
                                                                                   DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 5.4.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5 April 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs A Pugh and Mrs G Thomson. SCC Cllr J Francis, SBC Cllr A Cooper and Peter Edgeller attended.
35/23
Apologies – Cllr Mrs Faunch (holiday) and Cllr Mrs Smith (family illness).  It was resolved to accept the apologies as presented.
36/23
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 4 members of the public were in attendance and the following matters were raised:

1. Surface condition of Old Acre Lane. It is in a shocking state, has not been resurfaced in 24 years.  Potholes have been reported to SCC, Inspector has reported as non-urgent. Speed of vehicles coming down Chase Rd is of concern and right of way road markings between Chase Rd and Old Acre Lane are no longer visible and need renewing. Vehicles park opposite the Village Green, by small cottages and around The Green creating a blind spot from Pool Lane onto The Green, Chase Rd and Old Acre Lane.  Cllr Francis advised that double yellow lines may help, however, no enforcement is in place and would take several years to be implemented.  It was accepted that many drivers simply ignore the Highway Code.  Cllr Francis agreed to raise the matter with SCC Highways.  Resident agreed to provide details to Clerk, who will forward to Cllr Francis for further discussion. 
2. AONB Conference – resident attended Conference on behalf of the Parish Council and provided a verbal update.  The details of this update can be seen as Appendix A, attached to the Minutes.  It was resolved to include an article in the next Paper Chase about the lidar survey, which the Clerk will arrange. Cllr Bates expressed the thanks of the Parish Council to resident for attending and providing such a comprehensive update.
3. Litter – on the Chase and around Camp Rd. Local Authorities have a duty to clear up litter.  It was acknowledged that volunteer groups do what they can, litter picking along Camp Rd is too dangerous for volunteers. Why can we not lobby the Local Authorities to meet their responsibilities under the Environmental Protection Act?  Debris in kerb edges is a continual problem, why are these not regularly cleaned, same applies to blocked drains?  Cllr Francis advised there was a lack of co-ordination between the Local Authorities. Cllr Bates advised residents need to use MyStaffs App, regularly, to report issues, with photos.
4. Park Inspection training update – resident attended a 4-hour Health and Safety course on park inspections, funded by the Parish Council. Notes and copies of presentation have been provided to the Parish Council. After consideration, it was resolved that the current arrangements in place for Park inspections are adequate and work well.  Cllr Bates expressed the thanks of the Parish Council to the resident for attending the course and providing the update.
Public session closed at 8.15pm.  2 members of the public left.
37/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. No Declarations of Interest were declared. 
38/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1 March 2023 were approved as a correct record.
39/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 23/23a – Planning Application 22/36816/HOU. Clerk advised the Application had been withdrawn on 10.2.2023. 
b. 29/23a – Mobile phone coverage in village. Clerk advised that no further responses had been received by providers. This was noted and it was resolved to take no further action until after the upcoming Elections.
c. 29/23e – Elections. Clerk advised all nomination forms have been completed and taken to Elections office, which was noted. 
40/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis advised he is still pursuing the matter of the speed limit reduction between Milford and Brocton to 30 mph.  Advised that the entrance and exit to Punch bowl will be altered and will pursue a speed reduction to 40 mph in this area too. This whole area is unique and should be treated as such.
b. Agenda item 14a was discussed with Cllr Francis. Speeding of traffic through the village and Cllr Francis agreed to investigate if a visit from the mobile speed van could be arranged. It was noted that a clear line of sight through the village is an issue. Cllr Mrs Thomson suggested a joint speed watch activity with Berkswich Parish Council, which will be pursued and advised that the CSW Co-ordinator had suggested a dusk speed watch activity.  Cllr Mrs Thomson enquired about the installation of chicanes in the village, Cllr Francis advised these were very costly.  Clerk provided update on the joint letter from Berkswich Parish Council and Brocton Parish Council and it was resolved the Clerk will update the letter to include items from Brocton Parish, which will include reference to the deer activity in the village and the impact this has on vehicles travelling through the village.  Cllr Francis advised the weight limit through village has been passed and signage will be displayed in due course. 

Action – Cllr Francis and Clerk
c. Bus stop opposite Chetwynd Arms was discussed.  Cllr Bates suggested that as the retaining wall is damaged and unsafe, the damaged area should be removed, which will allow the bus stop to be relocated giving easier access for residents and also better access for the refuse lorry and other larger vehicles using the Service Road. Cllr Francis will arrange an SCC highways site visit.  Cllr Francis advised that whilst SCC has received £4.4 million from the Government, £10 million has been removed from SCC’s budget and therefore, not all projects are affordable.
Action – Cllr Francis
d. Agenda item 14b was discussed with Cllr Francis, who advised that SCC Highways had submitted a request for funding for improvements to Brocton crossroads and to support this request the petition needed to be provided. See Minute Ref 48/23b below for more details.
41/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Cooper advised that due to the upcoming elections, there is little activity. Clerk advised that an improvement had been noticed in the receipt of Planning Applications and the overall process and requested this be communicated to the Planning team. Cllr Bates acknowledged that this was Cllr Cooper’s last meeting before the upcoming elections and on behalf of the Parish Council thanked him for all of his support to the Parish Council. 
42/23
PLANNING
Applications considered between meetings:

