
                                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 6.9.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 6 September 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith (Vice Chairman), Mrs E Faunch and Mrs G Thomson.  
SBC Cllr Peter Edgeller. 
110/23
Apologies – Cllr Mrs A Pugh – holiday. It was resolved to accept the apology as received.
111/23
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 2 members of the Public attended and the following matters were raised:
1. Brocton in Bloom.  Resident is keen to progress this and referred to a monthly gardening club that had been suggested.  After discussion, it was resolved that the Clerk would ensure Cllr Mrs Pugh contacts the resident directly to progress.

Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Pugh
2. Bus stop opposite Chetwynd Arms.  Resident wanted it known that this bus stop is in the wrong place.  If SCC are to make any improvements, then the bus stop should be relocated to a more suitable site for bus users and suggested it is moved nearer to Sherbrook Close. It was resolved to inform SCC Cllr Francis accordingly.
Action – Clerk

3. Brocton crossroads.  Resident requested a progress update.
Agenda item 14b – it was resolved to deal with this matter in the Public Open Session.

Cllr Bates provided details of a meeting he had attended with SCC Highways Officers and Cllr Francis, which took place at Milford Common.  SCC advised that there is no funding available to make any improvements.  Original plans for installation of traffic lights have been provided to Cllr Francis, as SCC can no longer locate these.  Cllr Edgeller commented that the sale of Manor farm on the corner of the A34 Cannock Road and Teddersley Road may well have an influence on what happens at the crossroads.  Resident advised that as a cyclist using the crossroads, from any direction, is simply too dangerous and the Parish Council needs to continue to lobby SCC. When a traffic incident is reported by the Police to SCC action would appear to be taken.  Cllr Bates commented that the owner of the Chetwynd Arms will be writing to SCC to complain and point out that the car park is being used as a turning point by motorists, to avoid having to turn right from Sawpit Lane onto the Cannock Road, heading to Stafford.
After discussion, it was resolved to keep the matter of the crossroads in the Paper Chase and remind residents to keep reporting incidents to the Clerk.
Action - Clerk

Chairman thanked the residents for attending and for their comments.  The Public Session closed at 8.05pm.
112/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. No Declarations of Interest were declared. 
113/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5 July 2023 were approved as a correct record.

114/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 93/23 – Vandalism at the play park. Neighbours living near to the play park have been requested to inform the Parish Clerk of any inappropriate activity they witness.
b. 102/23e – damaged crotch strap to play park swing. Goodwill gesture of Wicksteed Leisure Ltd to replace swing seat was noted.  Cllr Bates advised this has been received and fitted. Quality of replaced seat is much better.  Clerk has sent thanks to Wicksteed Leisure accordingly.
115/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis was not present.
116/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller provided an update about litter on the Chase – this is being considered within SBC and he is waiting for a response.  Litter on Camp Road has also been raised, the danger of litter picking along this road has been noted and this is being also being considered.
Re-application for development on Old Croft Road has been called-in.  Application has been reduced from 80 properties to 40, no other amendments made and therefore, previous objections still remain, as these have not been addressed by the developers – no available school provision; GP surgeries; dangerous/narrow road - not passable by 2 cars.
Travellers at Milford Common – access to be reinforced.  Their presence affects visitor numbers, clean-up responsibilities rest with SBC and are very expensive.  Cllr Edgeller confirmed that the presence of the funfair at Milford Common is with the permission of SBC and is not connected with the travellers.

117/23
PLANNING
No Planning Applications received.

118/23
PLAY PARK
a. Cllr Mrs Smith provided the updated June Inspection Report and the August Report.  
b. Annual Inspection Report was discussed and the following actions were agreed: monitor trip hazards at surface edges of junior multi play equipment and monitor gaps in surfacing; lift tree canopy near to senior multi play equipment; inform Wicksteed of hole in hedgerow created by SCC Rangers for safe deer exit and carry out maintenance to goal posts – Cllr Bates is progressing.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Bates

c. Ownership of fencing between play park and paddock, owned by residents of the Village Farmhouse was discussed.  It was resolved to establish ownership via Land Registry and meet associated costs of £6.00.

