
                                                                                   DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 7.12.2022

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 7 December 2022, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith, Mrs E Faunch and 
Mrs A Pugh. 
Peter Edgeller joined the meeting, as he is standing for election in May 2023 for the Milford Ward.

166/22
Apologies: SBC Councillor A Cooper – clash with another meeting. SCC Cllr J Francis – recovering from operation.  Cllr Mrs G Thomson – illness.
It was resolved to accept the apologies as presented.
167/22
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 1 member of the public attended and raised the following matter: 
Mobile phone signal within village – will the removal of the copper wire affect the landlines within the village?  This is of concern, given the unreliability of the mobile phone signal.  Cllr Bates advised that the service will continue via fibre and therefore, landline signal will not be lost.  There may be a problem, however, should there be a power cut.  It was noted that phone providers will have to address the matter, as emergency services will have to be provided.  Resident advised that he believes the golf club are considering a mast in the grounds of the club.  After further discussion, it was resolved that the Clerk will contact the mobile phone providers to explore the installation of a mast in the village, subject to suitable land being available.

Action - Clerk

168/22
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  Cllr Mrs Pugh declared an interest in the request for a donation from Katharine House.  There were no other declarations of interest.
169/22
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2 November 2022 were approved as a correct record.
170/22
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 154/22b – no road closure at The Green.  This was noted.  It was suggested that an application should be made to SBC for the carol singing event in 2023, to ensure the safety of all those present.
171/22
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. No Report received.

172/22
PLANNING 

a. 22/36147/HOU – 18 Sawpit Lane, Brocton. Proposed extension over flat roof to gain additional roof space.  Rear of property to have set in flat dormer window. No comments or objections made.
173/22
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for December was received. Matters raised: refurbishment of goal frame will be addressed in the future and staking of small sapling will be investigated by Cllr Bates.
Action – Cllr Bates
b. Provision of posts for park hedging, as promised by SCC Ranger, to be followed up.
Action – Clerk
174/22
TRENT VALLEY COLLOBORATION GROUP
a. Clerk and Cllr Bates provided an update, in respect of SBC’s Local Plan Review consultation. It was noted that significant development has been earmarked for Meecebrook, Stone, however, Cllr Bates commented that this may not go ahead.  If this were to be the case, then the houses earmarked for this site will still need to be built, which may affect Brocton.  Cllr Mrs Faunch attended an SBC Briefing on the Local Plan and advised that there was nothing specific to Brocton to report on.  Clerk advised Cllrs that advice from SCC Cllr Francis was that all Parish Councils should keep this under review, in case Meecebrook did not go ahead.  Clerk also advised that Cllr McKeown (Hixon Parish Council) will submit consultation response to SBC on behalf of the TVCG, once approved.
175/22
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. SCC Highways update – SCC’s contract with Amey has been extended for a further 5 years. However, SCC has recognised poor service delivery and that relationships between SCC and Parish Councils have been affected, therefore, SCC will be taking back in house a number of levels of control from Amey and setting up dedicated teams for long term improvements. SCC is currently in a state of flux whilst they review ways of working, moving forward with Amey.  Advice to Parishes is continue to report issues, using the Report It system and email team members, if needed.
b. HS2 Update – a number of roads within the Trent Valley area will be used as main construction routes by HS2 contractors, i.e. A51; A518; A34 – Yarlet, as needed and A513 – Beaconside. For narrow roads, passing bays will be installed, where possible. SCC are working closely with HS2 on highway matters and have a dedicated contact for HS2 enquiries. Any construction traffic that is seen driving at speed/inappropriately advice is to obtain registration details and report matter to HS2, via Clerk, for investigation. All HS2 construction vehicles carry signage in truck ‘working on behalf of HS2’.
c. Parish Notice Board, Pool Lane (by donated bench) – further investigations are needed and it was resolved to wait until these have been carried out and reported to Council before agreeing next steps.  Clerk will continue to follow this matter up and contact SCC and SBC Cllrs to explore funding support for replacement Notice Board, if required.
d. Play Park surfaces – uneven surfaces/trip hazard maintenance work was completed on 17.11.2022.

e. Annual Parish meeting, 2023 – Alastair Bentley, SCC Rights of Way Team Officer, has confirmed his attendance at the Annual Meeting.  Attendance by an SCC Ranger was discussed and it was resolved that the Clerk will follow this up and update Council in New Year.  Meeting arrangements to be discussed and finalised in New Year.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
f. Civic Amenity Visits, 2023 – following dates, as offered by SBC, were agreed: 8 April; 1 July and 14 October.  Dates for 2024 to be reviewed at end of 2023. Clerk to publicise dates within Parish in due course.

g. Parish Council’s Risk Management Assessment – Clerk advised that this has been updated, following recent meeting with Internal Auditor and insurance cover arrangements updated accordingly.  Updated document was formally adopted by full Council.  Clerk to publish updated copy on Parish website.
Action - Clerk

h. 2023 Elections – details about Parish Election Recharges have been received from SBC.  An Election Briefing, for Clerks, will be delivered by SBC in New Year, which Clerk will attend and provide an update to full Council in due course.  Sufficient Earmarked Reserves will cover any associated charges.
Action - Clerk

176/22
FINANCE
a. 2022 Pay Award for Clerk, backdated to 1.4.2022, was approved, along with payment of Arrears owing.
b. Accounts paid since November meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Digiflex Ltd (through Amazon UK)
	Basketball replacement chain net – Debit card payment
	£12.49
	£2.50
	£14.99