a. 23/37196/TWT – Coach House, Old Coach Lane, Brocton.  TPO 116 1983: 3 x trees of unidentified species.  Fell due to drain issues.  No objections raised by Cllrs, comments of Applicant to re-plant trees in other position was welcomed.  Planning Authority informed on 20.3.2023.
b. 23/37094/HOU – 45 Sawpit Lane, Brocton.  Single storey rear extension and new porch to front of property.  No comments or objections raised, declaration of interest from Cllr Mrs Pugh was noted.  Planning Authority informed on 27.3.2023.
No new Planning Applications received.
Cllr Francis left at 9.00pm

43/23
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for March was received and comments regarding goal post and basketball net were noted.
b. See Minute Ref 36/23 4 above.
44/23
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 24.5.2023
a. Final arrangements were discussed and agreed.  Projector, screen and microphone to be available. Refreshments to be purchased.
Action – Clerk, Chairman and Cllr Mrs Faunch
45/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. Access to Parish Council bank account has been finalised for Cllr Mrs Smith.
b. Submission of an application to Cllr Francis’ fund was discussed and it was resolved to put an application in for funding support with village signage. 
Action - Clerk

c. Parish Notice Board, Pool Lane. Cost for replacement Notice Board was provided – net cost of £1075.13.  No decision was made, item to be reviewed again at a future meeting.
Action – Clerk 
d. Kings Coronation.  Grant of £300 from SBC has been secured – need to determine what this will be spent on.  Application for TENS licence for activity in the play park has been granted, subject to approval by the Police.
Action - Cllrs
46/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since March meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.2.23 – 19.3.23)

– Debit card payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99


	Tesco
	Easter eggs purchase – Debit card payment
	£13.20
	Nil
	£13.20

	Stafford Borough Council
	TENS Licence Application for Kings Coronation – Debit card payment
	£21.00
	Nil
	£21.00


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Stafford Borough Council
	Civic Amenity visits for 2023
	£277.50
	£55.50
	£333.00

	SPCA
	Annual Subscription (NALC & SPCA) 2023/24
	£287.31
	Nil
	£287.31


c. Details of expenditure up to 31.3.2023 were received and accepted.  Variances against the budget were provided and accepted.
d. Approval for exemption from External Limited Assurance Review, under Section 9 (3) of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 was accepted by full Council.  Certificate of Exemption was signed accordingly.
47/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Clerk provided an update on the final arrangements for the Easter trail event, in the absence of Cllr Mrs Smith and reminded Cllrs to be in the play park for 10.00am on Saturday, 8.4.2023. Clerk will provide Cllr Mrs Smith with details of all those who register for event and will email event details to everyone. 

Clerk and Cllrs
b. Kings Coronation – Cllr Bates advised that arrangements for the Beacon lighting are being sorted and bunting will be displayed along the park hedge.  Cllr Mrs Thomson suggested a children’s mini disco. Arrangements still being finalised.
48/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a.  See Minute Ref 40/23 b above.
b.  See Minute Ref 40/23 d above. Brocton crossroads - Clerk provided a copy of the petition form, that had been re-drafted by Cllr Bates. After further discussion, it was resolved to approach residents who had previously supported signing the petition, for updated signatures. It was resolved to complete this by the end of May 2023, for submission to Cllr Francis.
Action – Clerk
c. Cllr Bates provided update on latest Parish litter pick and expressed his disappointment that he was the only Parish Cllr who joined the activity, despite the date being arranged several months ago.  6 volunteers attended. 25 bags of rubbish were collected.  See Minute Ref 36/23 3 above – Cllr Cooper advised raising this matter with the SBC Environment Team, copying any correspondence to him.  
Action – Clerk
d. AONB Annual Conference 2023 – see Minute Ref 36/23 2 above and Appendix A.
e. Heating plan for Brocton, as raised by a resident was discussed.  It was resolved that this was a more beneficial scheme for Swaffham as there was no gas in the village, which does not apply to Brocton and no funding for such a scheme will be available from SCC. No further action to be taken.
49/23
CORRESPONDENCE 
No items to consider
50/23
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Rotation of speed cameras and speed watch activity.
b. Signage within village.    
Chairman thanked David Wellman for attending and for expressing an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor – matter will be resolved after the upcoming elections.

SBC Cllr Cooper thanked the Parish Council for their support and commented what a good, productive and happy Parish Council Brocton was and it was a pleasure to join the meetings.

Meeting ended at 9.40pm.
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