
                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 6.4.2022

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 6 April 2022, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs B Smith, Mrs E Faunch Mrs G Thomson and Mrs A Pugh. 
SCC Councillor John Francis. SBC Councillor Andy Cooper arrived at 7.35pm
41/22
Apologies: None
42/22
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – No Public attended
43/22
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS There were no declarations of interest.
44/22
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2 March 2022 were approved as a correct record.

45/22
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 29/22a. Insurance claim for replacement defibrillator has been accepted and new defibrillator and cabinet door have been ordered.
b. 31/22d – 20/33151/FUL – Casa De Lune, 32 Pool Lane, Brocton.  Comments approved at February meeting have been submitted to Planning Authority. This application was discussed with Cllr Cooper, who agreed to check if the application could still be called-in.
46/22
REPORT FROM SCC COUNCILLOR 
a. Traffic on A34 and Pool Lane was discussed.  Cllr Francis advised he will be meeting with Highways shortly and will raise this, along with speed limit and weight limit through the village.  Traffic situation at Brocton crossroads was discussed and Chairman advised that residents are traveling to Milford to avoid using the crossroads.  Cllr Francis agreed to review the location of bus stop on A34, opposite Chetwynd Arms, following access concerns raised by residents.  Grass cutting, along A34 travelling to Stafford to Parish boundary, to be followed up with Highways.
47/22
REPORT FROM SBC COUNCILLOR

a.  Cllr Cooper agreed to investigate provision of more waste bins on Brook Lane.  An update was provided on the Information hut at Milford, following asbestos being found – SBC are exploring funds to assist with refurbishment.  
48/22
STOLEN DEFIBRILLATOR
a. Anti-theft devices being investigated, with advice from AEDdonate.  Expenditure of £150.00 was approved for the purchase of suitable devices.  Insurance company to be provided with an update regarding anti-theft devices being considered and advised that the replacement defibrillator will only be installed once suitable devices are in place.
Action – Clerk

49/22
PLANNING MATTERS – applications considered between meetings:
a. 21/34678/HOU – 18 Brocton Crescent, Brocton. Removal of existing rear utility.  2 storey rear extension – plans modified.  No comments or objections received; Planning Authority were advised on 28.3.22.

b. 22/35518/HOU – Park House, Park Lane, Brocton.  Retention of existing carport.  Retrospective application. No comments made. Planning Authority advised 28.3.22.

New Application:

c. 21/35351/HOU – Coach House, Old Coach Lane, Lane, Brocton. Decking and summerhouse and larger replacement shed. No objections were made; however, it was noted that Cllrs had been unable to open the details on the Planning website.  It was also noted that a previous application to remove trees at the site had been made and whilst the Cllrs had not objected to this application, where trees were damaged or diseased, a site visit by the tree officer had been requested. Planning Authority to be advised accordingly.  
Action - Clerk

50/22
PLAY PARK
a. March inspection Report received.  Request to be made to SCC for Ranger to visit park for advice on perimeter fencing and deer.
Action - Clerk
51/22
CLERKS REPORT
Clerk provided an updated on the following matters:
a. Insurance company have approved the claim for a replacement defibrillator and will pay £629.90, which covers the replacement cost, minus the £250 insurance excess.  Replacement defibrillator was ordered from AEDdonate on 21.3.2022.
b. Queens Jubilee - Road closure application for village green has been submitted, residents in vicinity have confirmed their support.
c. Grant from Cllr Francis still has not been received.
d. Grass cutting on A34 is progressing, SCC advised that Risk Assessment as prepared by TGM needed to be revised, once this has been accepted, SCC will confirm when work can commence.
e. Ear Marked Funds – to note email from independent Auditor, sent on 7.3.2022, advising these needed to be approved by full Council and the last chance to do this was at the March meeting. As our March meeting had already taken place (2.3.2022) when the email was sent, we were unable to meet this requirement.
52/22
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Cllr Mrs Faunch provided an update on the Wildplay activity, which despite the weather was a success and enjoyed by all who attended.
b. Cllr Mrs Smith provided the following update on the Easter activity.  It was agreed that the prize collection will take place on 16 April, from 11.00am – 12noon, in the park.  Easter egg trail around the village between 11 – 16 April.  Registration by 10 April, email instructions to be issued by Clerk, activity sheets to be obtained from Cllr Mrs Smith.  
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk

c.  The planning arrangements for the Jubilee celebrations were discussed and it was resolved that a budget of £30.00 be set for the purchase of bunting and flags, which Cllr Mrs Smith will arrange. It was resolved to ask Tesco for items for children’s party – Clerk to progress. Clerk updated Council on printing costs for ‘ticket’ for Jubilee events, which was £16.45 for 250 A4 copies, cut to A5 size. Printing was approved.  Clerk to prepare Paper Chase for publicity of events, with Jubilee details to be provided by Cllr Mrs Faunch.  Chairman requested details of litter pick be added into Paper Chase and a Thank You letter be issued to Lily Rutter, who attended the litter pick, for her Duke of Edinburgh Award.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Faunch
Cllr Francis left at 8.45pm

Cllr Cooper left at 9.15pm

53/22
FINANCE
a. Payment of NJC 2021 Pay Award and Arrears for Clerk was approved.  Payment for an additional 13 hours worked between November 2021 and March 2022 was approved.
b. Accounts paid since March meeting – the meeting noted the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Cllr Mrs E Faunch
	Refreshments for Wildplay event on 12.4.22 
	£6.11
	£0.71
	£6.82

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Brocton Village Hall
	2021/22 Village Hall hire charge – approved at March meeting
	£250.00
	Nil
	£250.00

	WH Smiths 
	12 x 2nd class stamps – Debit card purchase
	£15.84
	Nil
	£15.84

	WH Smiths 
	Stationery – Debit card purchase
	£8.33
	£1.66
	£9.99

	Aldi
	Parish meeting refreshments – Debit card purchase
	£7.94
	£0.40
	£8.43


c. Accounts for payment – the meeting approved the payment of the following accounts:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Clerks’ mileage expenses
	Period covered 1 – 31 March 2022

	£5.40
	Nil
	£5.40

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.3.2022 – 5.4.2022 
Clerk is owed 20p from tax overpaid in March – to be refunded in May.
	£99.80
	Nil

	£99.80

	SPCA
	Annual subscription - 2022
	£210.46
	Nil
	£210.46

	SPCA
	Training course – Councillor Fundamentals
	£30.00
	Nil
	£30.00

	Cllr R Bates
	Mileage incurred on 3, 4 & 5 December 2021 for Christmas activity (Santa visiting village)
	£31.05
	Nil
	£31.05

	Cllr Mrs B Smith
	Refreshments for Annual Parish meeting
	£7.02
	£0.15
	£7.17


c. Clerk presented details of Council expenditure up to end of March 2022, which was accepted. Variances against the budget were reviewed: overspends in Clerk’s salary; Contingency; Community Events and Playing Field sundries were noted and all accepted. Budget underspends in Repairs/Asset Maintenance; Amenity Waste vehicle; Playing Field equipment; Stationery; Clerks mileage; general printing and Paper Chase printing and minor decreases in respect of Statutory requirements were all noted and accepted.  No concerns regarding expenditure for 2021-2022 were raised.
d. Council confirmed the decision to declare itself Exempt from External Review and approved the Clerk to make the necessary arrangements to progress the Independent Internal Audit for 2021-22.
Action – Clerk
e. Cllr Mrs Smith to investigate the cost of lanyards for Parish Cllrs and provide an update at a future meeting.   

54/22
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS
a. AONB Report, as prepared by resident was noted and accepted.  It was resolved to write and thank the resident for their hard work in preparing this Report.
Action – Clerk
b. Maintenance to Parish Notice Board on Pool Lane was discussed and it was resolved to ask TGM to provide a cost to install concrete spurs to support Notice Board legs.
Action – Clerk
c. Open Garden event was discussed and it was resolved to include an article in the Paper Chase, Cllr Mrs Pugh to prepare.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Pugh

d. Support for Ukraine was discussed – it was resolved to signpost residents to relevant charities; decorate village green in Ukraine colours and include article in Paper Chase.  Cllr Mrs Thomson to prepare article.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Thomson
55/22
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Mayor’s Charity Quiz Night was noted – Cllr Mrs Thomson expressed an interest in attending.
b. NALC Smaller Councils Committee: Request for Input. This was discussed and the following responses suggested: use of zoom, struggle to get new Cllrs; use of closed social media group to share best practice between Councils. Clerk to respond on behalf of Parish Council.
Action - Clerk

56/22
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. No items presented
Meeting ended at 9.45pm
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