
                                                                                   DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 2.11.2022

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2 November 2022, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith, Mrs G Thomson and Mrs A Pugh. 
SBC Councillor Andy Cooper.

Peter Edgeller joined the meeting, as he is standing for election in May 2023 for the Milford Ward.

148/22
Apologies: Cllr Mrs E Faunch – family commitments.  SCC Cllr J Francis – operation.

It was resolved to accept the apologies as presented.
149/22
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no public were in attendance. 
150/22
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  There were no declarations of interest.
151/22
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5 October 2022 were approved as a correct record.
152/22
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 138/22a – bus top opposite Chetwynd Arms.  Cllr Mrs Thomson has advised the Clerk that this has been reported to SCC. It was resolved that this matter should be followed up with SCC Cllr Francis, when he is available.
Action – Clerk

b. 142/22b – replacement swing seat from Wicksteed.  Clerk has followed this up, Wicksteed will not provide a replacement seat as only the crotch straps were damaged.  Cllr Bates advised that the replacement straps have been fitted.
c. 142/22g – meeting with Rights of Way Officer. See Clerks Report at Minute Ref 157/22 below for details.
153/22
REPORT FROM SCC COUNCILLOR 
a. Cllr Francis did not attend.  Cllr Bates advised that a resident had raised the matter of the weight limit through the village and it was resolved to raise the date of implementation with Cllr Francis, when he is available.  Clerk advised when details are confirmed, this will be included in the Paper Chase, on the Parish website and the Brocton Community FB page.
Action - Clerk

154/22
REPORT FROM SBC COUNCILLOR
b.  Cllr Cooper advised the costs for the 2023 Civic Amenity visits have not been published yet.  Clerk requested support from Cllr Cooper regarding a potential road closure in the village, Cllr Cooper agreed to follow this up on behalf of the Parish Council, upon receipt of details from the Clerk.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Cooper
155/22
PLANNING MATTERS 
No Planning Applications to consider.

156/22
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for October to follow from Cllr Mrs Smith, who advised that there are no additional matters to report.  It was resolved the Clerk will follow up response from TGM regarding works to park and base installation for donated bench.
Action - Clerk
157/22
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an update on the following matters:

a. Civic Amenity Visits for 2023.  Dates for 2023 to be discussed – see Agenda item 159/22a.
b. Footpaths in village – Clerk provided an update on behalf of Cllr Mrs Faunch, as follows: meeting was attended by Alastair Bentley – SCC, Cllr Mrs Faunch and a number of volunteers.  It was very successful, with the following being agreed:
·   a new group of volunteers, headed by Alastair, will be set up, which with Parish Council support will review the maintenance of the footpaths in Brocton. To facilitate this, the footpath schedule previously created by the Clerk, will be used, to delegate certain footpaths to specific volunteers.
·   initially a general review of footpaths will be provided, for adding to the schedule and any concerns be reported to Alastair as/when needed. Parish Council will maintain master schedule.

·   in the spring of next year, a walk of some of the footpaths was discussed (using the Paper Chase to try and increase volunteers at the time), Alastair would lead to show us and the other volunteers how SCC deal with maintenance issues (for example, what level of ground clearance would be acceptable).

·   a suggestion of a second working party volunteer group who would be able to help with some of the maintenance due to the fact that the SCC are so overwhelmed with work. Parish Council supports as/when possible, by paying for the necessary maintenance of some footpaths if thought necessary for parishioners - for example the one up to Walton high which was used by the school children.

·   map of footpaths was shared with volunteers (20.10.22), they would mark on this the paths they regularly walk.

This will be an ongoing activity, supported by the Parish Council, SCC and volunteers.  
Alastair to be a possible speaker at the next Annual Parish meeting – Clerk to follow up.
Action - Clerk

c. Christmas 2022 – carol singing – possible road closure being investigated with affected residents and SBC.  Updates will be provided when details are known.
Action - Clerk

158/22
FINANCE
a. Accounts paid since October meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Wreath with open centre – Debit card payment
	£41.67
	£8.33
	£50.00

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost – Debit card payment
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99



b. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Clerks’ salary and expenses
	Period covered 1 – 31 October 2022
	£429.48
	Nil
	£429.48

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.10.2022 – 5.11.2022 
	£101.60

