
                                                                                    Minutes of meeting on 5.10.2022

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5 October 2022, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs E Faunch and Mrs A Pugh. 
Cllr Mrs B Smith joined the meeting via zoom.
SBC Councillor Andy Cooper joined the meeting at 7.40pm.

133/22
Apologies: Cllr Mrs G Thomson – illness.
It was resolved to accept the apology as presented.
134/22
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no public were in attendance. 
135/22
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  There were no declarations of interest.
136/22
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7 September 2022 were approved as a correct record.
137/22
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 128/22d - Internal Audit arrangements for 2022/23 – A Toplis Associates have been appointed.
138/22
REPORT FROM SCC COUNCILLOR 
a. Cllr Francis did not attend.  Cllr Bates raised concerns regarding the bus stop opposite the Chetwynd Arms and it was resolved that the Clerk will follow this matter up with Cllr Mrs Thomson and provide an update to Cllr Bates accordingly.
Action - Clerk

139/22
REPORT FROM SBC COUNCILLOR
b.  Cllr Cooper provided a brief update on the upcoming consultation for the Local Plan.  It was resolved that Cllr Mrs Faunch will attend the SBC virtual meeting on 9.11.2022 and a separate zoom meeting be arranged for Cllrs on 23.11.2022. The Communities Wanting to Support ‘Warm Spaces’ was discussed and it was resolved to forward this matter to the Village Hall Committee for consideration.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Bates and Mrs Faunch

140/22
PLANNING MATTERS 
Application considered between meetings:

a. 22/35828/HOU – 44 Sawpit Lane, Brocton.  2 storey side extension, single storey rear extension following demolition of conservatory. No comments or objections made. Planning Authority advised on 20.9.2022.
b. 22/35747/HOU – 1 Greenway, Park Lane, Brocton.  2 storey front, side and rear alterations and extensions to a 2-storey dwelling along with a detached double garage. No objections made.  Parish Council supports comments already submitted regarding surface of Park Lane and its return to the original condition once the works have been completed. Planning Authority advised on 26.9.2022.

New Applications received:

c. 22/35757/HOU – The Spinney, Brocton Heights, Brocton.  Proposed 2 storey side extension. No comments or objections were made.  Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly.
d. 22/36468/LBC – Brocton Hall Golf Club. Return to former arrangement in coffee servery area, remove window and brickwork to provide a door and frame and fanlight. No comments or objections were made.  Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly.

e. 22/36463/LBC – Brocton Hall Golf Club.  Restoration of dovecote including works to brickwork, render, roof tiles and flashings and door.  Cllr Mrs Smith commented that as a Listed Building, there was a requirement to have the dovecote in working order.  No other comments or objections were made.  Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly. 
Action - Clerk

141/22
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for September received and discussed. Comments as presented by volunteer were discussed and it was resolved to purchase a metal net for the basket ball hoop, at a cost of £14.99.  Meeting with SCC Ranger to be arranged to discuss the perimeter fencing, dates to be offered were agreed as 27 or 28 October. Clerk and Chairman to attend meeting.  Cllrs expressed an interest in being park of any deer deterrent activity and it was resolved to discuss this with the Ranger and update full Council accordingly. 
Action – Clerk and Chairman
b. Play Park refurbishment day was a success and the Cllrs expressed their thanks to Cllr Mrs Smith for arranging this and for providing the refreshments. Swings and small climbing frame were painted and trees were cut back.  Purchase of paint and brushes were approved – see Minute Ref 143/22a for details of costs.  Cllr Mrs Faunch advised that the remaining bird boxes were installed – Clerk to update AONB accordingly, with photos which Cllr Mrs Faunch will provide.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch

142/22
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. SBC Community Awards – Clerk confirmed that an application form had been submitted for Cllr Mrs Smith in the Local Hero Award category.
b. Wicksteed did not provide a new seat, supplied replacement crotch straps only.  It was resolved to query this, as communications received indicated a replacement seat would be provided.
Action - Clerk

c. Contact has now been received from the SCC Ranger and it was resolved the Clerk and the Chairman would meet with him to discuss the perimeter fencing, proposed dates: 27 or 28 October.  Also deer deterrent opportunities to be discussed.
d. Quote has been received from grass cutting contractor to dig out goal mouth and re-turf it and to apply toil soil to areas where trip hazards are evident and where bolts/metal studs are exposed in/around the equipment.  Grass seed will also be added, where needed. Cost will be £155.00 + VAT, which was approved.
Action – Clerk
e. Cost of annual play park inspection – Clerk advised that other Parish Councils use Wicksteed and RoSPA Playsafety.  It was resolved the Clerk will enquire if a quote could be provided from RoSPA Playsafety for consideration. It was also noted that overall, the cost may well be the same, given the amount of play equipment in the park, as the cost is based upon number of items, after the first 5 pieces.

