
                                                                                   Minutes of meeting on 3.5.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 3 May 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith (Vice Chairman), 

Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch and Mrs G Thomson. 
51/23
Apologies – Peter Edgeller provided apologies – unavailable due to upcoming election.
It was resolved to accept the apology as presented.
52/23
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
1 member of the public attended and raised the following matters:

1. Brocton crossroads – can cameras be installed, CCTV and ANPR. Cars regularly drop people off at the Chetwynd Arms, reasons unknown.  Chairman advised that this is outside of the remit of the Parish Council, however, agreed to inform our SCC Cllr accordingly, for his information.
2. Manor Farm – property has recently been sold; this is now an ideal opportunity to work with the new owner to see if land can be obtained to make for safer road access/exit around the whole of the crossroads area.  Chairman thanked resident for these comments and it was resolved to inform our SCC Cllr accordingly.
3. Deer in field – fencing around SCC adopted footpath (Brocton 8) is not being maintained and this has allowed the deer to get into the field, they are eating food meant for the cattle.  After discussion, it was resolved to report the condition of footpath Brocton 8 to SCC Rights of Way Officers and request an inspection/repair, where needed. Chairman advised that this was the most the Parish Council could do.
Chairman thanked the resident for his attendance and for raising the above matters.  The Parish Council only has limited powers, but is willing to raise these matters with our SCC Cllr accordingly.
Action - Clerk

Public session closed at 7.55pm

53/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. No Declarations of Interest were declared. 
54/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5 April 2023 were approved as a correct record.

b. Minutes of an extraordinary meeting held on 23 June.2022 were approved as a correct record.
55/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 36/23 1 – Surface condition of Old Acre Lane.  Resident has provided details directly to Cllr Francis.
b. 46/23d – Audit 2022-23. Certificate of Exemption was sent to external Auditors, Mazars on 20.4.2023.
56/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. No Cllr attended.
57/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. No Cllr attended.
58/23
PLANNING
Applications considered between meetings:

a. 23/37177/HOU – Brook House, Brook Lane, Brocton. Erection of a detached single garage. following comments were provided to the Planning Authority on 20.4.2023: The plans and documents that are available on the SBC planning website to view for the Planning Application contain no details of measurements for the proposed garage, i.e. no details of height, the distance of the garage from the property boundaries, in fact it is the opinion of the Parish Council that the drawings provided are very poor and rather vague. 

The above facts make it very difficult to provide appropriate comments.  Therefore, the Parish Council wish to request further details are provided, that clearly outline the measurements of the proposed garage, together with details of distances from the property boundaries.  

The Parish Council understands that car parking is of a concern in the property vicinity and as the property is on a corner plot, the distance of the location from the boundary of the garage needs to be clarified.

Once in receipt of this information, we will be in a position to comment appropriately.

Finally, the Parish Council has provided comments in relation to the surface condition of Brook Lane when responding to previous planning applications for properties on Brook Lane, which is a bridleway and wishes to repeat these in relation to this application, as follows: the Parish Council remains concerned regarding damage being done to the surface condition of the bridleway Brook Lane and requests that arrangements to correct any damage that may be caused to the bridleway is addressed by the owners, in discussion with the builders, (should the planning application be approved), once the construction work is finished.

No new Planning Applications received.
59/23
PLAY PARK
a. Cllr Mrs Smith to provide Clerk with Inspection Report for April, along with Inspection Rota for 2023/24.  Clerk will provide copy of new Rota to volunteer.

Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk 
b. Chairman provided update on installation of new posts/rails along perimeter hedge of park, with the support of SCC Rangers and a volunteer.  New exit area has been created by Rangers for the deer to safely access field opposite park, away from main area of park.  In addition, tree branches have been trimmed, removal of dead tree to be arranged, along with barbed wire found at top area of park – Chairman to remove.  Back board for basketball net has been secured and metal net has now been fitted.
Action - Chairman

60/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. Mobile phone coverage within the village remains unresolved, no further replies have been received from the mobile phone providers.  Matter will be reviewed after the upcoming elections.
Action - Clerk

b. Submission of an application to Cllr Francis’ fund for the purchase of village signs has been explored further, applications are now open.  Support from Cllr Francis is advisable and this is being followed up. See Minute Ref 64/23d for more details.
Action - Clerk

c. Parish Notice Board, Pool Lane. Cost for replacement Notice Board was provided – net cost of £1075.13.  No decision was made, item to be reviewed again at a future meeting.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs 
d. Work on end of year Audit is continuing, meeting with internal Auditor will take place on 9 May and a further update will be provided to full Council in June/July.

