
                                                                                    Minutes of meeting on 7.9.2022

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 7 September 2022, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith, Mrs E Faunch, Mrs G Thomson and Mrs A Pugh. 
SBC Councillor Andy Cooper joined the meeting at 7.40pm.

The Parish Clerk joined the meeting via zoom.

.
118/22
Apologies: SCC Cllr John Francis – on holiday
It was resolved to accept apologies as presented.
119/22
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no public were in attendance. 
120/22
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS Cllr Mrs A Pugh declared an interest in Planning Application 22/35828/HOU – 44 Sawpit Lane, Brocton.  There were no other declarations of interest.
121/22
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6 July 2022 were approved as a correct record.
122/22
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 112/22a – visit from SCC Rangers for advice on perimeter fencing in play park – item remains outstanding. 
b. 112/22b – meeting with SCC Rights of Way Team – item remains outstanding.

c. 112/22d – removal of vegetation/debris from Dewick site on A34 – no response has been received from management company. It was resolved that the Clerk will contact the management company again and advise that the matter will be raised with the Local Authority, to assist with the removal of the debris.
Action - Clerk

d. 113/22d – Parish Council lanyards – photographs of Cllrs and Clerk to be provided to Cllr Mrs Smith.
123/22
REPORT FROM SCC COUNCILLOR 
a. Cllr Francis did not attend. Cllr Bates informed Cllrs present that the Clerk had raised a number of outstanding matters with Cllr Francis: speed limit, weight limit, crossroads. Safe access to the bus on the A34 from the stop opposite the Chetwynd Arms was discussed and it was resolved that Cllr Mrs Thomson will report this via MyStaffs App, highlighting safety and potential trip hazard onto a main road.  Condition of Public Footpath along A34 service Road to be reported via MyStaffs App by Cllr Mrs Thomson.
Action – Cllr Mrs Thomson
124/22
REPORT FROM SBC COUNCILLOR
b. Cllr Cooper advised of an ongoing backlog of Planning Applications owing to high turnover of agency staff.  It was noted that Parish Councils do not require a formal Planning consultation letter to be able to comment on Applications. Contact can be made from the Planning Authority via email.
125/22
PLANNING MATTERS 
Application considered between meetings:

a. 22/35752/HOU – 37 Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Demolition of existing garage structure. 2 storey side extension to house and works to boundary of property.  No objections made. The following comments were submitted to the Planning Authority:  Old Acre Lane is a narrow single-track road and as the proposed works involve demolition/excavation possibly requiring soil removal by large lorries, damage to verges may occur.  Request to Planning Authority that any damage to verges, etc be restored once construction is complete.  Cllr Mrs Pugh commented that work on this application had now commenced.
b. 21/34678/HOU – 18 Brocton Crescent, Brocton.  Amendment received to original application: small reduction in size of proposed rear extension.  No further comments received: Planning Authority advised accordingly.

New Application received:

c. 22/35828/HOU – 44 Sawpit Lane, Brocton. 2 storey side extension, single storey rear extension following demolition of conservatory. It was resolved that all Cllrs present, with the exception of Cllr Mrs Pugh, will consider this application and provide any comments to the Clerk by no later than 19.9.22 for submission to the Planning Authority.
Action – Cllrs and Clerk

d. Cllr Mrs Thomson provided an update on the Planning Appeal/’call in’ processes. It was noted that for any future Appeals that the Parish Council may wish to submit thorough preparation was advisable, in the form of photographs taken by Cllrs and to not be solely reliant on those provided with the Planning Application; seek to have a dialogue with the Planning Officer where possible; structure any objections in line with material considerations; consider value of submission of a Report in advance to compliment time allowed for comment at Appeal Hearing.  Training for Parish Cllrs to be considered.  All Cllrs wished to record their thanks to Cllr Mrs Thomson for her work and attendance, on behalf of the Parish Council, at the Appeal Hearing.  Cllr Cooper advised that, as the Ward Cllr, he can ‘call in’ Applications at the request of the Parish Council and that there needs to be material grounds for any objections. All Appeal costs are borne by the Planning Authority.
126/22
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report received. Some repairs were noted and Cllr Mrs Smith suggested a Play Park Amnesty Day, which was approved by all Cllrs.  Residents to be invited to support with small maintenance jobs on the park equipment and grounds, in the form of back filling eroded soil areas/foundations to make safe trip hazards; sanding down and painting of equipment and general tidying up/grounds maintenance.  It was agreed to hold the day on Sunday, 2 October from 10.00am until 12noon.  Details to be published via the Brocton Community FB page.  Paint will be provided by the Parish Council, Cllrs Bates and Mrs Smith will investigate costs and update full Council accordingly. Refreshments will be provided to all volunteers.
Action – Cllrs, Clerk and volunteers

b. Annual Inspection Report, as provided by Wicksteed was received and discussed.  It was resolved to address the urgent items raised by requesting advice and support from TGM and it was noted that the purchase of a quantity of top soil may be required. Notices will be displayed in the park to draw attention to users that maintenance work is being carried out and that extra care and attention needs to be taken when using the equipment and when walking around the park, as some surfaces are uneven and may cause trips/falls/injury. Damage to the crotch straps of the baby seat cradle were noted and will be raised with Wicksteed as this item was only replaced in July 2020.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to seek advice from the SBC Parks Officer, as necessary.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to continue to explore upgrades to park equipment and surfaces, for which funds will be earmarked and grants obtained, where possible.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
127/22
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. Visit from Rangers for advice on perimeter fencing remains outstanding and is being chased with SCC. 
Action - Clerk

b. Arrangements to be made for meeting with a member of the SCC Rights of Way team about ongoing management of footpaths around the village, to include our volunteers and Cllrs Mrs Faunch, Mrs Thomson and Mrs Pugh.  Clerk to facilitate this when possible.
Action - Clerk

c. Grass cutting on A34 to Parish boundary, heading towards Stafford remains outstanding whilst we wait for the Dewick management company to remove the debris – no response has been received to date.  Matter will be followed up over the summer. See Agenda item 122/22c for action agreed by Cllrs.
Action – Clerk

d. Updated sticker for sign in play park is now ready for collection and will be progressed by Clerk.  Cllrs Bates and Mrs Smith agreed to support if required.
Action - Clerk

