
                                                                                   DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 5.7.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5 July 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith (Vice Chairman), 

Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch and Mrs G Thomson.  SBC Cllr Peter Edgeller arrived at 7.45pm. 
92/23
Apologies – SCC Cllr John Francis – another commitment.  It was resolved to accept the apology as received.
93/23
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 1 resident attended. The following matters were discussed:

· Repairs to surface of Old Acre Lane. Amey had attended, intending to re-surface whole of Lane, however, when on site discovered that it was a dead end and therefore, whole re-surface could not be completed that day.  Some pothole repairs were carried out and an assurance was provided that a complete re-surface will be carried out at a future date.
· Update on petition for Brocton crossroads was requested.  Chairman advised this matter is an Agenda item for further discussion, however, it was resolved to deal with the matter in the Public Session.  Chairman advised resident that the signed petition will be taken by the Clerk to SCC Cllr Francis shortly, in readiness for a meeting being held at SCC on 22.7.2023, when the Parish Council understands Cllr Francis will present the petition. Total number of signatures has not been counted yet; however, it is believed that approx. 400 signatures have been obtained.  An update will be included in the next edition of the Paper Chase and the Parish Council will continue to discuss the matter with Cllr Francis.
Action - Clerk

· Vandalism at play park.  Chairman and Cllr Mrs Thomson provided an update.  Matter has been reported to the Police, who have identified the culprits and spoken to them.  Incident at Post Office was treated separately – apology has been received. All matters have now been closed and deemed to have been resolved at a community level.  However, it was noted that if the trees in the park do not re-grow, then there is the option to raise this as criminal damage. Further discussions took place and the following actions were agreed: 

1. Anti-Social Behaviour article to be included in the next Paper Chase, with specific reference to the play park.  Cllrs to approve communication.

Action - Cllrs

2. Clerk to write to Walton High School to express their disappointment about the vandalism in the park and to stress the work of volunteers who willingly give up their free time for the benefit of the community, which includes working in and looking after the park.  To offer Assembly presentation to School, by a qualified Teacher (Cllr Mrs Smith).
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith

3. Clerk to write to residents of The Barns, to engage their support regarding any inappropriate park activity.

Action - Clerk

4. Resident offered to donate a tree to the Parish Council for planting in the park – the tree is currently in a pot and can be transported to the park.  It has been grown from a Brocton acorn and it was resolved to include an article on the tree in the Paper Chase when it is been planted in the Autumn.  The Chairman expressed the thanks of the Parish Council for the donation.

Chairman thanked resident for raising the above matters and closed the Public Session at 8.10pm.

94/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. No Declarations of Interest were declared. 
95/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7 June 2023 were approved as a correct record.

96/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 80/23a 1 – 30mph speed limit between Brocton and Milford. See Minute Reference 107/23a below.
b. 80/23a 3 – bus stop opposite Chetwynd Arms.  Chairman provided an update following a recent site meeting with Cllr Francis and SCC Highways.  Damaged section of retaining wall will be removed and the rest of the wall will be made good.  Bus stop will be moved to the North side of the exit from the Service Road, which will make access for residents using the bus service easier, as well as improving access for the bin lorry vehicles and other larger vehicles.  No time scale was provided for these works to be completed.  It was resolved to include an update on this matter in the next Paper Chase for residents’ information.

Action - Clerk

97/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis did not attend.
98/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller advised Cllrs that the litter picking matter discussed at the Parish Council meeting in June is being followed up and an update will be provided in due course.  Chairman asked Cllr Edgeller to pass the thanks of the Parish Council onto Streetscene for their support following a recent Parish Litter Pick.

Action – Cllr Edgeller 
99/23
PLANNING
New Planning Application considered:
a. 23/37238/FUL – Shugborough Park. Clerk advised that the Parish Council was not being formally consulted on this Application, however, comments could be submitted if necessary.  Details of Application are: Proposed visitors welcome centre, creation of new site access off Lichfield Road along with updated traffic management to existing access with associated new car park, the conversion of two outbuildings to provide updated staff facilities and toilets and demolition and rebuild of the existing southwest curved wall to the walled garden and removal of a later gateway. 
Application was considered and Cllrs had no comments to make.
b. 23/37639/FUL – Cottage Farm, Cannock Road, Brocton. Proposed change of use of barn to residential dwelling with external alternations and vehicular parking to the side. No comments or objections were made and Clerk will inform Planning Authority accordingly.
Action – Clerk
100/23
PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANICES

a. Clerk updated Council that the latest expression of interest received in becoming a Parish Cllr has now been withdrawn, due to a change in personal circumstances.
101/23
PLAY PARK
a. Cllr Mrs Smith will update latest Report to include recent vandalism/damage provide Report to Clerk.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith

b. Recent anti-social behaviour and damage in the park was discussed in the Public Open session.  Chairman and Cllr Mrs Smith informed Council of offer received of replacement tree guards from resident.  It was noted that out of 8 trees that were newly planted in the park, 2 will likely survive and 2 more may possibly survive, therefore, half of the trees planted have been lost.  Cllr Edgeller offered to help with the installation of the new tree guards.
102/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:
a. 7.5t weight restriction from Milford through Brocton to A34.  Comments agreed at the June meeting have been submitted to SCC as part of the formal consultation on this matter.
b. Christmas tree donation. Brocton Nurseries have agreed to donate a tree to the Parish Council for Christmas 2023.

c. Christmas carol singing on village green.  The event will be attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of Stafford in their official capacity and Cllrs approved collection bucket for Mayor’s charity.

d. Road closure by village green for carol singing event on 2.12.2023.  Cost is £127.00, which the Cllrs approved, Clerk to make the necessary arrangements and inform the affected residents accordingly, nearer the time.

