
                                                                                    Minutes of meeting on 1.3.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 1 March 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.40pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs E Faunch, Mrs A Pugh and Mrs G Thomson, joined via zoom. SBC Cllr A Cooper and Peter Edgeller attended.
19/23
Apologies
Cllr Mrs B Smith (illness). It was resolved to accept the apology as received.
20/23
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION - No Public attended.
21/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. No Declarations of Interest were declared. 
22/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1 February 2023 were approved as a correct record.
23/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 8/23e – Planning Application 22/36816/HOU.  A clear and detailed Architects plan is currently unavailable. No Case Officer has been allocated; Planning Authority have advised formal comments to be submitted.  The following comments were submitted to Planning Authority on 7.2.2023: Parish Council has found it difficult to read the plans fully due to the small print size and, therefore, based upon the documentation available on line, it is the view of the Parish Council that the installation of an 1800mm high fence on a modern estate would be out of character for the area.  The estate on which the property is located has mainly open plan gardens to the front or hedging/more rural style of fencing.  We note that the AONB Officer has made similar comments and request that these are borne in mind when any decisions regarding the application are made.  Should the Case Officer, once allocated, determine that additional information is required, it would be helpful if this could be provided to the Parish Council, in case we would wish to submit any further comments. 

b. 16/23b – school bus service 560.  Clerk advised that details have been added to the Parish website and will be included in the next edition of the Paper Chase.
c. 17/23b – consultation on division boundaries for SCC. Clerk had provided all Cllrs with a map on 9.2.2023.

d. 6/23 – bus top on Cannock Road, opposite Chetwynd Arms.  Chairman provided an update following site visit with Cllr Francis, it was noted that the retaining wall is damaged and it was resolved that this will be reported to SCC, via My Staffs App.  A relocation of the bus stop was discussed with Cllr Francis, matter is ongoing.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs.

24/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis did not attend.
25/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Cooper provided an updated on the Council tax position, with many fees remaining unchanged and advised that the proposed housing development on Old Croft Road was no longer going ahead.
26/23
PLANNING 

a. 22/36885/HOU – Bracondale, Chase Road, Brocton.  Variation of Condition 2 (drawings) on Application 17/26901/HOU.  Application was considered and no comments or objections were made.  Planning Authority to be advised.
Action - Clerk

27/23
PLAY PARK
a. No Inspection Report for February was received. 
b. Chairman advised support will be required for the installation of the hedging posts, alongside help from the Rangers.  This was noted.  Chairman to arrange details of costs for approval by Council.  Dates for work to be undertaken to be identified.  Matter remains ongoing.
28/23
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 24.5.2023
a. Arrangements were discussed and it was resolved to extend an invitation to Shugborough, to present an update on their future plans - Clerk to arrange. Refreshments were agreed - Clerk to arrange and IT equipment will be arranged by Chairman and Cllr Mrs Faunch. Clerk to prepare required Reports.
Action – Clerk, Chairman and Cllr Mrs Faunch
29/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. Mobile phone coverage in village – all providers have been written to.  To date, O2 have replied and it was resolved to wait until other providers had replied before discussing matter further.  Clerk will keep Cllrs updated accordingly.
Action - Clerk

b. Access to Parish Council Bank Account for Cllr Mrs Smith – this has now been completed and details will be provided to Cllr Mrs Smith at the next meeting. 
Action - Clerk

c. Application for funding from Cllr Francis’ Fund 2023/24 – an application for village signs was discussed and it was agreed that this would be a worthy application.  It was noted that the Parish Council had already raised the matter of approval from the Highways Authority to place signs on the Highway, with SCC Cllr Francis at the February meeting and were still awaiting a response. The following signs were suggested: permanent community speedwatch signs; elderly people crossing; appropriate sign for Walton Lane (may need input from Highways Authority) and deer signs.  Cllrs agreed to explore costs and bring updates to a future meeting for consideration. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
d. Volunteer play park course – course taking place on 21.3.2023.  Update to be provided at a future meeting. 
Action - Clerk

e. Elections – Clerks briefing is taking place on 15.3.2023 and an update will be provided at the April meeting.
Action - Clerk

Cllr Cooper left meeting at 9.00pm
30/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since February meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.1.23 – 19.2.23)

– Debit card payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99


	Electricfix
	Replacement Speed Camera battery – Debit card payment
	£14.66
	£2.93
	£17.59

	Katharine House Hospice
	Donation approved at February meeting – Debit card payment
	£9.19
	Nil
	£9.19

	The Range
	Stationery– Debit card payment
	£8.56
	£1.71
	£10.27

	Sainsburys 
	Stamps x 16 – Debit card payment
	£10.88
	Nil
	£10.88

	Chetwynd Arms
	Refreshments – joint village hall and Parish Cllr meeting for Kings Coronation – Debit card payment
	£13.29
	£2.66
	£15.95


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Clerks’ salary and expenses
	Period covered 1 – 28 February 2023
	£480.24
	Nil
	£480.24

