
                                                                                    Minutes of meeting on 1.2.2023

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 1 February 2023, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith, Mrs E Faunch, Mrs G Thomson and Mrs A Pugh.  SCC Cllr Francis and SBC Cllr Cooper.
1/23
Apologies
No apologies received.

2/23
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – No public attended.
3/23
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  Cllr Mrs Pugh declared an interest in the request for a donation from Katharine House.  There were no other declarations of interest.
4/23
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7 December 2022 were approved as a correct record.
5/23
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 167/22 – mobile phone coverage in village.  Matter is ongoing.
b. 173/22b – posts for park hedging. No response received to date, from SCC.

c. 176/22d – access to Parish Council bank account for Cllr Mrs B Smith.  Matter is ongoing.

6/23
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. The following matters were discussed with Cllr Francis: 
· Speed limit through village.  Cllr Francis advised this has been included in SCC’s plans for the next financial year.

· Weight limit through village.  Cllr Francis advised this has been approved and will be progressed during the next financial year.

· Brocton crossroads.  Cllr Francis advised that he will support petition from residents for improvements at the crossroads.  Explore support from neighbouring Parishes, who use the crossroads, if possible and include details of accidents, where relevant. It was resolved the Clerk will progress this matter and update Cllr Francis in due course.  Action – Clerk.
· Signs on Highway.  Cllr Francis will progress obtaining approval from Highways Authority for Parish Council to display signs on the Highway, i.e., along Walton Lane and at other points through the village, where deemed necessary, by the Parish Council. Action – Cllr Francis.
· Bus stop on Cannock Road, opposite Chetwynd Arms.  It was noted that no action has been taken by SCC and therefore, Cllr Francis and Chairman arranged a site visit to consider appropriate action. Action – Cllr Francis and Chairman.
· Old Coach Lane. Chairman raised painting of ‘slow’ signs down Lane.  Cllr Francis agreed to look into this and establish why this has been done.  Action – Cllr Francis. 
· Posts for hedging at play park.  See Minute Ref 9/23b below.

Cllr Francis left the meeting at 8.05pm.
7/23
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Cooper provided an update on SBC’s budget position for 2023/24, which as a result of increased Shared Service arrangements with Cannock Chase District Council and receipt of a Government Grant, the budget has been balanced.
b. Clerk raised ongoing concerns regarding Planning consultations with Parish Councils by Planning Authority. After much discussion, it was resolved that Cllr Cooper will feedback a request to include details of ‘call in’ dates and ‘receipt of comments by dates’, into the Important Dates tab on the Planning portal website.  This will provide a short-term solution and be helpful to Parish Councils, where formal consultation letters are not received and allow time for Planning Authority to address the ongoing concerns.

Action – Cllr Cooper.
c. Chairman raised submission of comments to Planning Authority that do not appear to have been taken notice of.  This relates specifically to Brook Lane, where the Parish Council had previously submitted comments requesting the inclusion of a condition that the surface of Brook Lane be returned to its original state, once planned works had been completed. We have recently been advised that such requests are not enforceable. After further discussion, it was resolved that Cllr Cooper will look into a specific planning application for Brook Lane, which is a bridleway and not a main highway, to establish if our requests can be enforced.

Action – Cllr Cooper.

8/23
PLANNING 

a. 20/32059/HOU – Brackenwood, Brook Lane Brocton.  Item discussed at 7/23c.
New Applications received:

b. 22/36000/HOU – Brackenwood, Brook Lane, Brocton. Proposed detached garage. No objections were raised in respect of the proposed garage. The surface condition of Brook Lane remains of concern to the Parish Council.  SBC to be advised accordingly, cc’d to Cllr Cooper.
Action - Clerk

c. 22/36921/LBC – German Cemetery, Camp Road, Brocton. Emergency re-roofing works to temporarily replace copper with felt, rainwater goods temporarily replaced with UPVC. Cllr Bates commented on the extent of the damage that had been caused by the thieves.  No objections were made.  SBC to be advised accordingly.
Action - Clerk

d. 22/36340/HOU – Woodside, Brocton Heights, Brocton. Proposed front porch alteration, side and rear extensions and detached garage conversion to home office. No comments or objections made.  SBC to be advised accordingly.
Action - Clerk

e. 22/36816/HOU – 2 Heather Hill, Brocton. Boundary works. After discussion it was resolved to submit a request to the Planning Authority for a clearer Architects plan to show existing boundary positions and proposed works, which will allow the Parish Council to review Application fully and comment accordingly.  SBC Ward Cllr A Cooper to be copied into request. Clerk to submit request to SBC.

Action - Clerk 
9/23
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for January was received. 
b. Provision of posts for park hedging, as promised by SCC Ranger, was discussed with Cllr Francis, who agreed to look into this on behalf of the Parish Council.
Action – Cllr Francis
10/23
GRASS CUTTING 2023 SEASON
a. It was resolved to continue with current grass cutting contractor for 2023, as cost details have already been agreed. Cllrs agreed to make arrangements for the village green grass cutting to be added into the Annual Agreement from April 2023 onwards.  Clerk to make the all the necessary arrangements and to inform all parties accordingly.
Action - Clerk

b. After discussion, the Cllrs resolved not to fund a pre-season grass cut, as requested by SCC.  Clerk to inform SCC accordingly.
Action - Clerk
11/23
MEETING DATES 2023/24