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.10.22 – 19.11.22)

– Debit card payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99


	Shenzhenshimiergekejiyouxiangongsi (through Amazon UK)
	20 pcs 8cm clear Christmas Baubles – Debit card payment
	£45.80
	£9.15
	£54.95

	JMB Global Ltd (through Amazon UK)
	Haribo mini bags sweets hamper – Debit card payment
	£15.82
	£3.17
	£18.99

	JMB Global Ltd (through Amazon UK)
	Haribo mini bags sweets hamper – Debit card payment
	£15.82
	£3.17
	£18.99

	Tesco
	Mince pies x 10 boxes, Celebrations x 2 boxes – Debit card payment
	£17.08
	Nil
	£17.08

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	WH Smiths
	Stamps x 16 – Debit card payment
	£10.88
	Nil
	£10.88


c. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Clerks’ salary and expenses
	Period covered 1 – 30 November 2022, includes Arrears of pay from 2022 pay award x 7 months
	£722.26
	Nil
	£722.26

	HMRC
	PAYE & NI for the period 6.11.2022 – 5.12.2022 
	£184.42

	Nil

	£184.42


	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cut verge on A34. Cut & litter pick on Footpath no.3.  Extra work, as requested, to play park, following Annual Park Inspection 
	£304.75
	£60.95
	£365.70

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – issue 66
	£116.90
	Nil
	£116.90

	Brocton Nurseries
	Supply of trees, as requested – Grant received for purchase
	£262.50
	£52.50
	£315.00

	Clerks’ salary and expenses
	Period covered 1 – 31 December 2022
	£458.64
	Nil
	£458.64


d. Clerk advised Council that all Parish Cllrs are now signatories on the Parish Council Bank Account.  It was resolved to provide Cllr Mrs Smith with access to view the Parish Bank Account, which the Clerk will arrange.
Action - Clerk

177/22
20MPH is PLENTY
a. Cllr Mrs Pugh provided an update: evidence of speed reduction in rural areas; improved road safety and reduction in collisions; some improvement in air quality.  However, traffic calming is costly, as is a Traffic Regulation Order, circa £4,000 (can be shared with other villages) and Staffordshire is not proactive with enforcement. Concern about car pollution; no programme to roll this out in Staffordshire; no money available for a feasibility study; interest from Parish Councils may put pressure on Local Authorities to review their policy and make funding available.  Perhaps AONB may be willing to provide support?  Cllr Mrs Pugh to get more information for a future meeting.
Action – Cllr Mrs Pugh
178/22
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Carol singing event – very successful and well supported by residents. It was noted that some adjustments will be needed for next year: road closure; microphone for piano; more music sheets.  Cllr Mrs Smith has details of a choir, if Berkswich are not available. It was noted that the village hall made a small profit from the event.  Cllr Mrs Smith to arrange ‘thank you hamper’ for resident, all Cllrs to donate items.
Action - Cllrs
b. Christmas – Santa Stop stations have been finalised, publicity to be added to FB Community page, competition submission date to be extended, John German to judge competition and deliver prizes.  Collection buckets for AEDdonate and Katharine House Hospice to be arranged.
c. Kings Coronation - Village Hall will put on a BBQ in the play park, stalls to be arranged and Cllrs to bring suggestions to next meeting. Music to be provided, Clerk to extend invite to Radio Stoke.
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs
179/22
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Cllr Bates raised the matter of parking on road opposite village green, which is on a bend. This matter was discussed and it was resolved to monitor the situation.
Action – all Cllrs

180/22
PRECEPT/BUDGET 2023/24
a. Clerk advised Council that the Tax Base information had now been received from SBC.  The DRAFT budget, as presented at the November meeting, was reviewed and the following amendments were approved: salary increase for Clerk from NJC spinal column point 12 to 17, payable from 1.4.2023 together with an increase to the payment of the Home Working Allowance from £4.00 per week to £6.00 per week, also from 1.4.2023; reduction in Civic Amenity visit costs; reduction in Audit costs (fees shared with another Parish Council) and reduction in Budget allocation for Playing Field equipment.  The Budget was approved and the Precept set at £14,550, which includes the Government Grant.  This represents an increase of £50.00 on last year and based upon an average Band D property is a 0.2% increase or 6p per annum.
181/22
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Request for land to grow flowers – request was discussed, deer in the village are likely to be an issue, as they may well eat the flowers.  It was resolved to draft an article for the next Paper Chase to explore if any residents might be interested.  Clerk to action this accordingly.
Action - Clerk

b. Donation request from Katharine House Hospice and Christmas Care Appeal – this was noted.  Cllrs agreed collection buckets for Santa visit through village and to recycle Christmas tree through the Hospice, which the Clerk will arrange. Once collection amount is known for Hospice, Cllrs may consider contributing to this.

Action – Cllrs and Clerk
c. Invitation to Gatehouse Cinderella Christmas Pantomime – this was noted.

d. Invitation from SBC to Carol Service – this was noted.

e. SPCA AGM and Annual Report – this was noted. 
182/22
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. To discuss and agree dates for future Community Events – all Cllrs
b. Kings Coronation – to discuss ideas for Community Event – all Cllrs
c. Loneliness project – Cllr Mrs Thomson

d. 20’s Plenty – Cllr Mrs Pugh
e. Wildflowers within village – Cllr Mrs Pugh
f. Bus (school) through village – Cllr Mrs Faunch

g. Meeting dates for 2023/24 - Clerk
Meeting ended at 9.50pm.
4