	Nil

	£101.60


	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Cut 13. Play field cut.
	£178.64
	£35.73
	£214.37


c. Receipt of Final Precept payment for 2022/23 of £7760.00 was noted.
159/22
CIVIC AMENITY VISITS – 2023
a. Dates for 2023/24 were discussed and agreed as follows: end of April; beginning of July; mid-October; mid-January and mid-March 2024.  5 x 1-hour visits.
Action - Clerk

160/22
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Halloween – Cllr Mrs Smith provided an update on this activity. Feedback from residents has been great, event was well received with more residents getting involved this year.  Cllrs expressed their thanks to Cllr Mrs Smith for arranging this activity.
b. Events for 2023 – Cllr Mrs Smith advised these should be agreed as soon as possible and advertised.  This was agreed. A discussion about the purchase of an Events banner took place, further discussions will be needed once costs known and location of banner identified/agreed.

Action – Clerk and Cllrs
b. Christmas – carol singing on village green was discussed and confirmed to take place on Saturday, 3 December between 4pm and 5pm.  Cllr Mrs Thomson will advertise on Community FB page. Parish Council to provide mince pies and sweets for children, which Clerk will purchase: 40 mince pies and 2 tubs of celebrations, to be funded from the Community Events fund.  Santa to visit village on 10 December from 4pm, there will be a number of Santa stopping stations along Sawpit Lane and Pool Lane.  Details in Paper Chase and Community FB page.  Cllr Mrs Pugh to arrange donation buckets from Katharine House and Cllr Bates to arrange donation buckets from AEDdonate.  Clerk to obtain Christmas tree, via a donation, if possible.  If not possible, it was agreed this will be purchased using money from the Community Events fund.  Cllr Mrs Smith advised that John German will donate a children’s prize and Cllr Cooper agreed to donate an adult’s prize – both for the Santa poster decorating competition.
Action – Clerk, all Cllrs and Cllr Cooper
Cllr Cooper and Peter Edgeller left at 9.20pm

The following 2 items were CONFIDENTIAL, no public were present

161/22
PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF CLERK
a. Cllrs Mrs Smith, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh advised that the Clerk’s performance had been very satisfactory over the past year.  The Clerk provides consistency for the Parish, support for new Cllrs, is great with Events activity and paperwork, has extensive knowledge, is personable, goes over and above what is needed for the Council and is a real asset.  A salary increase on the NJC scale was approved, subject to details of the current pay award being known. This will be finalised at the next meeting. An increase in the payment of the Home Working Allowance to £6.00 per week was approved from 1 April 2023.
162/22
DRAFT BUDGET REVIEW 2023/24
a. The DRAFT budget for 2022/24, as prepared by the Clerk, in discussion with Cllrs Mrs Smith, 

Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh was reviewed.  This was approved in principle, subject to the Clerk clarifying the tax base with the precepting authority and receiving details of the NJC pay award for 2022.  Final budget to be presented to December meeting, when precept request will be confirmed.

163/22
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Trees on Walton Lane – Clerk advised that Cllr Mrs Faunch had reported these to SCC.
b. Christmas Hamper suggestions – these were discussed and agreed. All Cllrs to bring non-perishable items to the December meeting.  Perishable items to be available w/c 12 December for delivery on 16 December, which Cllr Mrs Smith will arrange.
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs

c. Speed Watch – volunteers confirmed as Valerie Bates and Mark Jeavons and Cllrs Mrs Thomson, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh.  It was resolved to include another article in the next Paper Chase, advertising details.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs Mrs Thomson, Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh.

d. Litter Pick dates for 2023 – the following dates were approved: 26 March; 25 June and 8 October 2023.  Cllr Mrs Smith advised that The Chetwynd Arms will offer all participants free tea/coffee for these activities.  Clerk to advise The Chetwynd Arms of the agreed dates.
Action - Clerk
e. Dementia Friendly Council – after discussion, it was resolved the Clerk will provide details from Staffs Parish Councils Association to Cllr Mrs Thomson for review.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson

164/22
CORRESPONDENCE 
No correspondence received.
165/22
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. FINAL Precept Budget for 2023/24 – Clerk and all Cllrs
b. Coronation – 6.5.2023.  Possible road closure request – all Cllrs.
c. Loneliness project/valentine activity – Cllr Mrs Thomson
d. 20’s Plenty – Cllr Mrs Pugh
e. Christmas 2022 – Cllr Mrs Smith
                                                                        
    Meeting ended at 9.50pm.
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