a. Meeting dates as proposed by Clerk were accepted.  It was resolved to hold the Annual Meeting of the Council on 24.5.23, from 6.30pm, which was agreed by all Cllrs present.  Clerk will add details to the Parish website.
Action - Clerk

b. Arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting, which will also take place on 24.5.23 from 7.30pm, were discussed. It was resolved to include the details for this Meeting on the back cover of the next edition of the Paper Chase and Cllr Mrs Smith agreed design this.  As no reply had been received from SCC Ranger Rob Taylor, it was resolved to proceed with one speaker for the evening. Arrangements for the evening are ongoing and will be considered by all Cllrs at the next Parish Council meeting.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and all Cllrs
Cllr Cooper left meeting at 9.10pm
12/23
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. Parish Litter Pick dates for 2023 – Chetwynd Arms have been advised of dates for 2023 and will provide refreshments for all volunteers.  Details to be included in the Paper Chase, Parish Notice Boards and Parish website.
Action - Clerk

b. Precept and Budget 2023/24 – Precept requested has been submitted to SBC and details will be included in the next Paper Chase.
Action - Clerk

c. Parish Notice Board – Pool Lane (by donated bench) – costs to repair will be £205.00 + VAT.  After discussion, Cllrs agreed the Clerk will pursue funding from SCC Cllr before making final decision on repairs.  It was noted that no funding is available from SBC.
Action - Clerk

d. Holes in hedge around play park – still no response received from SCC Ranger regarding provision of posts to block up holes being caused by deer.  Cllrs raised concerns about danger of children using the holes to get in/out of the park.  See Minute Ref 6/23 and 9/23b above.
e. Civic Amenity Visits – it was resolved the Clerk will sign the Agreement with SBC on behalf of the Parish Council.
Action - Clerk

f. Warning sign for Walton Lane – see Minute Ref 6/23 above.
13/23
FINANCE

a. Accounts paid since December meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.11.22 – 19.12.22)

– Debit card payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99


	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.12.22 – 19.1.23)

– Debit card payment
	£8.32
	£1.67
	£9.99

	Katharine House Hospice
	Christmas tree collection donation – Debit card payment
	£15.00
	Nil
	£15.00

	Information Commissioners Office
	Annual Data Protection Registration Renewal fee – Debit card payment
	£35.00
	Nil
	£35.00


b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Clerks’ salary and expenses
	Period covered 1 – 31 January 2023
	£464.04
	Nil
	£464.04

	HMRC
	PAYE & NI for the period 6.12.2022 – 5.2.2023 
	£220.80

	Nil

	£220.80


	Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)
	Annual membership fee
	£139.00
	Nil
	£139.00

	W Galt
	Annual mole catching Agreement in play park
	£250.00
	Nil
	£250.00

	Brocton Nurseries
	Spring bulbs – as donated by Parish Council
	£16.67
	£3.33
	£20.00


14/23
20MPH is PLENTY
a. Cllr Mrs Pugh provided a further update: need for Parish Councils to lobby SCC to put the necessary arrangements in place; cost of implementation is less than putting in speed bumps.  After discussion it was resolved Cllrs Mrs Pugh and Mrs Thomson will progress outside of full Council and bring an update to a future meeting. 
Action – Cllrs Mrs Pugh and Mrs Thomson
15/23
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Christmas 2022 – Cllrs commented that the carol singing event on the village green went well, however, support for Santa around the village was less than previous year and there were less decorations on the Christmas tree.  It was resolved to consider different ideas for 2023.
Action – all Cllrs

b. Future events – Cllr Mrs Smith confirmed the following: Easter trail and bunny on Saturday, 8 April and carol singing on village green on Saturday, 2 December.  Details to be added into Paper Chase.
Action - Clerk

c. Kings Coronation – it was resolved to arrange a planning meeting with the Village Hall Committee for Monday, 27 February at 7.30pm.  
d. Village Friends Project – Cllr Mrs Thomson confirmed this will take place on Sunday, 12 February between 2 and 4 pm at the village hall.  Village hall committee will arrange hot drinks and cakes, for purchase. 
16/23
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a.  7 trees have been purchased from Brocton Nurseries and need planting.  Cllr Bates and Cllr Mrs Faunch’s husband will plant.  Cost for tree guards/stakes was noted and it was resolved Clerk will visit Nursery to explore costs for supply only and provide an update to Cllrs accordingly.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Bates and Mrs Faunch

b. Cllr Mrs Faunch advised that the school bus 560 now comes through the village and stops at the Post Office. It was resolved the Clerk will clarify times with the bus company and include this in the next Paper Chase for residents’ information. 
Action - Clerk
c. Display of commercial signs on village green was noted and it was resolved that as the Parish Council owned the village green any signage deemed inappropriate could be removed.  
17/23
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Review request from Katharine House.  Clerk confirmed money raised for Katharine House was £25.81 from Christmas collection and £15.00 from Parish Council for Christmas tree collection.  It was resolved to donate a further £9.19 to Katharine House, which the Clerk will arrange.
Action - Clerk
b. Consultation on division boundaries for SCC by Local Government Boundary Commission was discussed and it was resolved that in order to comment effectively a better map of the boundary areas was needed, which the Clerk will seek to secure. 
Action - Clerk

18/23
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Easter event – funding.  Cllr Mrs Smith
b. Open gardens.  Cllr Mrs Pugh
c. Road Safety.  Cllrs Mrs Pugh and Mrs Thomson
d. Whats App Groups.  Cllr Mrs Thomson
Meeting ended at 9.50pm.
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