Action - Clerk

f. As debris has now been removed from the grass verge near to the Dewick site, approval was given for the Clerk to make arrangements for the grass verge to be cut. This will be the final cut for the year and then it will be cut in line with the agreed scheduled for 2023.
Action – Clerk

g. It was resolved to offer the following dates to SCC Rights of Way Officer – Alastair Bentley to allow for discussions about how SCC and volunteers can work together in the future: 17.10.22 or 22.10.22 or 14.11.22. Cllrs Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh will attend meeting, subject to date agreed.  Clerk to inform volunteers, once date had been finalised.
Action - Clerk
143/22
FINANCE
a. Accounts paid since September meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Signs 2000
	Sticker sign for Play Park. Approved at July meeting, additional P&P costs to be noted – Debit card payment
	£15.00
	£3.00
	£18.00

	
Electricfix
	Various items for play park refurbishment – Debit card payment
	£30.12
	£6.02
	£36.14

	TFM Farm & Country Superstore
	Paint for play park refurbishment – Debit card payment
	£31.77
	£6.35
	£38.12

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost – Debit card payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99



b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Clerks’ salary and expenses
	Period covered 1 – 30 September 2022
	£429.48
	Nil
	£429.48

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.9.2022 – 5.10.2022 
	£101.60

	Nil

	£101.60


	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cut 10. Extra strim – layby at Brocton Cres., cut/strim verge on A34, grass triangle at Pool Ln/Heather Hill, bank in Pool Ln.
	£238.28
	£47.66
	£285.94

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cuts 11 & 12. Cut/strim verges on A34, triangle of grass at Pool Ln/Heather Hill, extra strim – layby at Brocton Cres., & annual cut of roadside hedge at play park
	£538.62
	£107.73
	£646.35


c. Bank Reconciliation was received, accepted and signed.  Bank Statement up to 21.9.2022 was noted.
d. Purchase of 1 large Poppy Wreath was approved, which will be added to the village green tree. Payment of £50.00 was approved. Clerk to obtain costs for metal poppy wreaths for consideration for next year.
Action – Clerk
e. It was resolved that Cllrs Bates, Mrs Smith, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh to support Clerk with budget planning for 2023/24, along with Clerks Annual Performance review.  Clerk to progress accordingly. 

Action - Clerk

144/22
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Halloween – Cllr Mrs Smith provided an update on this activity.  Prizes for winners have been donated, posters are ready for display around the village. Details will be added to Community FB page as a reminder for residents.  Residents to collect pumpkins from Cllr Mrs Smith, Clerk to email details to all who have registered after 21.10.22.
Action – Clerk

b. Christmas – cost of baubles and sweets were provided by Clerk and it was resolved to purchase 50 baubles and haribo sweets.  Santa has been booked and collection boxes will be available for Katharine House Hospice and AED Donate – Cllrs Mrs Pugh and Bates to arrange.  Support for village hall activity on 19.11.22 will include crafts for the children and carols on the village green will be progressed.  Santa stop here signs will be displayed around the village, with a map on the FB Community page to show the stops.
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs

145/22
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Brocton crossroads – it was resolved that this will be followed up with Cllr Francis, hopefully with a meeting in the village towards the end of October.

Action - Clerk
b. Deer collisions/speeding – it was resolved to explore deer deterrent opportunities with SCC Ranger, see Minute Ref 141/22a.
c. Speed Watch – to be considered at the November meeting
d. Litter Pick dates for 2023 – to be considered at the November meeting
e. Dementia Friendly Council – to be considered at the November meeting
f. Footpaths/bridleways – Clerk provided an update where the Parish Council could link with Berkswich Parish Council and arrange for footpaths that intersect to be cut.  After discussion, it was resolved to arrange for Brocton 3, which links with Berkswich 7 to be cut in November.  Cutting of Brocton 1b was not approved and was subject to review by Cllr Mrs Faunch.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
146/22
CORRESPONDENCE 
a.  Receipt of Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade were noted. 
b. Invitation from Community Link Stafford & District to Open Day celebration was noted.
147/22
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Trees on Walton Lane

b. Hamper ideas – thank you gift

c. Speed Watch

d. Litter Pick dates for 2023

e. Dementia Friendly Council
Meeting ended at 9.30pm
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