Action – Clerk
e. Annual play park inspection.  Has been arranged, however, date not known. Chairman advised that the replacement crotch strap that had been provided by Wicksteed in October 2022 is showing signs of cracking again, which is very disappointing as it is not 12 months old.  Request for Wicksteed to be informed.
Action - Clerk

f. Signage for village. No funding available from AONB, at present.  Deer Banner (similar to one on Camp Rd) will cost £65.00 – Cllrs agreed to proceed with the purchase of the banner, Clerk to arrange and add to grant request to SCC Cllr Francis’ fund.

Action – Clerk
g. End of year AGAR 2022/23. Notices for Period of Public Rights (26.6.23-24.8.23) have been displayed throughout the Parish and added to the Parish website, together with all of the other relevant AGAR documentation. 

h. Next TVCG meeting.  Village hall has been booked for 18.10.23, all Parishes in Cllr Francis’ area have been advised of the date/venue & asked to inform their Councils accordingly.  Agenda item requested – Youth Councils/ASB in villages.

i. Grass cutting contract.  Meeting with TGM took place on 28.6.23 and confusion over number of cuts throughout the village has been resolved and arrangements made for the village green to be cut 13 times during the season.

j. Litter in/around village.  Matter being pursued by Cllr Edgeller – see Minute Ref 98/23a above.

k. Applications to SCC Cllr Francis’ fund.  Application has not been submitted, following signs were agreed: 4 speedwatch signs; 1 x deer banner; 2 x A1 deer signs.  Cllr Mrs Thomson to review appropriate locations (signs to be added to existing posts) for elderly/children crossing signs, as well as number required – photos to be provided.  Clerk will then include these into Application to Cllr Francis’ fund. 
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson
103/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since June meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.5.23 – 19.6.23)

– Debit card payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99


	Tesco
	16 x 2nd class stamps – Debit card payment
	£12.00
	Nil
	£12.00

	The Range
	Stationery – Debit card payment
	£4.82
	£0.96
	£5.78


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Salary from 1 – 30 June 2023
	£483.81
	Nil
	£483.81

	Gillian Davies
	Home working allowance
	£26.00
	Nil
	£26.00

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ mileage
	£15.30
	Nil
	£15.30

	
	Total payment
	
	
	£525.11

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.6.23 – 5.7.23
	£120.80
	Nil
	£120.80

	Brocton Nurseries
	Supply of tree guards
	£24.00
	£4.80
	£28.80

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – issue no. 68
	£43.75
	Nil
	£43.75

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cuts 5,6 & 7. Brocton Crescent verge x 1 cut. Village Green x 1 cut. Extra verge on A34 up to speed sign.  Play field cut. Banks on Pool Lane. Cut of footpath no.3, incl’d litter pick. Extra verge on A34.
	£718.87
	£144.77
	£862.64


104/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Halloween – Sunday, 29 October 2023.  Cllr Mrs Smith to arrange price for purchase of pumpkins.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith
b. Open Gardens.  Cllr Mrs Pugh advised that responses have been received from residents and she will progress this them and update the Parish Council in due course.
Action – Cllr Mrs Pugh
105/23
PAPER CHASE

a. Articles for next edition of Paper Chase were discussed and it was resolved that all Cllrs will send relevant article details to Clerk by no later than end of July for inclusion.
Action – all Cllrs

b. Copy of latest delivery schedule to be emailed to all Cllrs.
Action - Clerk
106/23
COUNTY BOUNDARY REVIEW

a. Cllr Mrs Faunch provided an update on the proposals for a combined Authority for Birmingham and Shropshire to create a super region – West Midlands Combined Authority, which will include Staffordshire and Shropshire.  Cllr Mrs Faunch suggested the Parish Council needs to be aware of these proposals, which was agreed.
107/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. 30mph speed limit between Milford and Brocton. Clerk advised Council that a response had been received from SCC in relation to the speed limit request made between Milford and Brocton.  This has been rejected and the response from SCC can be see as Appendix A attached to these Minutes.  The approval for the 7.5t weight limit was noted and welcomed and it was resolved to include this information in the next Paper Chase.
Action - Clerk

b. SCC Rights of Way trial Parish Council Agreement. Request from SCC for Parish Council to participate in a trial was discussed and it was resolved to contact our current volunteers to establish if they are still interested in working with SCC and the Parish Council to report on/improve Rights of Way in/around village before making a decision about our involvement in the trial, as without volunteer support the Cllrs will be unable to support the trial.  SCC to be advised accordingly.
Action - Clerk

c. Brocton crossroads – see Minute Ref 93/23 above. 
d. Road Safety in village. Cllr Mrs Thomson provided an update and agreed to contact the CSW Co-ordinator and request the speedwatch data for review.  It was resolved that a rotation schedule for the speed cameras will be arranged.  Chairman confirmed he is keen to get the data downloaded from the speed cameras for review.  Approval was given for the purchase of 2 additional speed camera batteries at a cost of gross £97.02 + £8.47 carriage.
Action – Cllr Mrs Thomson and Cllr Bates 
108/23
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Climate Change consultation.  Clerk provided details, which has been launched by SCC on behalf of Staffordshire Sustainability Board.  Consultation is open until 1.9.2023.  Details were noted, no comments to be submitted from Parish Council.  
b. D Day 80 – 6 June 2024.  Clerk provided details and it was resolved to register interest from Parish Council to be involved.
Action - Clerk
109/23
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Facebook activity – organising/managing posts – Cllr Mrs Thomson
b. Community events - all Cllrs.

Meeting ended at 9.55pm
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