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.2.2023 – 5.3.2023 
	£110.40

	Nil

	£110.40


	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – edition 67
	£116.90
	Nil
	£116.90

	SLCC Enterprises
	Charitable Trusts webinar
	£60.00
	£12.00
	£72.00

	Clerks’ salary and expenses
	1 – 31 March 2023 **
	£458.84
	Nil
	£458.84

	Brocton Village Hall
	Donation for use of village hall 2022/23
	£250.00
	Nil
	£250.00

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.3.2023 – 5.4.2023
	£110.20
	Nil
	£110.20


** cheque to be dated 31.3.2023.
c. Bank Reconciliation and payment summary up to 20.2.2023 were received and signed accordingly.
d. Year End Reserves for 2022/23 were discussed and the following was approved: from Highways and ROW Fund – transfer £1,000 to General Asset Maintenance Fund and £600.00 to General Reserve.
Reserves approved as:
· Play Field Reserve = £22,005.00; 
· Highways and ROW Fund = £2,500.25; 
· Elections Fund = £3,131.41; 
· Community Events Fund = £834.07; 
· General Asset Maintenance Fund = £602.69; 
· Grass cutting Fund = £500.00

· General Reserve = £600.00

Total Ear Marked Reserves for 2022/23 = £30,173.42
31/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Easter activity was discussed and Clerk provided an update from Cllr Mrs Smith, in her absence – Cllr Mrs Smith will arrange Easter trail and will contact John German for donation support, which all Cllrs approved.  The following was resolved: Cllr Mrs Faunch will contact Brocton Garage to establish involvement; Peter Edgeller offered to provide crème eggs for activity if John German unable to donate; one main Easter egg prize to be offered.  Donations from elsewhere were considered and it was resolved it was too late to progress this now and therefore, a budget of up to £30.00 was approved, if required. Date for activity is Saturday, 8 April between 10am-11am in the play park.  Cllr Mrs Faunch advised she is unavailable. Chairman thanked Peter for his generous offer.

Action – Clerk and Cllrs

b. Kings Coronation – Chairman provided an update following the recent meeting with the Village Hall committee.  Activity will take place in the play park on Saturday, 6 May, from 5.30pm – 8.00pm. BBQ will be provided by village hall and required licences will be obtained by the village hall.  Music will be provided in the park and the Parish Council will arrange the required licence.  Beacon will be lit at 8.00pm and arrangements will be put in place for park to close at 8.30pm.  Village Hall will be open during event and will remain open after event for residents. Clerk to arrange Risk Assessment for Beacon lighting.  Village bunting to be displayed.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to approach Walton High School to enquire if school band wish to attend event.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
On Sunday, 7 May, the Village Hall committee will screen the concert in the hall for residents.
32/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a.  Chairman advised he is liaising with Brocton Nurseries for the planting of the trees in the park, which is likely to happen in April. Cllr Mrs Faunch requested approval to investigate the price for a plaque for the park to celebrate the planting of the trees, which was approved.
Action – Chairman and Cllr Mrs Faunch
b. Cllr Mrs Pugh provided update on Open Gardens and advised she will be approaching previous interested residents, before, deciding whether or not to proceed with event.  If interest remains, a date will be agreed.  Planting of wildflowers was discussed; it was resolved that the Clerk will provide details of interested residents to Cllr Mrs Pugh before taking any further action.  The planting of crocus bulbs was suggested.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Pugh

c. Cllr Mrs Thomson provided an update on the Speed Watch training activity, which was very successful with 15+ people trained. Arrangements need to be agreed/finalised before actual activity can take place in the village, which Cllr Mrs Thomson will resolve. Cllr Mrs Pugh will support Cllr Mrs Thomson to get this up and running in the village.  A number of other road safety activity ideas were discussed and it was resolved to get the speed watch activity working effectively first and then to look to other activity in the future. 
Action – Cllrs Mrs Thomson and Mrs Pugh

d. Whats App – to be moved to April Agenda. 
Action - Clerk
e. Chairman discussed the heating plan for Brocton, as raised by a resident.  This was noted and it was resolved all Cllrs will review the website information, as provided by the Clerk, and bring their comments to the next meeting.  Chairman requested the Clerk send details to SCC Cllr J Francis for his consideration.
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs
33/23
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Receipt of SBC’s Mayor to a Valuation Evening on 8.3.2023 was noted.
b. Receipt of SBC’s Mayor to a Civil Service to mark 200th anniversary of death of Naval Commander John Jervis, Earl of St. Vincent – 12.3.2023 was noted.
34/23
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Road Safety – Cllrs Mrs Thomson and Mrs Pugh
b. Heating plan for Brocton – all Cllrs
c. Open Gardens – Cllr Mrs Pugh
d. Village Friends/Whats App Groups – Cllr Mrs Thomson

e. Kings Coronation                                                                       
    
Meeting ended at 10.00pm.
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