128/22
FINANCE
a. Accounts paid since July meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Amazon UK
	Lanyards – Debit card purchase
	£21.57
	£4.32
	£25.89

	Currys
	Parish Council laptop service – Debit card purchase
	£45.00

	Nil

	£45.00



b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Clerks’ salary and expenses
	Period covered 1 – 31 August 2022
	£443.08
	£1.67
	£444.75

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.7.2022 – 5.8.2022 
PAYE for the period 6.8.2022 – 5.9.2022
	£101.60
£101.80
	Nil
Nil
	£101.60
£101.80

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cuts 8 & 9. Extra strim – layby at Brocton Cres., cut/strim verge on A34, grass triangle at Pool Ln/Heather Hill, bank in Pool Ln., play field at Sawpit Lane.
	£416.82
	£83.36
	£500.18

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – issue 65
	£116.90
	Nil
	£116.90

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	Annual play park inspection
	£120.00
	£24.00
	£144.00


c. Clerk drew Cllrs attention to increased cost of the Annual Play Park inspection from £60.00 in 2021 to £120.00 in 2022 (excld VAT) and it was resolved the Clerk will explore what costs other Parish Councils pay for their annual inspection, where parks are of similar sizes.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to explore costs from other play park providers.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch

d. Clerk presented details of Audit fees for 2022-23 from Toplis Associates.  It was resolved to appoint Toplis Associates as Internal Auditor for 2022-23 and to accept costs, as provided.  Clerk to confirm appointment accordingly.
Action – Clerk
129/22
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Parish Litter Pick – Date agreed as Sunday, 9 October 2022, from 9.30am.  Meet at speed camera by Chetwynd Arms on A34.  Clerk to inform volunteers.
Action – Clerk

b. Halloween – Cllr Mrs Smith provided an update on the cost of pumpkins and it was resolved to spend £100.00 to purchase these for Halloween. Arrangements for the event will be as last year and Cllr Mrs Smith will manage the arrangements, as necessary. Children and Adult prizes are being donated.  Date for event activity was agreed as Saturday, 29 October 2022.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk

c. Christmas – Cllr Mrs Smith updated Cllrs on the ideas to date: Santa to visit the village on Saturday, 10 December, from 4.00pm until 5.30pm and Santa Stop Here signs to be displayed at designated points around the village.  Clerk to arrange donation of Christmas tree and establish cost of 100 baubles and sufficient sweets, for approval. A Christmas poster decoration competition will be held and prizes awarded.  Cllrs are keen to support Village Hall Christmas fayre on 19 November and will arrange activities for children to enjoy.  Cllr Mrs Thomson is keen to arrange Christmas carols around the village green, if possible and will contact the local Brownies for their support. Possible date for this activity was proposed as Saturday, 3 December.  All Cllrs and Clerk to identify associated costs for activities and bring these along to the next Parish Council meeting for discussion and approval.
Action – All Cllrs and Clerk
130/22
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Jubilee trees – it was resolved that Cllr Mrs Faunch will arrange the purchase of 7 trees for the play park.  Cost per tree is £45.00 for which the Parish Council received a grant.
b. Deer collisions/speeding – to be discussed at the October meeting.
c. Brocton crossroads – Cllr Bates advised that there is interest in progressing this matter, as a number of residents have signed petition forms.  Matter to be progressed with SCC Cllr Francis.
Action - Clerk

d. Paper Chase delivery schedule – it was resolved that the current version of the delivery schedule is working fine (V.14), small increase in numbers for Cllr Mrs Pugh and no further amendments are needed.  It was agreed the Clerk will give advance notice of pending delivery to all volunteers. 
Action - Clerk

e. Pool Lane Notice Board – Clerk advised that this had been raised with TGM and costs will follow in due course.
Action - Clerk

131/22
CORRESPONDENCE 
a.  Receipt of details from Barlaston Community Interest Company – Wildlife and Birdcare Nature Recovery Project CIC was noted.
b.  Details of SBC’s Community Awards were received and Cllr Bates proposed a nomination for Cllr Mrs Smith in recognition of all her hard work on the village community projects, which was supported by all Cllrs present.  Cllr A Cooper confirmed his support for this nomination. Clerk will arrange completion Application Form for submission to SBC.
Action - Clerk
c.  Receipt of Commons Consent under section 38 of the Commons Act 2006 to carry out works on Milford Common, Milford Green and Brindley Heath was noted – sent to all Cllrs on 14.8.2022 for comment by 31.8.2022.  No comments were made.
132/22
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Dementia-Friendly Council – all Cllrs

b. Christmas 2022 – all Cllrs
c. Halloween – Cllr Mrs Smith
d. Play Park – all Cllrs
e. Crossroads – all Cllrs
f. Litter pick dates for 2023 – all Cllrs
g. Budget planning for 2023-24 – Cllrs to be agreed
h. Speed watch – Cllrs Mrs Faunch and Mrs Thomson
Meeting ended at 9.30pm
4