Action – Cllr Mrs Faunch 
d. Parking on grass verge outside play park was discussed and it was noted that this matter appears to have been addressed by the owners of The Brambles.  It was noted that Clerk had sent message of thanks to owners and it was agreed to continue to monitor situation.  Cllr Mrs Smith raised matter of horses walking on footpath outside park and it was resolved to include article in next Paper Chase, making a request to walk horses on grass verge instead.
Action – Clerk
e. Cllr Bates requested a quote for the removal of a dead tree in the play park be obtained.  It was resolved to get quotes for this work from TGM and MP Bates Electrical Services.  Quote details to be brought to a future meeting for consideration and approval.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Bates

119/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:
a. Application to SCC Cllr Francis’ fund.  This was submitted on 10.8.2023, for the following: 1 x deer banner; 2 x A1 deer awareness signs; 4 x CSW signs; 4 x elderly/children crossing signs and 1 x bend warning sign for Walton Lane. Meeting has been arranged with SCC Highway Officer to discuss signage for Walton Lane and locations for elderly/children crossing signs.  Update will be provided at a future meeting.
b. Solar farms. Cllr Francis is not supportive of these on greenfield sites/farm land in the Trent Valley area and believes use of brownfield sites has not been fully explored.  The Cllrs noted this, however, were not supportive of Cllr Francis’ view, feeling there were too many unknowns to enable them to make an informed judgement.  Clerk to inform Cllr Francis accordingly.
Action - Clerk

c. Christmas carol singing on village green.  Official attendance by the Mayor and Mayoress was noted.  Information requested by SBC was discussed and finalised.  Clerk to complete Information request and send to SBC.
Action - Clerk

d. Road closure by village green for carol singing event on 2.12.2023.  Matter is being progressed by Clerk, SCC Highways, Staffs Fire & Rescue and Staffs Ambulance service have all been informed of event. 
Action – Clerk

e. End of year AGAR 2022/23. Period of Public Rights ended on 24.8.2023, no request to view Accounts has been received, all AGAR Notices have been removed from Parish Notice Boards and AGAR for 2022/23 is now complete.
f. Parish Notice Board, Pool Lane. This was discussed and it was resolved to consider the replacement of this Notice Board during the 2024/25 budget discussions.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
g. TVCG meeting, 18.10.23.  The following additional Agenda items were approved: play park refurbishment and possible funding streams, recommendations for equipment providers, tips on what to look out for/avoid, speeding/road safety ideas.  Brocton will be hosting and Cllr Mrs Smith offered to assist with provision of cakes.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith

h. Budget planning 2024/25. Clerk proposed 3 Cllrs participate in the budget preparation for presentation to full Council in due course and it was resolved that Cllrs Bates, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh support the Clerk with this.  Clerk to propose meeting date in October/November.  
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Bates, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh
120/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since July meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.6.23 – 19.7.23) and (20.7.23 – 19.8.23) – Debit card payment
	£8.32
£8.32
	£1.67
£1.67
	£9.99
£9.99



	Electricfix
	Sanding discs for play park refurbishment – goalpost. Debit card payment
	£7.32
	£1.46
	£8.78

	TFM Farm & Country Store Ltd
	Paint for play park refurbishment – Debit card payment
	£33.03
	£6.62
	£39.65

	Chetwynd Arms
	Refreshments – community meeting
	£11.83
	£2.37
	£14.20


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses from 1 – 30 July 2023
	£520.41
	Nil
	£520.41

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses 1 – 31 August 2023
	£519.51
	Nil
	£519.51

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.7.23 – 5.8.23 and 6.8.23 – 5.9.23
	£121.00

£121.00
	Nil

Nil
	£121.00

£121.00

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	Annual play park inspection
	£132.00
	£26.40
	£158.40

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – issue no. 69
	£116.90
	Nil
	£116.90