Action - Clerk

e. Activities for the Kings Coronation were discussed and face painting costs of £110.00 were approved. Details included in Accounts approved – see Minute Ref 61/23a.
f. No Mow May was considered by all Cllrs and it was resolved not to proceed with this for this year; notice was provided too late, however, next year may be possible in conjunction with a wildflower project.  It was resolved to include an article in a future Paper Chase, Cllr Mrs Pugh was interested in this.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Pugh
g. Clerk advised all Cllrs to ensure they complete and return their election expense claim forms promptly, even if a nil return.  
Action – all Cllrs

61/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since April meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.3.23 – 19.4.23)

– Debit card payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99


	Commerce Tedy Pte Ltd – via Amazon UK
	100 glow sticks party pack x 2 – Debit card purchase

Kings’ coronation event
	£16.64
	Nil
	£16.64

	YouBuyShopping Ltd – via Amazon UK
	Bubble solution – Debit card purchase

Kings’ coronation event
	£6.19
	£1.25
	£7.44

	GWR Fasteners
	Nuts & screws for basketball hoop fixing in play park – Debit card purchase
	£6.42
	£1.28
	£7.70

	Lil Pips face painting & balloons
	Face painting for Kings’ coronation event – cash payment
	£110.00
	Nil
	£110.00


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Salary from 1 – 30 April 2023
	£483.81
	Nil
	£483.81

	Gillian Davies
	Home working allowance
	£26.00
	Nil
	£26.00

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ mileage
	£5.40
	Nil
	£5.40

	
	Total payment
	
	
	£515.21

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.4.23 – 5.5.23
	£120.80
	Nil
	£120.80


62/23
INSURANCE 2023/24
a. Insurance quotes, as provided by Clerk, from Zurich and Aviva were considered.  It was resolved to accept quote from Zurich and enter into a 3-year deal at a cost of £770.47 for 2023.  This will provide an acceptable level of cover for the Parish Council and is within the budget allocation for 2023/24.
63/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Kings Coronation event was discussed.  Cllrs to arrange provision of children’s outdoor games and it was resolved that this will be managed by the Events Committee.  Expenditure of up to £50.00 was approved, to purchase further outdoor games, if needed. Risk Assessment, as prepared by the Clerk, was reviewed and accepted.  Cllr Mrs Faunch agreed to provide copies to the Village Hall Committee and Walton High School for their information.  Chairman to arrange Beacon lighting, weather permitting.
Action – all Cllrs
64/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a.  Brocton crossroads – petition signing is ongoing.  Matter to be raised at Annual Parish meeting on 24 May and reviewed again at June Parish Council meeting.
b.  Village footpaths – after discussion, it was resolved to arrange with TGM for Brocton 3 to be cut at same time as Berkswich 7 is cut.  Clerk to arrange.  It was noted that Brocton 1B does not require cutting by the Parish Council, as this is the landowners responsibility.
Action – Clerk
c. Speed Watch/speed recording devices – Cllr Mrs Thomson provided an update on the success of this activity, so far highest speed recorded in the village was 57mph, with an average of 20+ vehicles being recorded as exceeding the speed limit on each activity session.  Review of locations being used to be carried out in 6 months, use of a dusk activity session to be explored with Police.  Volunteers have been excellent in their support for the activity, which Cllr Mrs Thomson and the Parish Council are very grateful for.  Some resource issues have been noted at the Police, which have been affecting data gathering, however, it is hoped these will be resolved soon and normal activity will resume.  Rotation of speed recording devices was discussed and it was resolved to explore the cost for the purchase and installation of a permanent post on Pool Lane, near to the Milford end of Brook Lane, in order to rotate speed recording devices.  Clerk to investigate.  All Cllrs expressed their thanks to Cllr Mrs Thomson for all her hard work in getting this activity up and running in the village.
Action – Clerk
d. Village signs – it was resolved to explore the cost of the following signs: 3 x Community Speedwatch; 3 x children/elderly crossing; 4 x crossing point (warning triangle); deer signs – number to be agreed.  A larger deer sign for display during the rutting season was discussed and a design competition for the village children was proposed – ongoing matter.  Clerk to investigate costs of signs and update the Council in due course.
Action - Clerk

65/23
CORRESPONDENCE 
No items to consider
66/23
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Brocton crossroads – all Cllrs

b. Road Safety, to include: rotation of speed recording devices and speed watch activity –

Cllr Mrs Thomson.
c. Community events – all Cllrs.
  
d. Articles for Paper Chase – all Cllrs
e. County Boundary Review – Cllr Mrs Faunch
f. Open Gardens/wildflower project – Cllr Mrs Pugh  
Meeting ended at 9.40pm
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