Bates
b. TVCG meeting – 18.10.23. Agenda for meeting will be issued w/c 9.10.23. Cllr Mrs Smith to provide cakes.  Clerk to ensure refreshments are available and purchase what is necessary.

Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith
c. Road closure – village green. This is being progressed, waiting for confirmation from Highways, SCC that no works are planned. Neighbours will be advised accordingly.

Action - Clerk

d. Parish Notice Board, Pool Lane. On the Agenda for the 2024/25 budget discussions.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
e. Budget planning 2024/25. Meeting date agreed – 14.11.2023, with Clerk, Cllrs Bates, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh. Clerk to provide proposals for discussion, in advance of meeting.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Bates, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh
f. Clerks Performance Review. Meeting date agreed – 9.11.2023, Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson to conduct. Clerk to provide relevant paperwork in advance of meeting.

Action – Clerk, Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson.

135/23
TRENT VALLEY COLLOBORATION GROUP

a. Brocton hosting next meeting on 18.10.23.  Final arrangements discussed and approved.  See Minute Ref 134/23b above for more details.
136/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since September meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.8.23 – 19.9.23) – Debit card payment
	£8.32
	£1.67

	£9.99


	Tanya Batteries
	Replacement batteries for speed device x 2. Debit card payment
	£87.91
	£17.58
	£105.49

	RBL Poppy Shop UK
	Medium Layered Poppy Wreath (Type G) – Debit card payment
	£41.67
	£8.33
	£50.00

	Amazon UK
	Clips for football net. Debit card payment
	£4.99
	£1.00
	£5.99


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses from 1 – 30 September 2023
	£520.61
	Nil
	£520.61

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.9.23 – 5.10.23 
	£120.80
	Nil


	£120.80


	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cuts 12 & 13. Brocton Crescent verge x 1 cut. Village Green x 2 cuts. Extra verge on A34 up to speed sign.  Play field cut x 2. Extra verge on A34.
	£467.92
	£93.58
	£561.50


137/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Halloween – Cllr Mrs Smith advised pumpkin prices are £1.50 each, approval was given for Cllr Mrs Smith to arrange the purchase of 80, total cost will be £120.00. Delivery will be on 25.10.23, which will be collection date for all who have registered - Clerk to email details to everyone. Email communication, as prepared by Clerk, approved by Cllr Mrs Smith. Cllr Mrs Smith to arrange Halloween trail throughout village.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith

b. Christmas – event discussed and is ongoing.
Action – all Cllrs

c. Brocton in Bloom.  Mrs Pugh provided an update.  Activity is ongoing, there is a lot interest and Cllr Mrs Pugh will progress and provide updates as/when required. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Pugh

e. Organisation/management of FB posts was discussed.  Cllr Mrs Smith agreed to draft schedule of events for discussion.  Item to be reviewed at November meeting.
Action – Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson
138/23
SCC TRIAL PARISH COUNCIL RIGHTS OF WAY AGREEMENT
a. This was discussed and as very little interest had been received from volunteers, it was resolved that the Cllrs would be unable to commit to this trial without the support of volunteers and so, the Council would not be able to participate in this trial.  Clerk to inform SCC accordingly.
Action - Clerk

139/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Brocton crossroads. Letter from SCC, dated 7.9.2023, in response to submission of petition in the summer was reviewed by all Cllrs. Study currently being undertaken by SCC was noted.  Clerk was requested to follow up this matter to ensure findings of study were shared with Parish Council, when study had been completed. 
Action - Clerk

b. Village signs. After discussion, it was resolved to proceed with the purchase of 4 x Community Speedwatch signs for the village.  Deer banner, deer signs and children/elderly crossing signs to be put on hold. Cllrs discussed providing ‘Gateways’ at entrance to village, from Milford and Cannock Road.  It was noted that these had recently been installed by Hixon Parish Council and Clerk was requested to contact Hixon for details. 
Action - Clerk
c. Road Safety in village.  Cllr Mrs Thomson provided an update.  Activity has slowed a little but there is still interest from volunteers. Cllr Mrs Thomson to arrange meeting with volunteers.  Statistics still not being received from the Police.
Action – Cllr Mrs Thomson
d. Trees in Walton Lane.  Clerk presented this item on behalf of Cllr Mrs Faunch, who had raised concerns with SCC about the trees along Walton Lane, which were overhanging, in October 2022.  These are the responsibility of the Golf Club.  It was also noted that the fence along Walton Lane, also the responsibility of the Golf Club is broken in a number of places.  It was resolved to contact the Golf Club and bring both of these matters to their attention and ask that they are dealt with, in particular the trees before the winter, as some are dangerous.
Action - Clerk
140/23
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Remembrance Sunday Open Air Service and Parade – Sunday, 12.11.2023.  This was noted, no Cllrs available to attend.
141/23
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. FB posts – Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson
b. Road Safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson
c. Community events – all Cllrs
Meeting ended at 21.40pm
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