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cuts 8 & 9. Brocton Crescent verge x 1 cut. Village Green x 2 cuts. Extra verge on A34 up to speed sign.  Play field cut. Banks on Pool Lane. Extra verge on A34.
	£467.92
	£93.58
	£561.50

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cuts 10 & 11. Brocton Crescent verge x 1 cut. Village Green x 2 cuts. Verge on A34 up to speed sign. Play field cut. Extra verge on A34.
	£417.95
	£83.59
	£501.54


c. Purchase of 10 long sleeved high viz jackets was discussed and approved.  These are necessary to ensure correct compliance for councillors/volunteers who are litter picking near the highway. Cllr Bates to clarify costs.  Cllr Mrs Smith to add Brocton Parish Council to jackets.
Action – Cllr Bates and Cllr Mrs Smith
d. Purchase of 1 large poppy wreath was discussed and approved for display on village green tree.  Clerk to obtain cost for a metal poppy for budget planning for 2024/25.
Action - Clerk

121/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Halloween – Cllr Smith advised pumpkin prices will follow shortly for approval. Clerk to send updated Risk Assessment to Cllr Mrs Smith for review, along with communication to be issued to all who register.  Cllr Mrs Smith will review Risk Assessment and communication and update, as required/inform Clerk of updates to be made. 

Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith

b. Christmas – Cllr Mrs Faunch suggested a Parish Council table at the Christmas Bazaar on 18.11.23, which was approved by all Cllrs.  A Thank you donation, for John German to be progressed.  Further Christmas activities were discussed and are ongoing. 

Action – all Cllrs

c. Brocton in Bloom.  It was resolved to leave this item until Cllr Mrs Pugh was present.

d. Clerk raised D-Day 80th anniversary celebrations in 2024.  Event Registration was discussed and it was resolved that the event will be private, not public.  It was resolved to secure attendance of a fish and chip van for the event.  Clerk will progress this activity.
Action - Clerk

e. Organisation/management of FB posts was discussed.  Cllr Mrs Thomson advised this was a big piece of work which needed to be planned accordingly.  Cllr Mrs Smith agreed to draft an events calendar for review.  Cllr Mrs Thomson will draft a holding Parish Council FB response for full Council approval.  Clerk recommended reviewing the adopted Social Media Policy for guidance.
Action – Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson

122/23
ENGAGING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE IN PARISH
a. NALC event: ‘How to engage/empower our young people’ was discussed and the following was resolved – Cllr Mrs Thomson to attend this event, which will take place on 25.10.23 via zoom.  Clerk will book course for Cllr Mrs Thomson.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson
123/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Surface of Brook Lane. Cllr Bates commented on the very poor state of Brook Lane again.  Clerk confirmed that the matter had been brought to the attention of Paul Rochfort, SCC Rights of Way Officer and it was resolved to review the matter, once a response from SCC had been received.
Action - Clerk

b. Brocton crossroads petition – covered in Public Session.
c. Road Safety in village.  Cllr Mrs Thomson stated that CSW statistics and facts had been requested but not received and so will chase receipt of these again.  A new speedwatch activity rota needs to be drawn up, as we enter the Autumn. There has been some incorrect reporting by volunteers, which needs to be addressed and Cllr Mrs Thomson will arrange a meeting in the village hall for all volunteers, where all correct procedures can be clarified. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Thomson

124/23
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Cannock Chase AONB – Good Lighting Guide. This was noted and it was resolved to add details onto the Parish website and include the article in the next Paper Chase.

Action - Clerk

b. LG Boundary Commission for England – Consultation on draft recommendation for boundary divisions in Staffordshire.  This was noted and it was resolved that no comments would be submitted.
c. SPCA AGM – 30.10.2023. This was noted, no Cllr was available to attend and it was resolved to send our apologies.

Action - Clerk
125/23
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Community events: Halloween, Christmas – all Cllrs
b. Trees in Walton Lane – Cllr Mrs Faunch
c. Road safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson
Meeting ended at 10.00pm
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